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September 22, 2015City Commission Meeting Minutes

ROLL CALL

Mayor Cason, Commissioner Keon, Commissioner Lago, Vice Mayor 

Quesada and Commissioner Slesnick

Present: 5 - 

INVOCATION

Reverend Arnold Perry gave the Invocation.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner Wayne "Chip" Withers led the Pledge of Allegiance.

LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

The following minutes summary includes all presentations made, and actions taken 

which information is supplemented by the following exhibits on file in the Office of the 

City Clerk, and which are by reference made a part of the record herein: (a) 

Ordinance(s) adopted (Ordinance No. 2015-26) (b) Resolution(s) adopted 

(Resolution No. 2015-220 through Resolution No. 2015-232); (c) Video; (d) Audio 

Recording; (e) Minutes Folder with Agenda and background information, including 

items which were submitted at the meeting.
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PRESENTATIONS AND PROTOCOL ITEMSA.

[Note for the Record:  Mayor Cason called Marketing Director Michelle Cash up to 

the podium, and prefaced his remarks by stating that he wanted to take a moment to 

recognize one of the outstanding members of our City’s staff-pointing out that she has 

been a force behind our City’s Marketing Department and brand development, which 

has expanded into a new frontier of technology and communications, connectivity and 

aesthetics.  Further noting that Michelle’s accomplishments are many, and that he 

would just like to mention a few of them: (1)  In collaboration with our Information 

Technology Department, she helped launch the City of Coral Gables Mobile 

Application, which provides anytime/anywhere access to the City’s programs and 

services; (2) Rolled out a fresh Citywide brand identity and a set of guidelines resulting 

in a unified look and feel for City materials and a built in  natural elegance for our 

community; (3) Spearheaded a newly formatted City magazine entitled, “Living in the 

City Beautiful, copies of same which were delivered to every household in Coral 

Gables; (4)  Through Community Outreach, has made possible several events, the first 

ever Memorial Day Ceremony, resurrection of Town Hall Meeting and Public 

Workshop Meetings, help lead the Discover Coral Gables Video initiative, to name a 

few.

City Manager Swanson-Rivenbark informed the viewing public that when the City 

Commission found out that Michelle was leaving to go home  to take care of her 

mother, they wanted to do something special, because Michelle not only changed the 

look, but also the feel, and the City is eternally grateful.  Therefore, in recognition of 

the role that Michelle has played in marketing the City Beautiful that they wanted to 

present her with this plaque, which they had planned unbeknownst to her.

In accepting this accolade, Michelle stated that being somewhat unprepared, that she 

has had the opportunity to work with each and every one of the Commissioners, and 

that it has been a pleasure for the past three and-one-half years, and it has been an 

absolute blast; further adding that she loves the City, adding that being Canadian, when 

she first arrived here she considered herself an outsider, but having been here she feels 

more like an insider, being connected to the City family].

City Clerk Item No. 2
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A.-1. 15-4283 Congratulations to Daniela Romano, Marcos Algeciras, Mckenna Warren and Emilia 

Rubalcaba, winners of the 90th Anniversary Children’s Art Contest and presentation of 

prizes.

Commission Cover 9.22.15 (children's art contest)Attachments:

This Presentation/Protocol Document was Presented and Filed

City Clerk Item No. 1

A.-2. 15-4319 Presentation of a Proclamation declaring the week of September 17 through September 

23, 2015 as "Constitution Week" in Coral Gables.

[Note for the Record:  Mayor Cason acknowledged Constitution Week, more 

particularly September 17-22, 2015 here in Coral Gables, and read said protocol 

document into the public record.  Lisa Chaffin, former Regent, stood in for current 

Chaplain Pamela Kaplan, who could not be present during the ceremony on this same 

date.  Ms. Chaffin requested of Chapter Community Service Chair Dorothy Thomson 

to join her at the dais.  Ms. Chaffin further stated that her Chapter has been around for 

87 years, and added that they are touched and honored to receive the protocol 

document from the City; further mentioning that as stated previously, that from the 17th 

through the 23rd of September, that they are honored to acknowledge what our 

ancestors sacrificed their lives for-namely our freedom, liberty and the blessings from 

God, the greatness of this country, what it has become-adding that it warms the  heart 

to see the children, and that she is proud to be here to receive this proclamation; 

further extending an invitation to the Commission and officials to join the Coral Gables 

Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution for an event in Key Largo].

This Presentation/Protocol Document was Presented and Filed

City Clerk Item No. 3
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A.-3. 15-4324 Presentation honoring Commissioner Jeannett Slesnick, recipient of the Coral Gables 

Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, 2015 "Community Service Award".  

Presented by Dorothy Thomson, Award Chairman.

