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THOMAS HOUSEAGO



ARTIST 
STATEMENT Thomas Houseago brings a vanguard approach to sculpture’s original subject, the human body.

Utilizing mediums associated with classical and modernist sculpture—such as carved wood,
clay, plaster, and bronze—as well as less traditional materials like rebar and hemp, Houseago
builds monumental figures rife with the traces of their making. Body parts rendered from flat
portions of wood adjoin others sculpted in the round to create an interplay between two- and
three-dimensional elements.

His bulky-shouldered figures replace the grace of their serpentine contrapposto stance with
awkward contortions of piecemeal appendages. Crouched and stilted on thick limbs, these
reductive interpretations convey a striking sense of weight and anatomical structure. By tapping
into the nuanced legibility of the human form, Houseago’s figures oscillate between states of
power and of vulnerability.

Houseago was born in 1972 in Leeds, England. He studied at Jacob Kramer College, Leeds,
England from 1990 to 1991, received a BA in 1994 from Saint Martin’s School of Art, London,
and studied at De Ateliers, Amsterdam, from 1994 to 1996.

Recent exhibitions of Houseago’s work include Stedelijk Museum Bureau, Amsterdam (1996);
Thomas Houseago, I Am Here, Selected Sculptures 1995–2003, Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele
Kunst, Ghent, Belgium(2003); A Million Miles Away, Modern Institute, Glasgow, Scotland (2007);
There’s a Crack in Everything, That’s How the Light Gets In, Contemporary Fine Arts, Berlin
(2009); The Artist’s Museum, Museum of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles (2010); What Went
Down, Modern Art Oxford, England (2010, traveled to Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, England;
Museum Abteiberg, Mönchengladbach, Germany; and Centre International d’Art et du Paysage
de l’Ile de Vassivière, Beaumont-du-Lac, France, through 2011); Amy Bessone and Thomas
Houseago, Rennie Museum, Vancouver, Canada (2010); The Beat of the Show, Inverleith
House, Edinburgh, Scotland (2011); The World Belongs to You, Palazzo Grassi, Venice (2011);
Where the Wild Things Are and Hermaphrodite, Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, Norwich,
England (2012); Striding Figure/Standing Figure, Galleria Borghese, Rome (2013); As I Went Out
One Morning, Storm King Art Center, Cornwall, New York (2013); Studies ’98–’14,
Gemeentemuseum Den Haag, Netherlands (2014); and Masks (Pentagon), Rockefeller Center
Plaza, New York (2015).

His work was included in the 2010 Whitney Biennial. Houseago has collaborated with the New
York Public Art Fund on two public sculptures: Statuesque (2010) and Masks (Pentagon) (2015).
Houseago lives and works in Los Angeles.



EDUCATION  1994–96
1991–94
1990–91

De Ateliers, Amsterdam, Netherlands.
BA, St. Martin’s School Of Art, London, England
BA, St. Martin’s School Of Art, London, England. Jacob Kramer Foundation College, 
Leeds, England.

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2019 Thomas Houseago. Royal Academy Of Art, London, England.

Thomas Houseago: Almost Human. Musée De La Ville De Paris, Paris, France.

2017 Thomas Houseago: The Ridge. Gagosian, Beverly Hills, Ca.

2016 Thomas Houseago: Psychedelic Brothers – Drawn Paintings. Gagosian 

Gallery, Hong Kong, China.  2015 Thomas Houseago: Before The Room. Xavier 

Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium.

Thomas Houseago: Lovers. L’academie At Le Consortium, Vosne-Romanée, France. Thomas Houseago: The 

Medusa And Other  Heads. Gagosian Gallery, Park & 75, New York, Ny.

Thomas Houseago: Masks (Pentagon). Rockefeller Center Plaza, New York, Ny.

2014 Thomas Houseago: Moun Room. Hauser & Wirth, New York, Ny.

Thomas Houseago: Studies ‘98–’14. Gemeentemuseum Den Haag, The Hague, Netherlands.

Thomas Houseago. Leeds Art Gallery, Leeds, England.

