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Public	Art	Proposal	for	Balboa	Plaza,	Coral	Gables:	
	
	
Artists:		 Roberto	Behar	&	Rosario	Marquardt,	R	&	R	studios	

Title:		 	 A Midsummer Night's Dream 

Year:		 	 Anticipated	completion	2016	

Dimensions:			Bench 4’‐6” (h) x 30’‐0” (w) x 8’‐0” (d)   

      Lamps: 14 feet high  

Materials:		 Bench:	oolite	stone,			

								 Lamps:	powder	coated	aluminum,	acrylic,	LED	lights	

	
Description:	
	
A Midsummer Night’s Dream  is conceived as a social sculpture, a place of encounters 
and a stage for everyday life and stories to unfold.  The project is located at Balboa Plaza 
which is punctuated by a beautiful, large banyan tree.  
 
The  appearance  of  the  oversized  piece  is  sudden  and  wondrous,  at  once  real  and 
fantastic,  familiar and unprecedented; a slice of domesticity  in a public park. The  long 
sofa  invites us  to conversation, a moment of  repose or  to wait  for a  friend. Together 
with the two lamps we are reminded of home. 
 
The Outdoor Room dissolves  the boundaries between  fiction and  reality. Between art 
and  life  it promotes a sense of personal ownership  in  the public realm. The domestic, 
iconic  imagery  becomes  part  of  our  collective  imaginary  and  offers  a  home  for  the 
recollection of shared experiences. 
	
	
	
Image	of	the	proposed	piece	–	up	to	5	views	of	the	proposed	artwork,	may	include	
details	and	artwork	as	seen	at	day/night.		
Please	see	attached	PDF	file	

EXHIBIT A



	
Installation	method	and	requirements:	
	
The	art	is	created	using	standard	building	processes.		The	bench	will	be	made	from	
large	pieces	of	oolite	stone	joined	together	and	carved	into	the	shape	of	the	bench	
using	both	machine	tools	and	hand	tools.	 	 	The	lamps	will	be	fabricated	in	a	metal	
fabrication	shop	with	regular	welding	and	metal	shaping	techniques	and	will	have	a	
powder	 coated	 finish.	 	 	 The	 bench	 and	 the	 lamps	 will	 be	 installed	 on	 concrete	
footings.	 	The	stones	can	me	moved	 into	place	using	 forklift	and	the	 lamps	can	be	
hand	carried	and	installed	by	two	people.		Detailed	construction	documents	will	be	
completed	upon	the	approval	of	the	proposal.											
	
	
Origin	of	the	piece,	provenance	if	applicable:	n/a	
	
Appraised	value	of	the	artwork	with	supporting	documentation	from	a	qualified	
appraiser:				$87,000.00	
	 	
A Midsummer Night's Dream   
Public Art Proposal for Balboa Plaza, Coral Gables   
Estimated Budget, R & R Studios,  01‐15‐2016   
   
Stone sculpture   $42,000.00 
Lamps & electrical  $15,000.00 
Landscaping  $5,000.00 
Architectural plans & shop drawings  $7,000.00 
Artist design fee  $8,000.00 
Artist fabrication oversight and cordination   $7,000.00 
Plans processing, permitting, copying, etc.  $3,000.00 
   
Total  $87,000.00 

	
	
Maintenance	requirements:
	
The	bench	 and	 the	 lamps	will	 be	 constructed	 from	durable	 long	 lasting	materials,	
and	will	require	very	low	maintenance.	 	 	The	bench	and	the	lamps	may	be	washed	
with	 low	 pressure	 soft	 wash	 once	 a	 year	 (or	 less	 depending	 on	 the	mold	 or	 dirt	
buildup).	 	Cleaning	solutions	should	not	be	used	and	only	water	should	be	used	to	
clean	the	bench.			The	lamps	may	be	cleaned	with	regular	washing	soap	and	water.		
The	lamps	will	be	equipped	with	Led	light	bulbs;	under	normal	usage,	the	bulbs	will	
only	have	to	be	replaced	every	eight	to	ten	years.		



ROBERTO BEHAR & ROSARIO MARQUARDT
R & R STUDIOS

A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM 

BALBOA PLAZA, CORAL GABLES  
January 15, 2016



A Midsummer Night’s Dream
Balboa Plaza, Coral Gables

Roberto Behar & Rosario Marquardt
R & R Studios

A Midsummer Night’s Dream is conceived as a social sculpture, a place of encounters and a stage for
everyday life and stories to unfold. The project is located at Balboa Plaza which is punctuated by a
beautiful, large banyan tree.

The appearance of the oversized piece is sudden and wondrous, at once real and fantastic, familiar and
unprecedented; a slice of domesticity in a public park. The long sofa invites us to conversation, a moment
of repose or to wait for a friend. Together with the two lamps we are reminded of home.

The Outdoor Room dissolves the boundaries between fiction and reality. Between art and life it promotes
a sense of personal ownership in the public realm. The domestic, iconic imagery becomes part of our
collective imaginary and offers a home for the recollection of shared experiences.
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Existing conditions
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A Midsummer Night's Dream, R & R Studios

Balboa Plaza - 744 Biltmore Way
Art in Public Places Budget

Description Estimated Costs

Stone Sculpture (Fabrication) 42,000.00$                   

Lamps & Electrical 15,000.00$                   

Landscaping 5,000.00$                      

Architectural Plans & Shop Drawings 7,000.00$                      

Artist Design Fee 8,000.00$                      

Artist fabrication oversight and coordination 7,000.00$                      

Plans processing, permitting, copying, etc. 3,000.00$                      

Total: 87,000.00$                   

Art Requirement Based on 1% of estimate of $9,200,000* 92,000.00$                   

Public Art Costs 87,000.00$                   

Estimate monetary contribution to City's APP Fund 5,000.00$                      

Estimate monetary contribution to Public Art Maintenance Fund** 8,700.00$                      

 *The Art in Public Places requirement of $ 92,000 was calculated on 1% of the 

Aggregate Project Value (hard and soft construction costs of both projects), 

totaling $ 9,200,000 

 **The monetary contribution to the Public Art Maintenance Fund is 

calculated on 10% of the cost of the public art, totaling $ 87,000 