[Note for the Record:    Former Mayor Dorothy Thomson prefaced her remarks by 

stating that she is the Chairperson of the Community Service Award, that is given each 

year by the Daughters of the American Revolution, noting that the viewing public just 

met the immediate past Regent, namely Lisa Chaffin; Pamela Cadman , the current 

Chaplain, was unable to be in attendance; further mentioning that the Community 

Service Award is a different kind of award, given each year by the Coral Gables 

Chapter, but usually it is given during the meeting of the DAR (i.e. second Tuesday of 

the month, which usually means that our City Commissioner cannot be in attendance; 

whereby former mayor Thomson stated that in order for Commissioner to  be able to 

receive the award, her group is using the venue today to do so; further adding that the 

award to be given to Commissioner Jeannett Slesnick was voted upon prior to her 

being elected as City Commissioner, pointing out that the members of the DAR did not 

that she was going to run for public office; Commissioner Slesnick admits that she did 

know herself; further noting that this award is strictly from the community and that it is 

not a local award, but a national one that is given by the National Society of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution; and the purpose of this award is to recognize 

worthy individuals for unpaid voluntary achievement in cultural, educational, 

humanitarian, patriotism, historical, citizenship, or environmental-conservation 

endeavors.   The recipient must have contributed to the community in an outstanding 

manner, and that Jeannett meets all of those criteria, everyone agrees, she added; 

further noting that Commissioner Jeannett is one of those driven individuals who have 

mastered the art of community service.  

In accepting this accolade, Commissioner Slesnick thanked the Daughters of the 

American Revolution was this recognition].

This Presentation/Protocol Document was Presented and Filed

City Clerk Item No. 4
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A.-4. 15-4242 Presentation of a 20 year service pin to Police Officer Robert H. Thomson.

CM_20 Yr. Service Pin - Ofc. Robert ThomsonAttachments:

[Note for the Record:  City Manager Rivenbark requested of Human Resources 

Director Elsa Jaramillo-Velez and Police Chief Edward Hudak to approach the dais 

and present Police Officer Robert H. Thomson as the Officer of the Month for 

September 2015.  Mrs. Jaramillo-Velez stated that Officer Thomson began his career 

with the City as a Police Officer in September of 1995 and later became a Police 

Officer in March.  

Officer Thomson received Honorable Mention for Officer of the Month in July of 

1996, November 2002, June 2006 and May 2012; he was recipient of Officer of the 

Month September 1999 and October 2004; he was awarded Officer of the Year in 

1999 and received the Employee Excellence Award in May of 2000, added Mrs. 

Jaramillo-Velez.  The City thanks Robert Thomson for 20 years of loyal service.

Police Chief Hudak informed the Commissioners that is fitting  that we award this 

20-year pin for the legacy of someone who has worked so well-noting that we have 

the Mayor’s, with the exception of one, who have been here, and Robbie is part of the 

tradition and legacy  and commitment; further recalling that he remembers Robbie 

when he use to drive his mother’s orange  Corvette and deliver pizzas while under the 

employ of Domino’s Pizza; observing that he has never lost his vigor, and his 

commitment to do what is right for the City of Coral Gables while serving as a police 

Officer; further pointing out that his mother and father still serve the City of Coral 

Gables.

In accepting this accolade, Robbie stated that it is an honor and a privilege to have 

served 20 great years, and that he shares a lot of memories here:  he was born and 

raised here; he use to ride his bicycle on Alphonso, etc.  There are not too many police 

officers who can say that they were born and raised here and are now patrolling the 

streets that they once terrorized  back in the day; pointing out that it has been a great 

run, that he is still here, and that he enjoys it].

This Presentation/Protocol Document was Presented and Filed

City Clerk Item No. 5
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A.-5. 15-4302 Recognition of the Coral Gables Fire Department for receiving “Accreditation Status” from 

the Commission on Fire Accreditation International, awarded on August 26, 2015 in 

Atlanta, Georgia.

Cover Memo - Accreditation Status Recognition, Sept 2015

CFAI letter of recognition

Attachments:

[Note for the Record:  Following Mayor Cason’s reading of the title to Agenda Item 

A-5 into the public record, he called upon Fire Chief Mark Stolzenberg to present this 

item.  Chief Stolzenberg prefaced his remarks by stating that he was pleased to be in 

attendance today, and referenced the lyrics from a contemporary rap song by saying 

that he did not mean to brag, and he did not mean to boast, but he will in 

acknowledging  that Coral Gables Fire Department has been re-accredited by the 

commission on Fire Accreditation International; the latest re-accreditation serves as the 

City’s fifth successful re-accreditation, and that the Coral Gables Fire Department’s 

represents 1 of 19 departments in the country that holds both Class 1 Insurance Safety 

Office rating and Fire Accreditation; and only 1 in 5 in the State of Florida.

Chief Stolzenberg briefly commented on the role of the Accreditation Manager, who is 

charged with the responsibility of developing the document, developing the SOP’s, 

preparing our response time, etc.; further introducing the staff that help with the 

accreditation process:  Robert De la Rosa, Deputy Fire Chief, Robert Lowman, 

Division Fire Chief, Fire Marshall, Captain Acevedo, Gil Hernandez, Division Chief, in 

charge of the Operations Division, Alan Ruzzo, who runs the Professional Standards 

Division; further noting that without these core individuals, accreditation does not 

happen.

Fire Chief Stolzenberg further articulated the timeline for said process-pointing out that 

in August, he went to Atlanta to present the departments’ self-assessment document. 

He further mentioned that one of the questions addressed was what made you 

institutionalize the accreditation process?  We explained that the department took its 

standard coverage, but the fire fighters did not use it every day, adding that they put it 

onto the promotional exam, and now everyone knows what our standard coverage is, 

as well as forms part of our accreditation process.

Chief Stolzenberg summed up his presentation by stating that he is proud to present 

this accreditation award to the City Commission, citizens of Coral Gables, and to the 

members of his department; further thanking the rest of the City departments who 

contributed to his departments’ achievement of its goal.