2013 My Genghis Khan Suit/Like A Circle Around The Sun. Xavier Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium.

Hauser & Wirth Outdoor Sculpture: Thomas Houseago. St. James’s Church, London, England.

Thomas Houseago: Roman Figures. Gagosian Gallery, Rome, Italy.

Thomas Houseago: Striding Figure/Standing Figure. Galleria Borghese, Rome, Italy.

Thomas Houseago: As I Went Out One Morning. Storm King Art Center, Mountainville Ny.

2012 I’ll Be Your Sister. Hauser & Wirth, London, England.

Special Brew. Hauser & Wirth, London, England.

The Mess I’m Looking For. Hauser & Wirth, Zurich, Switzerland.

Thomas Houseago: Where The Wild Things Are. Sainsbury Centre For Visual Arts, Norwich, England.

Hauser & Wirth Outdoor Sculpture: Thomas Houseago. Hauser & Wirth 

Outdoor  Sculpture Southwood Garden, St. James’s Church, London, England.

Thomas Houseago: Hermaphrodite. Sainsbury Centre For Visual Arts, Norwich, England.

THOMAS HOUSEAGO 
CURRENT CV

Born In 1972 In Leeds, England. Lives And 
Works In Los Angeles, Ca.



Thomas Houseago, Lying Figure. The High Line, New York, Ny.

2011 The Beat Of The Show (Indoor Sculpture). INverleith House, 

Edinburgh, Scotland.  The Beat Of The Show (Outddor 

Sculpture). Inverleith House, Edinburgh, Scotland.  All 

Together Now. L & M Arts, Los Angeles, Ca.

2010 Amy Bessone And Thomas Houseago. The Rennie Collection, Vancouver, Canada.

What Went Down. Modern Art Oxford And The Ashmolean Museum, Oxford, England.Travelled To: 

Museum Abteiberg,  Mönchengladbach, Germany; The Centre International D’art Et Du Paysage De L’ile De 

Vassivière, Vassivière, France (Through  2011).

The Moon And The Stars And The Sun. Galerie Michael Werner, New York, Ny.

2009 Ode. Galleria Zero, Milan, Italy.

Twofacetwo: Aaron Curry & Thomas Houseago. Veneklasen/Werner, Berlin, Germany.

There’s A Crack In Everything, That’s How The Light Gets In. Contemporary Fine Arts, Berlin, 

Germany.

Two Face (With Aaron Curry). Ballroom Marfa, Marfa, Tx.

2008 Serpent. David Kordansky Gallery, Los Angeles, Ca.

When Earth Fucks With Space. Xavier Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium.

Bastards. Herald Street, London, England.

2007 A Million Miles Away. The Modern Institute, Glasgow, Scotland.

2003 Thomas Houseago, I Am Here, Selected Sculptures 1995 –

2003. S.M.A.K., Ghent, Belgium.  2002 Thomas Houseago, Amy 

Bessone. Xavier Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium.

2000 Something To Be. Galerie Fons Welters, Brussels, Belgium.

1996 Thomas Houseago. Stedelijk Museum Bureau, Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Mum’s Tattoo (With Matthew Monahan, Guest Curator: Luc Tuymans). Si En La, Antwerp, Belgium.

SELECTED GROUP EXHIBITIONS

2020 Blanc Sur Blanc. Gagosian, Paris, France.

2018 Debout! Collection Francois Pinault. Couvent Des Jacobins And Musée Des Beaux-

Arts,Rennes, France.

The Anatomy Of Disquiet. The Karpidas Collection, Dallas, Tx.

2017 L.A. Invitational. Gagosian, West 24Th St., New York, Ny. Rodin: The Centennial Exhibition. 

Grand Palais, Paris, France.

Versus Rodin: Bodies Across Space And Time. Art Gallery Of South Australia, Adelaide, Australia.

Proof Of Life/Lebenszeichen. Weserburg Museum Of Modern Art, Bremen, Germany.
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A New Selection From The Elgiz Collection: Faces And Masks. Elgiz Museum, Istanbul, Turkey.

I Still Believe In Miracles. Inverleith House, Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, Scotland.

