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William Barbosa 
William Barbosa was born in Ocaña, Colombia, in 1955. A self-taught artist, his incursion into 
and subsequent total commitment to metal sculpting was guided by his work in the 
metallurgic industry, combined with a remarkable artistic sensibility and a perseverance 
than place him inevitably among the best exponents of contemporary Latin American 
culture. In 1975 he moves to Caracas, Venezuela, where he becomes naturalized and where 
most of his artistic career takes place. 

His first solo exhibition is Geometría modular, presented at Galería Graphic CB2, Caracas, 
Venezuela (1991), followed by: Línea, volumen y color, Galería Arts Forum, Caracas, 
Venezuela (1993); exhibition at Mesa Fine Art Gallery, Miami, USA 
(1995); Geometrismo escultórico, Saint Charles de Rose Gallery, Paris, France (1997); 
Despliegues, Galería Arts Forum, Caracas, Venezuela (1999); Puertas. William Barbosa, 
Museo de la Estampa y del Diseño Cruz-Diez, Caracas, Venezuela (2002); Módulo-Estructura-
Construcción. William Barbosa. Obras escultóricas, Galería Durban Segnini, Caracas, 
Venezuela, and Nery Mariño Gallery, Paris, France (2006). In 2007, he exhibits his work at 
the XIV Festival Atempo, Centro Cultural Corp Group, Caracas, Venezuela. A year later, his 
work is again shown at Nery Mariño Gallery, Paris, France—as will be the case again in 
2011—and in Summer Project-La pasión latina, Bandi Gallery, Seoul, South Korea (2008). 
Obras recientes is presented at Galería Blasini, Caracas, Venezuela, in 2010. In 2011, this 
work is exhibited at Youngeun Museum of Contemporary Art, South Korea, and the solo 
exhibition William Barbosa. Geométrica luz is presented in 2014. 

As for group exhibitions, in 1981 he participates in the National Salon of Young Artists, Sofía 
Imber Museum of Contemporary Art, Caracas, Venezuela, and in the Aragua National Salon 
of Art, Mario Abreu Museum of Contemporary Art of Maracay, state of Aragua, Venezuela. He 
participates in La materia, el espacio y las formas, Galería Ángel Boscán, Universidad Central 
de Venezuela, and in Materia y espacio, Sala Cantv, both in Caracas, Venezuela, as well as in 
the National Salon of Young Artists, Casa Guipuzcoana, La Guaira, Vargas state, Venezuela 
(1983). In 1984, he collaborates in Exposición Subasta organized by Universidad Simón 
Bolívar, Caracas, Venezuela, and in 1989 he presents his work at Salón Bijoux-Wiso—in 
whose 1996 edition he will also participate—Unión Israelita of Caracas, and in Exposición 
de Esculturas, Galería A, Caracas, Venezuela. He is also involved in various major events at 
national and international levels, the most important among them being: SADI, Festival de 
Arte de Las América, OAS, Washington DC, USA, and the I Alejandro Otero Visual Arts 
Biennial, Alejandro Otero Museum, Caracas, Venezuela (1992). 



In 1996, his work is exhibited at: the Miami International Art Fair, Miami, USA, as part of the 
Durban Segnini Gallery exhibition; the Latin Americana Art Fair [FIA in its Spanish acronym], 
with Galería Graphic CB2, Caracas, Venezuela; D’ART 96, International Contemporary Art 
Salon, Exhibition Palace, Nice, France; opening exhibition Espace 061 Gallery, Rouen, France; 
Salon Grands et Jeunes d’Aujourd’hui, Paris, France; Art Expo 17éme Salon Ballancourt, Sur 
Essonne, France; End of Year Exhibition, Claude Dorval Gallery, Paris, France; Madí, All’Alba 
del Terzo Millennio, Palacio Real, Città di Portici, Naples, Italy; VENEZUELA Arte 1 (Nuevo 
lenguaje de la geometría), Stufenbau Gallery, Bern, Switzerland; Salon Grands et Jeunes 
d’Aujourd’hui and 27ème Salon d’Automne, Paris, France; Costruittivismo, concretismo, 
cinevisualismo internazionale per l’unificazione europea: opera esemplari di sintesi nel 
formato di 20 x 20 cm, Arte Struktura Gallery, Milan, Italy; Mouvement Madí International, 
Château de Morsang-sur-Orge, France; Latzer Gallery, Kreuzlingen, Switzerland, at which 
gallery he will exhibit on multiple occasions during his artistic career. 