Commissioner Lago inquired as to the  number of full service cities have been able to 

attain this recognition?- whereby Fire Chief Stolzenberg stated 18 accredited agencies 

in the state of Florida have attained this recognition, and for those who are a Class 1 

and accredited organization, there are 19 nationwide].
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This Presentation/Protocol Document was Presented and Filed

City Clerk Item No. 6

A.-6. 15-4239 Congratulations to Firefighter Xavier Jones, recipient of the City of Coral Gables 

"Firefighter of the Month Award," for the month of September, 2015.

Cover Memo - FF OF THE MONTH, Sept 2015

Notification Letter, FF of the Month, Sept 2015

Attachments:

[Note for the Record:  Following Mayor Cason’s reading of the title to Agenda Item 

A-6 into the public record, Fire Chief Stolzenberg that there was a reason for his 

calling Firefighter Xavier Jones name last from the list of firefighters who were 

introduced as forming part of the certification team, he is one of the more interesting 

firefighter team members, adding that despite his youthful appearance, “X” as he is 

commonly referred to started with the department when he was 16 years old, not as a 

firefighter, but as a Fire Explorer; following the completion of the Firefighter Explorer 

post, he went to the Fire Academy following high school, and later to the state of 

Florida to obtain his paramedic certification; he was subsequently hired by the Fire 

Department of Daytona Beach, only to later come back to  the city of Coral Gables in 

2006; pointing out that they were happy to have him back to the Fire Department after 

he went full circle ; further adding that “X: became a valued member of their 

department, as he showed interest in the accreditation process; he showed interest  in 

said process in 2009 after being reassigned to staff and learned the intricate parts of 

the Fire Department; further noting that as the reaccreditation process started to 

resurface, the Department looked for an experienced leader, and there again “X” 

stepped up and took a  leadership role; further stating that willing to do the job 

unselfishly is one thing, however his youth appearance did not let him down, in that he 

had to be forceful and keep everyone on task; further noting that each time someone 

tries to do something on top of what one is already doing on a day-to-day basis, things 

get pushed aside; further mentioning that it was not uncommon that when most staff 

saw “X” in the hallway, they either shut the door, or went somewhere else, because 

they knew he was going to look for some of the documents and accreditation material.

Chief Stolzenberg further informed the viewing public that Firefighter Xavier Jones was 

worthy of this recognition, and that his commitment to our department, and his 

willingness to take a leadership role; further adding that his work product emphasizes 

excellence, and that the department is fortunate to have him; summing up by saying that 

he just wanted to congratulate him for being selected, and commend him for the great 

job he did with the accreditation process, and mostly for being that right person.

In accepting this accolade, Firefighter Xavier Jones thanked the mayor, members of 

the City Commission and the City Manager for this opportunity; also thanking Fire 
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Chief Stolzenberg and Chief De la Rosa for entrusting to him the leadership role in 

furtherance of such a prestigious accomplishment; further saying that this is what Coral 

Gables stands for when it comes to exceptional services and professionalism]. 

This Presentation/Protocol Document was Presented and Filed

City Clerk Item No. 7

APPROVAL OF MINUTESB.

B.-1. 15-4312 Regular City Commission Meeting of August 25, 2015.

Meeting Minutes.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item E-2 - Ordinance amending Chapter 2 entitled Administration - Procurement Code.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item E-3 - Ordinance prohibiting the unauthorized entry into an automobile.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item E-4 - Reso relating to collection and disposal of solid waste and establishing rate of assessment.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item F-3 - Reso providing for trial expansion of currently existing victim assistance program.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item F-4 - Reso establishing preference for American manufactured products in award of contracts.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item F-6 - Reso supporting sustainable construction development and design standards.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item H-3 - Reso amending Ord 2015-17 Sanitary Sewer Fee Schedule.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item H-4 - Review of Rules of Procedure approved by the Board of Architects.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item H-5 - Presentation of Quarterly Financial Report ended June 30 2015.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item H-7 - Reso approving the change in design for the BID temporary window clings.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item I-1 - Update regarding discussion with FPL and MDC regarding powerlines along Metrorail.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item I-2 - Update regarding compliance with City regulations on placement of mailboxes.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item I-3 - Status update regarding MPO membership.pdf

Verbatim Transcript - Agenda Item I-4 - Update regarding enforcement of City regulations as to abandoned properties.pdf

Attachments:

A motion was made by Commissioner Lago, seconded by Vice Mayor Quesada, 

that this matter be approved. The motion passed by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Keon,  Commissioner Lago,  Vice Mayor Quesada,  

Commissioner Slesnick and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 8

B.-2. 15-4313 First Budget Hearing of September 8, 2015.

Meeting Minutes.pdf

Verbatim Transcript.pdf

Attachments:

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Quesada, seconded by Commissioner 

Slesnick, that this matter be approved. The motion passed by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Lago,  Vice Mayor Quesada,  Commissioner Slesnick,  

Commissioner Keon and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 9
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CONSENT AGENDAC.

All items listed within this section entitled "Consent Agenda" are considered to be 

self-explanatory and are not expected to require additional review or discussion, unless 

a member of the City Commission or a citizen so requests, in which case, the item will 

be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered along with the regular order of 

business. Hearing no objections to the items listed under the "Consent Agenda", a vote 

on the adoption of the Consent Agenda will be taken.