Open This End : Contemporary Art From The Collection Of Blake Byrne. Miriam And Ira D. Wallach Art Gallery At 

Columbia  University, New York, Ny And Ronna And Eric Hoffman `Gallery Of Contemporary Art At Lewis & Clark 

College,Portlandor (Traveling  Exhibition).

2015 Picasso. Mania. Grand Palais, Paris, France.

After Picasso: 80 Contemporary Artists. Wexner Center For The Arts, Columbus, Oh.

Prototypology: An Index Of Process And Mutation. Gagosian Gallery, Rome, Italy.

Open This End : Contemporary Art From The Collection Of Blake Byrne. Ohio State University Urban Arts Space, 

Columbus, Oh, And  Nasher Museum Of Art At Duke University, Durham, NC.

Biennial – Curated By Roderick Mengham. Jesus College, Cambridge, England.

Artzuid International Sculpture Route Amsterdam. Amsterdam, Netherlands.

Picasso In Contemporary Art. Deichtorhallen, Hamburg, Germany.

Display – Contemporary Drawings. Kettle’s Yard At University Of Cambridge, Cambridge, England.

Selections From The Permanent Collection. Museum Of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, Ca.

2014 Group Show. Gagosian Gallery, Rue De Ponthieu, Paris, France.

Masks. Jgm Galerie, Paris, France.

1 + 1 = 1. Montreal Museum Of Fine Arts, Montreal, Canada.

Unbound: Contemporary Art After Frida Kahlo. Museum Of Contemporary Art, Chicago, Il.

Broken Gods Broken Heroes: Thomas Houseago, Jonathan Meese, Matthew Monahan.

Stewe Galerie, Amsterdam, Netherlands.

I May Be Wrong But I Think You Are Beautiful. David Achenbach Projects, Düsseldorf, Germany.

2013 Beg, Borrow And Steal. Palm Springs Art Museum, Palm Springs, Ca.

L’art À L’endroit. Parcours D’art Contemporain À Aix-En-Provence. Le Consortium, Aix- En Provence, France.

Somos Libres. The World Of Contemporary Art Through The Eyes Of Mario Testino. Mate, Lima, Peru.

Contemporary Future. Cab Art Center, Brussels, Belgium.

2012 Alone Together. Rubell Family Collection / Contemporary Arts Foundation, Miami, Fl.

Crossing Mirrors. Rosenblum Collection, Paris, France.

For The Martian Chronicles. L&M Arts, Venice, Ca.

Figures From The New World. Centre For Contemporary Art Ujazdowksi Castle, Warsaw, Poland.

Roberts Collection. The Hepworth Wakefield, Wakefield, England.

Art And The City. Sigi-Feigel-Terrasse, Zurich, Switzerland.

Great St Helen’s: Sculpture Space. St Helen’s Square, London, England.

A House Of Leaves. David Roberts Art Foundation, London, England.

To Hope, To Tremble, To Love: Works From The David Roberts Art Foundation. The Hepworth, Wakefield, England.

Group Show 2012. Xavier Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium.

THOMAS HOUSEAGO 
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2011 Classics: Steven Claydon, Giorgio Di Chirico, Philip Guston, Thomas Houseago. Carlson Gallery, London, 

England.

American Exuberance. Rubell Family Collection / Contemporary Arts Foundation, Miami, Fl.

Le Printemps De Septembre À Toulouse. Musée Des Augustins / Musée De Beaux – Arts De Toulouse, Cour De 

L’hôtel Saint – Jean  (Drac Midi – Pyrénées), Toulouse, France.

Well Will Live, We Will See. Zabludowicz Collection, London, England.

Flowers For Summer. Michael Werner Gallery, New York, Ny.

Lustwarande (4Th International Sculpture Exhibition). Park De Oude Warande, Tilburg, The Netherlands.

Not On Your List And Not Present. THe Granary, Litchfield County, Ct.

Shape Of Things To Come: New Sculpture. The Saatchi Gallery, London, England.

The World Belongs To You. Palazzo Grassi, Venice, Italy.