During 1997 and 1998, his work and that of other artists travel throughout France with the 
exhibition L’art dans la cité, abstracción-integración 1. He takes part in Trois points 
géométriques, Cuvat, France; Salon Grands et Jeunes d’Aujourd’hui and Salon des Reálités 
Nouvelles, Espace Auteuil, Paris, France; ARTE MADI Freie Geometrie, Emilia Suciu Gallery, 
Ettlingen, Germany (establishing a relationship with this gallery that will bring him to exhibit 
there on multiple occasions); Christian Zeller Fine Arts Gallery Ag, Bern, Switzerland; L’art 
dans l’éventail, Espace Venezuela, Paris, France; Confluenze Mostra Internazionale D´Arte 
Nel Piccolo Formato, Centro Culturale Passaggio Bianco and Madí International, Villa 
Bruno,S. Giorgio a Cremano, both in Naples, Italy; Arte Madi, Pinacoteca Massimo Stanzione, 
Palazzo Ducale Sánchez de Luna, Sant’Arpino, Provincia di Caserta, Italy; Confluenze Mostra 
Internazionale D´Arte Nel Piccolo Formato, Centro Culturale II Campo Campomarino, 
Provincia Di Campobasso, Italy; Tridimensión, Espace Venezuela, Paris, France; Salon Grands 
et Jeunes D’Aujourd’hui, Paris, France; Madí, Movimento-Astrazione-Dimensione-
Invenzione, Spazioarte II Soppalco, Corso Umberto136, Tarento, Italy (1997). 

In 1998 he joins other Venezuelan artists in Une géométrie, trois regards, Salón de La Ompi, 
Geneva, Switzerland. He participates in the Latin American Art Fair, FIA 98, with Arts Forum 
Gallery, Caracas, Venezuela; in one other edition of Salon Grands et Jeunes D’Aujourd’hui 
held at Espace Auteuil; and in Kassak El Madí D’Aujourd’hui, Institute of Culture of the 
Republic of Hungary, Bratislava, Slovakia. He exhibits again at Latzer Gallery, Kreuzlingen, 
Switzerland (1998 and 1999) and participates in Hommage de Madí à Gorin (1899-1981), 
Château de La Groulais, Blain, and in the travelling exhibition L’art dans la cité, Abstracción-
Integración 1, France (1999). 

In 2003, William Barbosa’s work is seen in Colectiva de artistas venezolanos presented at 
Nery Mariño Gallery in Paris. A grand opening is organized for the World’s First Madí 



Museum & Gallery, Dallas, Texas, USA, where Barbosa’s works figure in the institution’s 
permanent collection and where he has had the opportunity to participate in multiple 
exhibitions as a sculptor associated with Madi art. That same year, he takes part in Nine 
Venezuelan Modern Masters, Madí Museum & Gallery, Dallas, Texas, USA, an exhibition that 
also travels to Switzerland. He is represented by Galería Graphic of Caracas, Venezuela, at 
the Latin American Art Fair, FIA 2003. That same year his works are seen in 20th Century 
Venezuelan Art at the Sofía Imber Contemporary Art Museum of Caracas, Venezuela, and at 
Espace Venezuela, Paris, France. 

In the year 2004, he exhibits his works at Madi International Movement, Contemporary Art 
Museum, La Plata, Argentina (MACLA) and at the Borges Cultural Center, Buenos Aires; at 
Arte América, Durban Segnini Gallery, Miami, Florida, USA; Homenaje. El arte geométrico, 
Museo D’Arte delle Generazioni Italiani del ‘900, Bologna, Italy; and Artparis, Carrousel du 
Louvre, Paris, France. Durban Segnini Gallery presents Madí, Out of Frame at its Miami space. 
Barbosa participates in the exhibition Omaggio all’arte geometrica, arte madí, Portici, Naples, 
Italy; in the I TRAZOS Sculpture Biennial, Galería de Arte Trazos, Centro Lido, Caracas, 
Venezuela; Universo Esprit de Géométrie, San Nicola La Strada, Caserta, Italy; L’Abstraction 
Géométrique Madí, Cambresis, France; Contemporary Sculptors, Durban Segnini Gallery, 
Miami, Florida, USA; Artisti del Mediterraneo, Rocca dei Rettori di Benevento, Italy. 

In 2005, his work already fully entrenched in the Madi current, he participates in various 
events related to this movement, in Venezuela as well as abroad: 7 Artistas Madí on the 
occasion of Festival Atempo, organized by Fundación Corp Banca, Caracas, Venezuela; A 
Celebration of Geometric Art, Museum of Geometric and Madí Art, Dallas, Texas, USA; Madí 
Venezuela, Centro Eladio Alemán Sucre, El Carabobeño, Valencia, Carabobo state, Venezuela; 
Madí Art, Optic and Kinetic Exhibition, Durban Segnini Gallery at its Miami space, with which 
he participates in that year’s Las Américas Art Fair. Once again his work is shown at Nery 
Mariño Gallery in the exhibition Reencontré. The year 2006 is filled with multiple group 
exhibitions abroad. It starts with 14 Artistas Madí, Graphic Art, Caracas, Venezuela, with 13 
other artists, followed by several exhibitions in Europe and the USA: Supremadism: 
Homenaje a los maestros del constructivismo, Museum of Modern Art, Moscow, Russia; A 
Celebration of Geometric Art, Leepa-Rattner Museum of Art, Tarpon Springs, Florida, USA; 
Foire Europeenne D’Art Contemporain, Nery Mariño Gallery, Strasbourg, France (which will 
be repeated again in 2007); Arte madí internazionale, Spazio Lattuada, Milan, Italy; Feria 
Internacional de Arte de Bogotá, ARTBO 2006, Durban Segnini Gallery (with which he also 
participates in 2008, 2012, 2014); and Galería Graphic Art, Bogotá, Colombia. 