Passed the Consent Agenda

A motion was made  by Vice Mayor Quesada, seconded by Commissioner Lago, 

to Adopt the Consent Agenda.  The motion carried by the following vote:

Yeas : Vice Mayor Quesada,  Commissioner Slesnick,  Commissioner Keon,  

Commissioner Lago and Mayor Cason

5 - 

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-220

C.-1. 15-4306 A Resolution authorizing Satchmo Blues Bar and Grill, Inc. to sell alcoholic beverages, 

from noon until midnight, at the Plaza located at 60 Merrick Way from Monday, 

September 28, 2015, through Monday, October 12, 2015, during the OKTOBERFEST 

event, to benefit the Woody Foundation, subject to Florida Department of Professional 

Regulation Requirements.

21st Annual Coral Gables Oktoberfest- Satchmo Blues Bar and Grill

21st Annual Coral Gables Oktoberfest- Satchmo Blues Bar and Grill signed page

Resolution for Octoberfest 2015

2016 Master Plan on the Bierhaus Plaza

Signed Cover Memo.pdf

Attachments:

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SATCHMO BAR AND GRILL TO SELL 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AT THE PLAZA, LOCATED AT 60 MERRICK WAY 

FROM THURSDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2015, THROUGH SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 

2015, DURING THE OKTOBERFEST EVENT, SUBJECT TO FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL REGULATION REQUIREMENTS.

City Clerk Item No. 10
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-221

C.-2. 15-4307 A Resolution authorizing Gables Hispanic Cultural Foundation to sell alcoholic beverages, 

from 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m., at Ponce Circle Park, the first Friday of each month from 

November 2015 through March 2016, during Fiesta @ the Park, to benefit the Hispanic 

Cultural Foundation, subject to Florida Department of Professional Regulation 

Requirements.

Fiesta @ the Park- Gables Hispanic Cultural Foundation

Fiesta @ the Park 2015-2016 Resolution

Signed Cover Memo.pdf

Attachments:

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING GABLES HISPANIC CULTURAL FOUNDATION 

TO SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES FROM 5:00 PM TO 10:00 PM AT FRED 

B. HARTNETT PONCE CIRCLE PARK, DURING FIESTA IN THE PARK ON 

NOVEMBER 6, 2015, DECEMBER 4, 2015, JANUARY   8,  2016,    FEBRUARY  

5,  2016,    APRIL  1,  2016 AND MAY 6, 2016, TO BENEFIT THE HISPANIC 

CULTURAL FOUNDATION, SUBJECT TO FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF 

PROFESSIONAL REGULATION REQUIREMENTS.  

This Matter was adopted by Resolution Number 2015-221 on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 11

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-222

C.-3. 15-4299 A Resolution accepting the recommendation of the Chief Procurement Officer to award a 

contract for Medical Director Services for the Fire Department, to Dr. Frederick Keroff, 

M.D., through InPhyNet South Broward, Inc. d/b/a Team Health Southeast, pursuant to 

Section 2-828, entitled “Contract Award” of the Procurement Code and Request for 

Proposal RFP No. 2015.07.20.

Dr.Frederick Keroff - Response

Evaluation Committee Matrix

Tabulation Sheet - Final

Draft Resolution

Signed Cover Memo.pdf

Attachments:

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE CHIEF 

PROCUREMENT OFFICER TO AWARD A CONTRACT FOR MEDICAL 

DIRECTOR SERVICES FOR THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO DR. FREDERICK 

KEROFF, M.D., THROUGH INPHYNET SOUTH BROWARD, INC., D/B/A TEAM 

HEALTH SOUTHEAST, PURSUANT TO SECTION 2-828 ENTITLED 

“CONTRACT AWARD” OF THE PROCUREMENT CODE AND REQUEST 

FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) NO. 2015.07.20.

This Matter was adopted by Resolution Number 2015-222 on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 12
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-223

C.-4. 15-4300 A Resolution authorizing expenditures in the amount of $11,718 from Federal Forfeited 

Asset Fund (F.A.F.) monies, for the acquisition of law enforcement equipment; the 

purchase of bicycles for utilization by the Coral Gables Police Department.

Item Title Cover Memo-$11,718-BicyclesForNTPU-09.10.2015

Resolution-$11,718-BicyclesForNTPU-09.10.2015

WORD-Resolution-$11,718-BicyclesForNTPU-09.10.2015

Signed Cover Memo.pdf

Attachments:

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXPENDITURES IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$11,718.00 FROM FEDERAL FORFEITED ASSET FUND (F.A.F.) MONIES 

FOR THE ACQUISITION OF LAW ENFORCEMENT EQUIPMENT; THE 

PURCHASE OF BICYCLES FOR UTILIZATION BY THE CORAL GABLES 

POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

This Matter was adopted by Resolution Number 2015-223 on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 13

Presentation of Boards and/or Committees draft minutes requesting no action from 

the City Commission:

1.

1.-1. 15-4297 Board of Adjustment Meeting of May 4, 2015.

09 22 15 CC Cover Memo re Minutes - Board of Adj. re  05 04 15

Exhibit A - 05 04 15 Copy of Notice of Public Hearing

Exhibit B - 05 04 15 Board of Adj Minutes

Attachments:

This Matter was approved on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 14

1.-2. 15-4257 Construction Regulation Board Meeting Minutes, August 10, 2015.