In Praise Of Doubt. Punta Della Dogana, Francois Pinault Foundation, Venice, Italy.

Statuesque. Nasher Sculpture Center, Dallas, Tx.

Artzuid 2011. Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

2010 More Pricks Than Kicks. David Roberts Art Foundation, London, England.

The Artist’s Museum. Museum Of Contemporary Art, Los Angeles, Los Angeles, Ca.

Statuesque. City Hall Park / Public Art Fund, New York, Ny.

Whitney Biennial 2010. Whitney Museum Of American Art, New York, Ny.

The Library Of Babel / In And Out Of Place. Zabludowicz Collection, London, England.

2009 Beg Borrow And Steal. Rubell Family Collection / Contemporary Arts Foundation, Miami, Fl.

California Maximalism. Nyehaus, New York, Ny.

Construct And Dissolve: Works On Paper From Artists From Los Angeles. Galerie Sabine Knust, Munich, Germany.

I Giovani Che Visitano Le Nostre Rovine Non Vi Vedono Che Uno Stile. 

Galleria Civica  D’arte Moderna E Contemporanea, Turin, Italy.

Thomas Houseago, Dieter Roth, André Thomkins . The Modern Institute, Glasgow, Scotland.

All That Is Solid Melts Into Air. Muhka: Museum Van Hedendaagse Kunst, Antwerp, Belgium.

The Craft Of Collecting. Museum Of Contemporary Art, Chicago, Il. Beaufort03: Art By The Sea. Blankenberge, 

Belgium.

2008 Black Swan: A Sculpture Show (Organized By Aaron Curry And Thomas Houseago). Michael Werner Project 

Space, London, England.

Academia: Qui Es-Tu? Chapelle De L’ecole Nationale Supérieure Des Beaux-Arts, Paris, France.

Kabul 3000 (Love Among The Cabbages). Galleria Zero, Milan, 

Italy.  Nobody Puts Baby In A Corner. Isabella Bortolozzi Galerie, Berlin, 

Germany.  Sonsbeek 2008: Grandeur. Museum For Modern Art, Arnhem, 

Netherlands.

2007 Strange Events Permit Themselves The Luxury Of Occurring. Camden Arts Centre, London, 

England.  Sculptor’s Drawings: Ideas, Studies, Sketches, Proposals, And More. Angles Gallery, 

THOMAS HOUSEAGO 
CURRENT CV



2006      Red Eye: Los Angeles Artists From The Rubell Family Collection. Rubell Family Collection. Miami, Fl. Making And Finding. The Foundation T-

Life, Mount Kisco, Ny.

Transformers. Donna Beam Fine Art Gallery, University Of Nevada, Reno, Nv. The Glass Bead Game. Vilma Gold Project Space,  Berlin, 

Germany.

2005 Both Ends Burning. David Kordansky Gallery, Los Angeles, Ca. Six Outdoor Projects. Long Island University, Brooklyn, Ny.

2004 Solo Presentation, Art Brussels, With Gallery Xavier Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium 2003 Passie In Beeld, Ruimtelijk Werk Uit De Collectie  Van De 

Nederlandsche Bank.

Maliebeeld, Den Haag, The Netherlands.

Galerie Fons Welters, Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

2002 Stedelijk Museum In De Nieuwe Kerk, Beelden/Sculpture 1947-2002. Nieuwe Kerk,  

Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

2001 Rondom Jheronimous Bosch. Museum Boijmans Van Beuningen, Rotterdam, The 

Netherlands.  1999 Glad Ijs. Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

Werk Boven De Bank. Archipel, Apeldoorn, The Netherlands.

1998 Morning Glory. De Ateliers, Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands.

Summer Show. Xavier Hufkens, Brussels, Belgium.

Acquisitions 1997. De Nederlandsche Bank, Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

1997 New Acquisitions. Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands.

LECTURES/PANELS/TEACHING

2001–02 Committee Member For The Nicc-Bruxel Lecture Series, Brussels, Belgium.  

