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C i t y  o f  C o r a l  G a b l e s
P l a n n i n g  a n d  Z o n i n g  S t a f f  R e p o r t

Applicant:  City of Coral Gables 

Application:  Zoning Code Text Amendments – Board of Architects 

Public Hearing: Planning and Zoning Board 

Date & Time: October 16, 2019; 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

Location: City Commission Chambers, City Hall, 
405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, Florida 33134 

1. APPLICATION REQUEST

The City of Coral Gables is requesting review and consideration of the following: 

1. An Ordinance of the City Commission of Coral Gables, Florida providing for text amendments to the
City of Coral Gables Official Zoning Code, Article 2, “Decision Making and Administrative Bodies,”
Division 3, “Board of Architects,” Section 2-302, “Membership; Terms; Vacancies; Removal”
removing the term limitations for members of the Board of Architects; providing for severability,
repealer, codification, and an effective date.

2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION

As requested by the City Manager, Staff has prepared a Zoning Code text amendment to remove the eight 
consecutive year term limitation for Board of Architects members. Members of the Board of Architects 
are appointed by the City Manager, subject to the approval of the Commission. The proposed Zoning Code 
text amendment will be considered with any necessary City Code changes when reviewed by The City 
Commission. 

3. PROPOSED ZONING CODE TEXT AMENDMENT

The proposed Zoning Code text amendment is provided in strikethrough/underline format. 

Section 2-302. Membership; Terms; Vacancies; Removal. 

A. Membership.

1. The Board of Architects shall be composed of at least seven (7) members who serve as
either regular or alternate members, depending on their designation at appointment.

2. The City Manager, subject to the approval of the City Commission, shall appoint all regular
and alternate members of the Board of Architects, considering the following qualifications:
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a. Each member shall have been a registered architect or landscape architect responsible 
for the design and construction of projects within the City of Coral Gables during the 
last five (5) years and shall have a minimum of ten (10) years experience in their 
profession. 

 
b. Each member shall either be a resident or have their principal place of business in the 

City of Coral Gables. 

B. Terms. The members of the Board of Architects shall serve at the pleasure of the City Commission. 
The terms of the members shall be as follows: 

 
1. Two (2) years per term and not more than eight (8) consecutive years. 
 
2. The term of the members of the Board of Architects shall be so established that the terms 

of two (2) members of the Board will expire on June 30 and December 31 of each year, 
and two (2) new members will be appointed on July 1 and January 1 of each year. 

C. Vacancies. Appointments to fill any vacancy on the Board shall be for the remainder of the 
unexpired term.  Appointments to unexpired terms shall not count as part of the term limit. 

 
D. Removal. Any member of the Board of Architects may be removed with or without cause by a 

majority vote of the City Commission. Regular board members shall be automatically terminated 
for twelve (12) unexcused absences in a twelve (12) month period. Excused absences shall include 
illness and absence from the City. 

 
 
4. FINDINGS OF FACT 

 
In accordance with Section 3-1405 of the Zoning Code, the Planning and Zoning Board shall not 
recommend adoption of, and the City Commission shall not adopt, text amendments to these land Zoning 
Code unless the text amendment:  

A. Promotes the public health, safety, and welfare.  
B. Does not permit uses the Comprehensive Plan prohibits in the area affected by the district boundary 

change or text amendment.  
C. Does not allow densities or intensities in excess of the densities and intensities which are permitted 

by the future land use categories of the affected property.  
D. Will not cause a decline in the level of service for public infrastructure which is the subject of a 

concurrency requirement to a level of service which is less the minimum requirements of the 
Comprehensive Plan.  

E. Does not directly conflict with an objective or policy of the Comprehensive Plan.  
 
Staff finds that all five of these criteria are satisfied.   
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