AUGUST 10, 2015 Meeting Minutes

Meeting Minutes 8-10-2015

Attachments:

This Matter was approved on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 15

1.-3. 15-4320 Code Enforcement Board Hearing of 9/16/15 (Draft).

CEB Hearing Minutes - 9-16-15 - DraftAttachments:

This Matter was approved on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 16
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1.-4. 15-4285 Economic Development Board Minutes of July 8, 2015.

EDB Minutes 7-08-15Attachments:

This Matter was approved on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 17

1.-5. 15-4286 Economic Development Board Minutes of August 12, 2015.

EDB Minutes 8-12-15Attachments:

This Matter was approved on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 18

1.-6. 15-4298 Historic Preservation Board Meeting of August 20, 2015.

HPB.08.20.15MinutesforCC09.22.15

HPB Minutes - August 20 2015

Attachments:

This Matter was approved on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 19

1.-7. 15-4284 Property Advisory Board Minutes of August 19, 2015.

8-19-15 PAB minutes (DRAFT)Attachments:

This Matter was approved on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 20
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1.-8. 15-4310 Transportation Advisory Board meeting of June 16, 2015.

TAB 6-16-15 minutes COVER

6-16-2015 TAB minutes

Attachments:

This Matter was approved on the Consent Agenda.

City Clerk Item No. 21

PERSONAL APPEARANCESD.

None

City Clerk Item No. 22

PUBLIC HEARINGSE.

APPEAL

Agenda Items E.-1. and E.-3. are related.

E.-1. 15-4314 Historic Preservation Board Appeal - CASE FILE COA (SP) 2014-002 (997 N. Greenway 

Drive - Country Club of Coral Gables) 

Donald and Jeannett Slesnick and Vincent and Carol Damian, applicants, have filed an 

Appeal to the Coral Gables City Commission, from a decision of the Historic Preservation 

Board at its regular meeting held on Thursday, May 8, 2014, to permit the laying of 

keystone pavers over the front yard of property located at 997 N. Greenway Drive, (Coral 

Gables Country Club), which will result in reducing the set-backs and the amount of 

required landscaped open space.
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ResultsLetterandCertificate

Appeal Application - 997 N. Greenway

notice-of-public-hearing

Letter of Intent.Staff Report COA (SP) 2014-004.Plans

E-mailfrom-MayorSlesnick

Dan May Comments received 4-10-14

Vincent Damian-Email-Dated-April 11 2014

Vincent Damian Letter Dated April 14 2014

E-mailfromMayorSlesnick-Dated-April 14 2014

Letter from Mayor Slesnick received May 06 2014

E-mailfrom-AldoBusot-Dated-May 07 2014

E-mailfrom-JoseLuisandNalvisValera Dated May 08 2014

CoverPage.COA(SP)2009-19.Staff.Report

HPB August 20 2009 - Signed

plans-addition-997-north-greenway-drive

HPB September 15, 2009-Signed

DanMay.Comments.May.8.2014.HPB

E-mails between Dan P. May.and.City Staff.Officials

HPR196-COASP2014-02 Greenway997 Country Club.HPR197-COASP2014-02 Greenway997CountryClub.HPR198-COASP2014-02Greenway997CountryClub

verbatiam-transcript-may.8.2014.hpb.meeting

CGCCAppeal-For.C.C.09.22.15

CGCCAppeal-For.C.C.09.22.15-draft

CGCCAppeal-For.C.C.09.22.15 cover sheet

Attachments:

[Note for the Record:  The verbatim transcript for Agenda Item E-1 is available for 

public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk and in Legistar].

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Quesada, seconded by Commissioner Keon, 

that this matter be adopted by Resolution Number 2015-228. The motion passed 

by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Keon,  Commissioner Lago and Vice Mayor Quesada3 - 

Nays : Mayor Cason1 - 

Abstentions : Commissioner Slesnick1 - 

City Clerk Item No. 27
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ORDINANCE ON SECOND READING

ORDINANCE NO. 2015-26

E.-2. 15-4265 An Ordinance amending Chapter 50 of the Code of the City of Coral Gables, entitled 

“Pensions,” amending Section 50-29, City Contributions.

Teamsters Pension Resolution Final (01044567)

First Budget Hearing - Cover Memo

Second Reading - Cover Memo.pdf

No Actuarial Impact Letter - Ordinance Effective 9-8-15.pdf

CGRS AIS for Proposed Ordinance - General Employees 9-16-2015.pdf

Attachments:

[Note for the Record:  The verbatim transcript for Agenda Item E-2 is available for 

public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk and in Legistar].

A motion was made by Commissioner Keon, seconded by Vice Mayor Quesada, 

that this matter be adopted by Ordinance Number 2015-26. The motion passed by 

the following vote.

Yeas : Vice Mayor Quesada,  Commissioner Slesnick,  Commissioner Keon,  

Commissioner Lago and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 30

ORDINANCES ON FIRST READING

Agenda Items E.-3. and E.-1. are related.