PUBLIC AND SPECIAL PROJECTS
2015 Public Art Fund/Rockefeller Center, ‘Masks (Pentagon)’, New York Ny
2014 Commission For Yorkshire Sculpture Triangle (Comprised Of Henry Moore Institute, The Hepworth Wakefield, Leeds Art Gallery, And

Yorkshire Sculpture Park), Yorkshire, England.
2004 Public Commission For Hoofdorp, Haarlemmermeer, Netherlands.
2002 Commission For The City Of Harderwijk, Harderwijk, Netherlands. Commission For The Briljantlaan, City Of Utrecht, Netherlands.

1998 Sculpture Commission, Almere, Netherlands (Mondriaan Stichting, Praktijkbureau).
1997 Commission For De Nederlandsche Bank Library, Netherlands.
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Villa Valencia, a 39-unit condo development in the heart of Coral Gables, is
seeking approval for a work to be placed in a public park space on the grounds
of the property located at 515 Valencia Ave.

As part of the City of Coral Gables Art in Public Places program, the park is the
ideal space for a large scale sculpture or a sculptural interactive work of art.

VILLA VALENCIA
PROJECT OVERVIEW



VILLA VALENCIA
AERIAL VIEW

Just under 10,000SF, the public park space is located on the corner of
Valencia Avenue and Hernando Street. The rectangular park is outlined
by the alleyway, Hernando Avenue, Valencia Avenue and the private
ground floor terrace of Villa Valencia. The park will serve as both an
adjacent space for Villa Valencia and and a public park for all residents
of Coral Gables to enjoy. Currently planned are a grassy field, shade
trees, and a pergola as well as some low bordering walls.



Table top mock rendering of the proposed sculpture 



EXAMPLE OF SCALE 



THOMAS HOUSEAGO
Lady, 2020 
1 of 2, 2AP

78 3/4 x 45 1/4 x 33 7/16 in
Approximately 6.5 x 3.75 2.75 Feet
200 x 114.9 x 84.9 cm,

Approximate weight 1,000 kg 
(will get an exact weight once fabricated)

From the foundry: 20 mm Brass Sheets  
Brass alloy: Copper, Zinc
Currently we are testing 3 new anti-oxidants for brass
Patina:
Steam treatment, copper sulfate and copper nitrate

ARTWORK
RENDER



THOMAS HOUSEAGO
Lady, 2020  , Brass, 78 3/4 x 45 1/4 x 33 7/16 in
200 x 114.9 x 84.9 cm,  1 of 2, 2AP

ARTWORK
ALTERNATE VIEWS



ARTWORK
RENDER WITH PLINTH

THOMAS HOUSEAGO
Lady, 2020 
1 of 2, 2AP

Welded sheet metal production

Fixation:
There are four M12 threaded bolts mounted 
on the underside of the brass base plate. 
These can be inserted into four holes that are 
drilled into the plinth or into the floor to lock 
the figure in lace.



SITE PLAN
OVERALL PARK LAYOUT



ARTWORK
ROUGH PLACEMENT



SITE PLAN 
LOCATION OF ARTWORK 











A STATEMENT OF HOW THE PROPOSED ARTWORK ADDRESSES
BROADER CITY URBAN DESIGN GOALS

Thomas Houseago’s work can convey the reductive quality of a Brancusi, the muscularity and energy of a Rodin,
the multiplicity of viewpoints of a Picasso, or a futuristic look of a figure. Thomas Houseago is one of the top
respected contemporary sculptors in the world. This sculpture will serve as an elegant sophisticated punctuation for
Villa Valencia and further define the parks’ green space as an inviting place to sit, read, picnic and add to the city’s
ever growing world-class cultural arts landscape. Made in brass, the sculpture will stand the test of time and will be

enjoyed for many future Coral Gables neighbors and visitors to come.

STATEMENT 
URBAN DESIGN GOALS



Thomas Houseago’s Lady, will be located in a high visibility location at Villa Valencia and lend itself as a cultural landmark.
The sculpture will greet the you as you enter the park. The multi faceted sculpture renews in every view point as certain
parts of the sculpture slip in and out of full view. Lady is the visual language it uses is really to do with Thomas's
investigation of the interplay between two dimensions and three dimensions. Lots of his more historical work has engaged
with the push and pull of dimensions. Thomas experimented with interlocking plywood to develop this language fitting
shapes together and playing with how they work to represent solid form. Brass sheets are then cut and slotted together
and welded in a carefully engineered process. This language has been very successful for Thomas from small tabletop
sculptures to monumental works. he work evokes simplicity in its construction while containing a surprising amount of

dynamism and edge.

