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A study in smooth and rough lesiured siuceo.

The lower portion of the wall is of

coral stone

STUCCO—COLOR

By Plineas L. Paist, .A. 1. A.

MOST of ‘us have becn astounded by the
change in “cflect” of a building when
we have been forced to use a different tile
roof, a perhaps cheaper and diflerent
building material than we had first con-
ceived or intended using on the building.

Carrying color to an extreme—try to
imagine an all while building, an all bluc
building of the same tone as the sky—
recall the “strange™ effect of a plaster or
cardboard model of a building before il
was colored with the local color of its
building material; and you will realize

that the golor of any one unit in a de-
velopment scheme bears exactly the same

relation to its environment that a small

motil in an Qriental rug does to the gen-
eral color effect of the rug, or that the tone
value of a bit of costume does to the com-
plete ensemble of a painting.

As regards eolor of Coral Gables; Coral
Gables is withont doubt_the_most.unique

and interesting development in_the South

George Merrick, whose remarkable busi-
ness instinet and strangely enough, whose

National Builder

/1 combination of smooth ond rough
textured stucee

jimer self is mixed with poetry (actual
salable poctry) deserves commendation
from archilects, builders and material men
for the opportunity of building 2 town, a
designed town, architecturally harmoniotus,
and a town intelligently different from the
average horribly discordant aberations
that are usual in new developments, He
has had the vision and ‘has obtained re-
sults by holding control of all architectural
and landscape schemes ard finally, of all
of the local color of the town, © =*

The local building "materialt f Coral



GabJes are some local coral stoue, some
. imparter] “clay tile, but the great bulk of
«the building is of reinforced conercte and
concrete block. Concrete block and burnt
* tile’ both require a facing material of
" stieco. Stuceo is unusually applicd with-
out the added mixture of aggregates to
give texture in color. Color is supplied
by a colored wash as our grandiathers
freshened up the barn or the chicken caop
with tinted whitewash te imitate the more
precious textures and colors of local
stones or marbles (Venice is mostly built
of brick, faced with a thin vencer of mar-
ble or stuccoed and colored).

To oblain the wvarious modulated or
weathered effects in stucco color, it is es-
sential that the stucco itsclf shall have
some natural texture, surface movement,
or be applied with a genuine plastic tech-
nique. Eight years ago, Miami could anly
show smooth interior plaster stucco, the
- smaoother the better in the plaster’s lan-
guage, or a variance “pebble dash” stucco.
With the help and intelligent co-operation
of Mr. John B. Orr, it has been possible
to educate the loeal stucco ‘men into an
appreciation of the nature of the material
they are using and lo obtain “lexture” in
exterior stucco that lends itself to natural-
istic and pleasing surfaccs.

Stucco as applicd in Coral Gables is un-
usually of a so-called "Spanish effect,”
which means that the scratch coat has
been quickly and roughly troweled on
about Y-inch thick, followed almost im-
mediately with 2 texture fnish applied as
a2 second coat troweled upon with acei-
dental thicknesses and surfaces uneven in

eflcct,  Sometimes this second ecoat is |

knocked down or brushed to give an old

weather worn texture. In_applying_color
to_this stucco the elfect tri i
an_old builline  that _has heen col

= % i lozad
- many times and through ¢ime_ne_weath-
cring, retains fragments of all of its ofd
s "E;_-,l-” . A o e
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Rough texinres like this seem 1o fairly
- sparkle in the light

age golorings. Usually the first coat of
eoI5F 5 of some deep rich eolor, well
waterproofed and completely  covering
and Rlling ali of the stucco, This is fol-
towed by half tone’ colorings either grey
or possible subscquent stucco coloring,
then by a high light color wash, The
general effect of the building will show
in the deepest intérstices of the stucco the
deep rich coloring, in the slightly higher
spots, the half-tone color and, on the very
high spots, or points of the stucco a high
light color that will give the cffect of a
bleached ar weathered color.

The colors used are dry ground colors.
Proportions of color with the average
medium colored house: two sacks of
lime, three gallons of paste waterproofing
or five galions of liquid waterproofing, and
onc-fuarier sack of grey coment are uscd
to a barrel for color. Stiucco color can be
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Nale the decorative frieze of colored stueco wnder the cornice

COltalurey PErlingin sh o prelivg ui cignt

‘to ten years. The James Deering house

shows no dcterioration in that time: cer-
tain of the low walls and smaller buildings
have weathered and changed color due to
the proximity of the faliage and planting,
or lo the fact that purposely the first coal
of color was thoroughly waterproofed and
the second coat—usually of a different
shade—was not waterproofed so thor-
oughly that lime would modify or change
the sccond coat or even fake it off and
leave morsels of the first coat showing
throuy i
In Coral Gables we have cndeavorcda

use zone coloring; that is, certain portions,
of the development will have full rich col-
oring, - quite to the limit of our pallette,
while others will have grey zones; somec
streets have been worked from an almost
pure white color, at onc.end, fushed up
into the rich coloring of intefior zones at
the other end. Streets have been studied
house against house, so as to lead in what
may be called "a tone symphony from cold
to warm colors.” J

n experimenting it has been found pos-

- 4ibie to obtain various color effects by

studying the coloring of nature, the desp
rich tawny red and the yellowish browa
of the inside bark of the cocenut tree,
overlaid or highlighted with the purpleish

. grey of the oufside bark; varied shells

have possible combinations of color that
are applicable to stucco color, very much
o for the reason that the quality of their
coloring is quite the same as'that of whijte-
wash, i, &, 2 basis of lime and calor with
a flat quality.

The color may be applied as herein sug-
gested in theee separate washes, or by a
gang of painters working togcther on thi
same scaffold and flushing or ending the
colors logether; or” the very much.more
cxpensive manner by mixing the color
with the stuceo itself. ’

Fairly smooth in texiurc, but forming an
= . irregular surfuce | .o
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Scholarship. Upon his return, he
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