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-229

E.-3. 15-4296 Ordinance on First Reading.  Conditional Use with Site Plan Review. An Ordinance of the 

City Commission of Coral Gables, Florida requesting conditional use with site plan review 

pursuant to Zoning Code Article 3, “Development Review”, Division 4, “Conditional Uses”, 

and Article 4, “Zoning Districts”, Division 2, “Overlay and Special Purpose Districts”, 

Section 4-204, “Special Use (S) District”, for an amendment to an approved site plan and 

previous conditions of approval (Ordinance No. 2009-47) for an existing country club 

located within a Special Use (S) zoned district, for the property commonly referred to as 

the “Coral Gables Country Club” and legally described as Lots 1-9 and 37-39, Block 32, 

Coral Gables Section “B” (997 North Greenway Drive), Coral Gables, Florida; and 

including required conditions; providing for a repealer provision, a severability clause, and 

providing for an effective date. (PZB recommended approval, Vote 4-1)
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Exhibit A - Ordinance No. 2009-47

Exhibit B - Site Plan identifying Outside Colonnade Plaza

Exhibit C - Draft Ordinance - Amending O-2009-47

Exhibit D - 07.29.15 Planning Division Staff report and recommendation with attachments

Exhibit E - 07.29.15 Excerpts of Planning and Zoning Board Meeting Minutes

Exhibit F - PowerPoint Presentation

Exhibit G - HPR196-COASP2014-02 Greenway997 Country Club

Exhibit H - HPR197-COASP2014-02 Greenway997 Country Club

Exhibit I - HPR198-COASP2014-02 Greenway997 Country Club

Exhibit J - 05 08 14 Historical Resources Department Staff Report

Exhibit K - Public comments provided to the Historic Preservation Board

Exhibit L - Applications filed for appeal from Historic Preservation Board

09 22 15 CC Cover Memo re Coral Gables Country Club 1st reading

Attachments:

[Note for the Record:  The verbatim transcript for Agenda Item E-3 is available for 

public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk and in Legistar].

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Quesada, seconded by Commissioner Keon, 

that this matter be denied by Resolution Number 2015-229. The motion passed by 

the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Slesnick,  Commissioner Keon and Vice Mayor Quesada3 - 

Nays : Commissioner Lago and Mayor Cason2 - 

City Clerk Item No. 28

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-230

15-4519Non 

Agenda

A Resolution of the City of Coral Gables, Florida allowing the Coral Gables Country Club 

to continue using the outdoor benches located at 997 North Greenway Drive.

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Quesada, seconded by Commissioner Lago, 

that this matter be adopted by Resolution Number 2015-230. The motion passed 

by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Lago,  Vice Mayor Quesada,  Commissioner Slesnick,  

Commissioner Keon and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 29
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E.-4. 15-4309 An Ordinance of the City Commission of Coral Gables, Florida, granting guardhouse 

operators the authority to request information from individuals driving into communities 

where a guardhouse is present during certain hours, and providing for immunity for 

actions in accordance with these provisions; providing for a repealer provision, severability 

clause, codification, and providing for an effective date.

Signed Cover Memo - First Reading.pdf

Ordinance - Guardhouses.docx

Signed Cover Memo - Second Reading.pdf

Notice of guardhouse ordinance.docx

Guardhouse Ordinance [Second Reading].docx

Attachments:

[Note for the Record:  The verbatim transcript for Agenda Item E-4 is available for 

public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk and in Legistar].

A motion was made by Commissioner Keon, seconded by Vice Mayor Quesada, 

that this matter be approved as an Ordinance on First Reading as Amended. The 

motion passed by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Slesnick,  Commissioner Keon,  Commissioner Lago,  Vice 

Mayor Quesada and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 31

CITY COMMISSION ITEMSF.

None

City Clerk Item No. 32

BOARDS/COMMITTEES ITEMSG.

None

City Clerk Item No. 33
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CITY MANAGER ITEMSH.

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-231

H.-1. 15-4287 A Resolution accepting the recommendation of the Chief Procurement Officer to authorize 

contract negotiations with Atkins North America, Inc., as the transportation planning 

consultant for the Citywide Comprehensive Transportation Plan pursuant to Florida 

Statute 287.055, known as the “Consultants Competitive Negotiation Act”, Section 

2-1089 of the City of Coral Gables Code of Ordinances, and Request for Qualifications 

(RFQ) 2015.07.14.

Draft Reso- Transportation Plan

RFQ 2015.07.14_Atkins

Agenda Memo-Transportation Plan

Attachments:

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE CHIEF 

PROCUREMENT OFFICER TO AUTHORIZE CONTRACT NEGOTIATIONS 

WITH ATKINS NORTH AMERICA, INC., AS THE TRANSPORTATION 

PLANNING CONSULTANT FOR THE CITYWIDE COMPREHENSIVE 

TRANSPORTATION PLAN PURSUANT TO FLORIDA STATUTE 287.055 

KNOWN AS THE “CONSULTANTS COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATION ACT”,  

SECTION 2-1089 OF THE CITY OF CORAL GABLES CODE OF 

ORDINANCES, AND REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS (RFQ) 2015.07.14.

