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C i t y  o f  C o r a l  G a b l e s  
P l a n n i n g  a n d  Z o n i n g  S t a f f  R e p o r t  

Applicant:   City of Coral Gables 

Application:       Zoning Code Text Amendments – Basketball Poles   

Public Hearing: Planning and Zoning Board 

Date & Time: October 16, 2019; 6:00 – 9:00 p.m., deferred from September 11, 2019 

Location: City Commission Chambers, City Hall,  
405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, Florida 33134 

 
 
1. APPLICATION REQUEST 

The City of Coral Gables is requesting review and consideration of the following: 
 

An Ordinance of the City Commission of Coral Gables, Florida, providing for text amendments 
to the City of Coral Gables Official Zoning Code, Article 5, “Development Standards,” Division 
1, “Accessory Uses,” Section 5-109, “Recreational Equipment” to allow non-movable basketball 
poles to be appropriately located in the front yard under certain circumstances; providing for 
a repealer provision, severability clause, codification, and providing for an effective date. 

 
2. BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

At the recommendation of the City Commission, Staff has prepared Zoning Code text amendments to the 
provisions for Basketball Poles in residential districts.   
 
Per Section 5-109 of the Zoning Code, non-movable recreational equipment is permitted to be placed in any 
interior side or rear yard only. It is proposed to allow non-movable basketball poles in the front yard as long as 
it complies with the proposed conditions.  
 
The proposed text amendments will also be reviewed by the Board of Architects prior to consideration by the 
City Commission.  
 
3. PROPOSED ZONING CODE TEXT AMENDMENT 

The proposed Zoning Code text amendment is provided in Attachment A in strikethrough/underline format. 
 
4. FINDINGS OF FACT 

 
In accordance with Section 3-1405 of the Zoning Code, the Planning and Zoning Board shall not recommend 
adoption of, and the City Commission shall not adopt, text amendments to these land Zoning Code unless the 
text amendment:  

A. Promotes the public health, safety, and welfare.  
B. Does not permit uses the Comprehensive Plan prohibits in the area affected by the district boundary 

change or text amendment.  





 Attachment A 

CITY OF CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 

ORDINANCE NO. ________ 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF CORAL 
GABLES, FLORIDA PROVIDING FOR A TEXT AMENDMENT 
TO THE CITY OF CORAL GABLES OFFICIAL ZONING CODE 
BY AMENDING ARTICLE 5, “DEVELOPMENT 
STANDARDS,” DIVISION 1, “ACCESSORY USES,” SECTION 
5-109, “RECREATIONAL EQUIPMENT” TO ALLOW NON-
MOVABLE BASKETBALL POLES TO BE APPROPRIATELY
LOCATED IN THE FRONT YARD UNDER CERTAIN
CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY,
REPEALER, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, City Staff is requesting a Zoning Code text amendment to Section 5-109 
“Recreational Equipment” to allow non-movable basketball poles to be appropriately located in 
the front yard so long as it is located within a side setback, abutting to a driveway, and screened 
from abutting lot with landscaping approved by City Landscape Architect; and  

WHEREAS, after notice was duly published, a public hearing was held before the 
Planning and Zoning Board (“Board”) on _______, at which hearing all interested parties were 
afforded the opportunity to be heard; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Board was presented with the text amendment to the Official Zoning 
Code, and after due consideration and discussion, recommended approval (vote:  –); and, 

WHEREAS, after notice duly published, a public hearing for First Reading was held 
before the City Commission on _________, at which hearing all interested parties were afforded 
the opportunity to be heard; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Commission was presented with a text amendment to the Zoning 
Code, and after due consideration and discussion, (approved/denied) the amendment on First 
Reading (vote: -_).  

WHEREAS, after notice duly published, a public hearing for Second Reading was held 
before the City Commission on (month) (day), 2019, at which hearing all interested parties were 
afforded the opportunity to be heard; and, 

WHEREAS, the City Commission was presented with a text amendment to the Zoning 
Code, and after due consideration and discussion, (approved/denied) the amendment on Second 
Reading (vote: __-__).  

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMISSION OF THE CITY 
OF CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA: 

SECTION 1.   The foregoing “WHEREAS” clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as 
being true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Ordinance upon adoption hereof. 

SECTION 2.  The Official Zoning Code of the City of Coral Gables is hereby amended as 
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follows1: 
 

ARTICLE 5 – DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
 

*** 
Division 1.  Accessory Uses. 
 

*** 
 
Section 5-109.  Recreational equipment.  
 
Non-movable recreational equipment including swing sets, jungle gyms, basketball poles, 
etc., are permitted to be placed, kept or maintained in any interior side or rear yard only. 
Non-movable basketball poles may also be permitted in the front yard so long as it is 
located within a side setback, abutting to a driveway, and screened from abutting lot with 
landscaping approved by City Landscape Architect.  
 

*** 
 

SECTION 3.   All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent or in conflict with the 
provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed. 
 

SECTION 4.   If any section, part of section, paragraph, clause, phrase or word of this 
Ordinance is declared invalid, the remaining provisions of this Ordinance shall not be affected. 

 
SECTION 5.  It is the intention of the City Commission that the provisions of this 

Ordinance shall become and be made a part of Ordinance No. 2007-01 as amended and known as 
the “Zoning Code” of the City of Coral Gables, Florida, which provisions may be renumbered or 
re-lettered and the word ordinance be changed to “section”, “article”, or other appropriate word to 
accomplish such intention.  

  
 SECTION 6.  If the Official Zoning Code of the City of Coral Gables Tables of Contents 
or other reference portions is affected by these provisions, then changes are approved as a part of 
this Ordinance. 
 
 SECTION 7. This ordinance shall become effective _______, 2019. 
 
 
 PASSED AND ADOPTED THIS _______ DAY OF _____________, A.D. 2019. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED: 

 

                                                 
1 Deletions are indicated by strikethrough. Insertions are indicated by underline. 
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RAUL VALDES-FAULI 
MAYOR 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
BILLY URQUIA 
CITY CLERK 
 
 
 

     APPROVED AS TO FORM 
     AND LEGAL SUFFICIENCY: 
 
 
 
 
     MIRIAM SOLER RAMOS 

     CITY ATTORNEY 
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