His work is exhibited at ART Karlsruhe 2007 represented by the gallery Emilia Suciu, 
Germany. Galería Durban Segnini organizes the exhibition Geometría formal e informal at 
the gallery’s Caracas space, where Barbosa again exhibits his works together with the work 



of other artists. He participates in the International Symposium of Contemporary Sculpture 
held that year at the Internationaln Museum of Contemporary Art, Samok-ri, Yeongwol-gun, 
Gangwon-do, South Korea, and he also takes part in a group exhibition with Bandi Gallery, 
exhibiting at the Seoul, Shanghai and Singapore art fairs in 2008. He collaborates in the 
exhibition-auction organized by the Chacao Cultural Foundation, Caracas, Venezuela, and in 
the Salon Comparaisons, Art en Capital, Grand Palais, Paris, France, in whose 2008, 2009 and 
2010 editions his work will also figure. He participates in Arteaméricas, The Latin American 
Art Fair, Miami Beach Convention Center, Florida, USA; L’arte costruisce l’Europa, Galeria 
Civica Gian Battista Bosio, Desenzano del Garda, Milan, Italy; 17 escultores, esculturas, ideas, 
imágenes y Expansionismo. Exposición internacional, Durban Segnini Gallery, Miami, 
Florida, USA, and Omar Carreño Art Center, La Asunción, Isla de Margarita (2009), with 
which he also takes part in the V International Art Fair of Maracaibo, FIAM, 2008, Maracaibo, 
Zulia state, Venezuela.  
 
In 2009, Museo Civico di Castel Nuovo, Naples, Italy, organizes the exhibition En formas 
geométricas where William Barbosa is one of the exhibitors, and he also participates in 
Expansionismo, Museum of Geometric and Madí Art of Dallas, and in Art Construit 
International, ACI, Francisco Narváez Contemporary Art Museum, Porlamar, Nueva Esparta 
state, Venezuela. In the year 2010, he takes part in several group exhibitions organized by 
Durban Segnini Gallery, both in its Caracas and Miami spaces; at Latzer Gallery in 
Kreuzlingen, Switzerland; and at the Emilia Suciu Gallery in Germany. This year, his works 
are also seen in Latin’s passion to find contemporary art, Youngeun Museum of 
Contemporary Art, South Korea, and in Art Construit International, Art Nouveau Gallery, 
Miami, Florida, USA, which will be exhibited in Quito, Ecuador, in 2011 under the title Expo 
ACI. 
 
Between 2012 and 2013, Barbosa again exhibits his work at Durban Segnini Gallery spaces 
in Caracas and Miami, at Latzer Gallery, Kreuzlingen, Switzerland, at Emilia Suciu Gallery, 
Germany, Nery Mariño Gallery, Paris, and at Bandiallery of South Korea, where his work is 
part of the exhibition Latin American Contemporary Art. In 2012, his works appear in the 
exhibition Einladung Ausstellungseröffnungdas Metall in der Konkreten, Kunst Gallery, 
Germany; Geometric Artists Circle The Globe, Museum of Geometric and Madí Art of Dallas, 
USA; and Art construit, la struttura dell’invisibile, Naples, Italy. He is represented at FIAC 
2012 and 2014 by Imaginart Gallery, Barcelona, Spain, returning again to this event in 2013 
and 2014 with Durban Segnini Gallery, Miami. In 2014, he also exhibits at Sohyang Gallery, 
Busan, South Korea. In the year 2015, he takes part in BARCU Bogotá, Art and Culture Fair, 
Bogotá, Colombia, represented by Imaginart Gallery of Barcelona, Spain. 
 
William Barbosa’s work forms part of various private collections in Germany, Argentina, 
Colombia, South Korea, Spain, France, Italy, Switzerland, United States and Venezuela. With 



regards to public institutions, his work is found at Zulia Contemporary Art Museum 
(MACZUL), Maracaibo, Zulia state, Venezuela; International Museum of Contemporary Art, 
Samok-ri, Yeongwol-gun, Gangwondo, South Korea; Museum Madí International, Budapest, 
Hungary; Museum of Latin American Art, Los Angeles, California, USA; Museum of Geometric 
and Madí Art, Dallas, USA; La Plata Latin American Art Museum (MACLA), Argentina; the 
Municipality of Baruta, Miranda state, Venezuela; the City of Geneva Collection, Switzerland; 
the World Organization of Intellectual Property (OMPI), Geneva, Switzerland; the UN’s 
Venezuelan diplomatic mission, Geneva, Switzerland; and the Youngeun Museum of 
Contemporary Art, South Korea. 
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