A motion was made by Commissioner Lago, seconded by Vice Mayor Quesada, 

that this matter be adopted by Resolution Number 2015-231. The motion passed 

by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Lago,  Vice Mayor Quesada,  Commissioner Slesnick,  

Commissioner Keon and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 34
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-226

H.-2. 15-4289 A Resolution of the City of Coral Gables, Florida supplementing Resolution No. 2014-223; 

authorizing the negotiation of two loans in an aggregate principal amount not to exceed 

$25,000,000 from the Sunshine State Governmental Financing Commission, to finance 

certain capital improvements within the City; approving the execution and delivery of two 

loan agreements; approving the form of the Preliminary Official Statements; providing 

certain other matters in connection with the making of such loans.

Recommendation Memo

Loan Agreement-Miracle Mile (01017835-5)

Loan Agreement-Giralda (01017812-5)

POS - Series 2015A.8

POS - Series 2015B.8

Resolution-City (01036753-5)

Cover Memo-2015A B (01044072-2)

Attachments:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 

SUPPLEMENTING RESOLUTION NO. 2014-223; AUTHORIZING THE 

NEGOTIATION OF TWO LOANS IN AN AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $25,000,000 FROM THE SUNSHINE STATE 

GOVENMENTAL FINANCING COMMISSION; TO FINANCE CERTAIN CAPITAL 

IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE CITY; APPROVING THE EXECUTION AND 

DELIVERY OF TWO LOAN AGREEMENTS; APPROVING THE FORM OF THE 

PRELIMINARY OFFICIAL STATEMENTS; PROVIDING CERTAIN OTHER 

MATTERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE MAKING OF SUCH LOANS.

[Note for the Record:  The verbatim transcript for Agenda Item H-2 is available for 

public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk and in Legistar].

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Quesada, seconded by Commissioner Lago, 

that this matter be adopted by Resolution Number 2015-226. The motion passed 

by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Lago,  Vice Mayor Quesada,  Commissioner Slesnick,  

Commissioner Keon and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 25
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-227

H.-3. 15-4290 A Resolution of the City of Coral Gables, Florida authorizing the negotiation of a loan in a 

principal amount not to exceed $1,000,000 from the Sunshine State Governmental 

Financing Commission, to finance certain capital improvements; approving the execution 

and delivery of the loan agreement; providing certain other matters in connection with the 

making of such loan; authorizing other required actions; and providing an effective date.

Recommendation Memo 2

Resolution-City-Bank (01036843-4)

Loan Agreement-Taxable (01039620-4)

Cover Memo-Taxable Loan (01044074-3)

Attachments:

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA AUTHORIZING 

THE NEGOTIATION OF A LOAN IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 

$1,000,000 FROM THE SUNSHINE STATE GOVERNMENTAL FINANCING 

COMMISSION TO FINANCE CERTAIN CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS; 

APPROVING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF THE LOAN AGREEMENT; 

PROVIDING CERTAIN OTHER MATTERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

MAKING OF SUCH LOAN; AUTHORIZING OTHER REQUIRED ACTIONS; AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Quesada, seconded by Commissioner 

Slesnick, that this matter be adopted by Resolution Number 2015-227. The motion 

passed by the following vote.

Yeas : Vice Mayor Quesada,  Commissioner Slesnick,  Commissioner Keon,  

Commissioner Lago and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 26
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CITY ATTORNEY ITEMSI.

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-225

I.-1. 15-4311 Resolution re-designating the Traffic Circle at the intersection of Segovia Street and 

Biltmore Way, from road right-of-way to City of Coral Gables property; directing the City 

Manager to modify all maps of the City to reflect this change in designation, apply to the 

Miami-Dade County Property Appraiser for a separate folio number for such parcel, and to 

record this Resolution in the public records of Miami-Dade County.

Signed Cover Memo.pdf

Draft Resolution.pdf

Attachments:

A RESOLUTION REDESIGNATING THE TRAFFIC CIRCLE AT THE 

INTERSECTION OF SEGOVIA STREET AND BILTMORE WAY FROM ROAD 

RIGHT-OF-WAY TO CITY OF CORAL GABLES PROPERTY; DIRECTING THE 

CITY MANAGER AND CITY STAFF TO MODIFY ALL MAPS OF THE CITY TO 

REFLECT THIS CHANGE IN DESIGNATION, APPLY TO THE MIAMI-DADE 

COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER FOR A SEPARATE FOLIO NUMBER FOR 

SUCH PARCEL, AND TO RECORD THIS RESOLUTION IN THE PUBLIC 

RECORDS OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY; AUTHORIZING CITY ATTORNEY, CITY 

MANAGER AND CITY STAFF TO EXECUTE ALL COUNTY DOCUMENTS 

NECESSARY FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE PROPOSED ART PROJECT 

AT THE TRAFFIC CIRCLE LOCATED AT SEGOVIA STREET AND CORAL 

WAY.

[Note for the Record:  The verbatim transcript for Agenda Item I-1 is available for 

public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk and in Legistar].

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Quesada, seconded by Commissioner Lago, 

that this matter be adopted by Resolution Number 2015-225. The motion passed 

by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Keon,  Commissioner Lago,  Vice Mayor Quesada,  

Commissioner Slesnick and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 24
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RESOLUTION NO. 2015-224

I.-2. 15-4321 Request for grant of authority to the City Manager and City Attorney to take any actions 

necessary, including court action and/or execution of agreements, to ensure that the 

Solid Waste Non-Ad Valorem Special Assessment is enforced and collected by 

Miami-Dade County through its Property Appraiser and Tax Collector.

