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Standards for variances 

Section 3-806 

A. In order to authorize any variance from the terms of these regulations, the Board of 
Adjustment or Historic Preservation Board, as the case may be, shall find: 
 
1. That special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, structure or 
building involved and which are not applicable to other lands, structures or buildings in the same 
zoning district. 

• Special conditions and circumstances exist which are peculiar to the land, and are not 
applicable to other lands in the zoning district.  Some properties in the adjacent area 
have ample linear feet to allow for multiple lifts, this property falls 7’ short of being 
allowed a second lift without a variance. While he would be allowed one pair of davits, 
one vessel lift, and one floating vessel lift, he would like to give up either the set of davits 
or floating vessel lift to install a second lift.. 

 
2. That the special conditions and circumstances do not result from the actions of the applicant. 

• These conditions are not a result of any actions of the applicant, the interpretation of the 
code has variations that allow for multiple different methods to raise ones vessel.  This 
owner would like to waive the right of one of the 3 different options so that he may have 2 
of the same.  

 
3. That granting the variance requested will not confer on the applicant any special privilege that 
is denied by these regulations to other lands, buildings or structures in the same zoning district. 

• The variance will not allow the applicant any privilege that is denied by these regulations 
to the other lands, buildings or structures in the same zoning district. It is for the purpose 
of docking a boat, a privilege that is enjoyed by all of his neighbors.  

 
4. That literal interpretation of the provisions of these regulations would deprive the applicant of 
rights commonly enjoyed by other properties in the same zoning district under the terms of these 
regulations and would work unnecessary and undue hardship on the applicant. 

• The literal interpretation of the provision of these regulations would deprive the 
applicant of rights commonly enjoyed  by other adjacent properties in the same zoning 
district under the terms of these regulations, and would work unnecessary and undue 
hardship on the applicant by not allowing him access to the water through his property. 

 
5. That the variance granted is the minimum variance that will make possible the reasonable use 
of the land, building or structure. 

• Granting the variance is the minimum variance that will make possible the reasonable 
use of the land, and provide access to the water, similar to what the adjacent properties 
enjoy. 

 
6. That granting the variance will not change the use to one that is not permitted in the zoning 
district or different from other land in the same district. 



• Granting the variance will not change the use to one, or anyone that is not permitted in 
the zoning district or different from other land in the same district 

 
7. That the granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general intent and purpose of 
these regulations, and that such variance will not be injurious to the area involved or otherwise 
detrimental to the public welfare. 

• The Granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general intent and purpose of 
these regulations, and that such variance will not be injurious to the area involved or 
otherwise detrimental to the public welfare. It will not protrude into any waterway 
farther than any structure falling within the line of adjacent shorelines. (see aerial views 
attached) 

 
8. That the granting of the variance is appropriate for the continued preservation of an historic 
landmark or historic landmark district. 

• The granting of this variance is appropriate for the continued preservation of historic 
landmarks and or districts.  
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