ARTWORK GOALS 
THE DESIRE FOR THE WORK



Villa Valencia staff and developer team will work with Katia Rosenthal and manage the coordination and installation just as
the we manage the rest of the project construction, with assistance from the foundry Kunstgiesserei St.Gallen, Switzerland,

RLA conservation and Museo Vault for installation and rigging.

PROJECT MANAGEMENT
INTENTION

The Villa Valencia developers along with their team were presented with over 15 national and international artists and over
the course of several months they deliberated and they expressed that they would like to move forward and acquire

Thomas Houseago’s, brass sculpture., Lady, 2020.

SELECTION OF THE ARTIST
PROCESS



Anita Foden,  Gagosian Gallery  980 Madison Avenue  New 
York, NY 10075  anita@gagosian.com Tel 212-744-2313

Nicholas Baume
Director and Chief Curator  Public Art Fund
One East 53rd Street | New York, NY 10022  212-223-7800
nbaume@publicartfund.org

Silvia Cubina
Executive Director and Chief Curator  2100 Collins Ave, Miami Beach, 
FL  The Bass Museum  scubina@thebass.org

Edith Devaney
Contemporary Curator
Royal Academy of Art, London ,UK
Burlington House, Piccadily, Mayfair, London W1J 0BD  
www.royalacademy.org.uk
+44 20 7300 8090

REFERENCES
PUBLIC ART PROFESSIONALS

mailto:anita@gagosian.com
mailto:nbaume@publicartfund.org
mailto:scubina@thebass.org
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/


Thomas Houseago
A Letter from the Studio



Thomas Houseago
A Letter from the Foundry



Thomas Houseago
A Letter from the Foundry



Maintenance 
Instructions from the Studio



Conservation 
Quote from RLA 



Conservation 
Quote from RLA 



BUDGET
ALL INCLUSIVE



Fall 2020
Late Fall 2020
Upon Approval 2020
Summer 2021
Late Summer 2021

Approval Process 
Purchase of Work
Manufacturing (up to 6 Months)
Receiving of Artwork to be stored / installed 
Installation of Work on Site
Artwork Dedication Ceremony

SCHEDULE
ART PURCHASING & INSTALL



PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
KATIA ROSENTHAL
FINE ART CONSULTANT  2015 - TO PRESENT,  
MIAMI, FL

BILL BRADY MIAMI
DIRECTOR
2016 - TO PRESENT,  MIAMI, FL

11R | ELEVEN RIVINGTON, VAN DOREN WAXTER
ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR  SEP 2015 – JUN 2016  NEW 
YORK, NY

K A N S A S  ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  SEP 2014 –
MAR 2015  NEW YORK, NY

JEFF BAILEY GALLERY ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
MAY 2011 – AUG 2014
NEW YORK, NY & HUDSON, NY

GALLERY DIET (NINA JOHNSON GALLERY)
GALLERY ASSISTANT JUL 2010 – APR 2011
MIAMI, FL

BAS FISHER INVITATIONAL
STUDIO MANAGER 
FOR JIM DRAIN AND NAOMI FISHER
DEC 2009 – APR 2011  
MIAMI, FL

PROJECT FOR PUBLIC SPACES
ASSISTANT TO PROJECT MANAGER  
JUN 2008 – AUG 2008
NEW YORK, NY

MICKALENE THOMAS STUDIO
STUDIO ASSISTANT 
MAY 2008 – JUL 2008  
NEW YORK, NY

Art Consultant 
Katia Rosenthal 

KATIA ROSENTHAL
EDUCATION
2009 BFA, MARYLAND INSTITUTE 
COLLEGE OF ART, BALTIMORE, MD



THANK YOU

www.villavalencia.com
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