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA 

AUTHORIZING THE INITIATION OF STATUTORY GOVERNMENTAL DISPUTE 

RESOLUTION PROCEDURES WITH MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, THE PROPERTY 

APPRAISER OF MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, AND THE TAX COLLECTOR OF 

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, OVER COLLECTION OF THE CITY’S SOLID WASTE 

ASSESSMENTS PURSUANT TO THE UNIFORM ASSESSMENT COLLECTION 

ACT, SECTION 197.3632, FLORIDA STATUTES, AND AUTHORIZATION OF 

EMERGENCY LITIGATION.

[Note for the Record:  The verbatim transcript for Agenda Item I-2 is available for 

public inspection in the Office of the City Clerk and in Legistar].

A motion was made by Vice Mayor Quesada, seconded by Commissioner Lago, 

that this matter be adopted by Resolution Number 2015-224. The motion passed 

by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Slesnick,  Commissioner Keon,  Commissioner Lago,  Vice 

Mayor Quesada and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 23

CITY CLERK ITEMSJ.

None

City Clerk Item No. 35

DISCUSSION ITEMSK.

Mayor Cason: Let’s start with Commissioner Slesnick for Discussion Items.

Commissioner Slesnick: I’m fine. I don’t have anything today.

Vice Mayor Quesada:  Nothing.

Mayor Cason: Commissioner Lago.

Commissioner Lago: I just have two, well I have three items, and I’ll make them brief. 

One of them has to do with what we just voted on, which is going to be, in my opinion 

and I know the opinion of the rest of the Commission is probably one of the most 

important things that we can undertake over the next year due to the fact that we have 

so many issues in regards to traffic and public safety. I wanted to bring to the attention, 
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I know that Jessica and Glenn have been dealing with this and the City Manager has 

been dealing with this. I met with the residents of Algardi, Cantoria and Garcia and I 

know that some of you have received e-mails. They sent out, I have it here, a petition 

where I think it was like 60 or 70 residents and I’ve walked the actual neighborhood 

on two or three different occasions, and I had a discussion with the City Manager this 

past week, there are a lot of things that neighborhood needs, it needs a lot of attention. 

Especially since they are located on 57th Avenue and Bird Road, not only is it 

cut-through traffic, that’s just and afterthought. We are talking about beautification, 

trash; we are talking just people being considerate in regards to the fact that, that is 

part of the Gables. They have a component of commercial, which is right off 57th 

Avenue and Bird Road, which brings a lot of individuals who park illegally on the 

Coral Gables side, who run over the medians. There is an issue with signage there; it’s 

a little bit confusing. I want to make sure that as we move forward, we just voted 5-0 

on the Traffic Master Plan, I want to make sure that these individuals with your 

support, don’t have to wait a year, two years for some minor relief in regards to their 

issue, and if you get a chance, I welcome you to go walk this area of the City. My 

father-in-law lives at 4205 Alhambra Circle, which is probably a block and-a-half 

away. I lived there for two years while my house was under construction, so I’m very, 

very familiar in reference to what’s going on in that neighborhood. At all times of the 

day, due to the fact that you have commercial located on 57th Avenue and Bird, so if 

you get a chance, I just want to highlight the fact that these residents are really 

clamoring for some sort of relief and hopefully we can bring them something and 

incorporate them into the Traffic Master Plan.

Mayor Cason: And I had a visit from 8 or 9 neighbors on Milan that says the same 

thing…of 57th.

Commissioner Lago: And Jessica made a very good point in reference to you don’t 

want to treat this piecemeal, we want to do this in a global scale, but I think that I’m 

just a little nervous about addressing this a year or a year and-a-half or two years from 

now. I think we may have to make some changes depending on what staff 
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recommends kind of alleviating a little bit of traffic and having people respect. For 

example, they don’t even have grass on any of the medians, it’s all destroyed and 

eaten away, that’s not Coral Gables.  They don’t even have grass, they don’t have 

trees, it’s not beautified, it’s a tough situation. You don’t even have to walk the 

neighborhood, just drive by and you’ll see what I’m talking about. That’s the first 

issue. The second one, I welcome all of you; I know you received an invitation 

tomorrow from 7 to 7:30; we’ll be jumping on the trolley. Let me just give you a little 

bit of quick background on why we are doing it. Obviously, everybody here has 

ridden the trolley, I know that the Vice Mayor rides the trolley all the time, its right next 

to his home, but I wanted to bring awareness to the County and the City of Miami 

Commissioner who will be joining us. The whole point is to make a sustainable 

approach in regards to relieving as many cars off the street. So we are going to show 

them that Coral Gables has done our part. What I’m trying to push for is for the City 

of Miami to provide a trolley line, I think that’s the correct word, a trolley line down 

Grand so that there can be connectivity between the City of Coral Gables and the City 

of Miami. So it’s not only beneficial for our residents, but it’s beneficial for the 

residents just giving another option instead of having to get in their cars and alleviates 

congestion. So anybody at 7 o’clock, we are going to meet at 209 Grand Avenue 

Trolley Stop, we are going to have a 30 minute trolley ride, it’s going to show you the 

new trolley loop which rides through McFarlane-Homestead Historic District area. 

And the final issue which I brought up very briefly was, on October 22nd they’ll be 

having an event called Pause for a Cause at Fritz and Franz, where Fritz and Franz is 

donating 15 percent of all food and beverage will be going toward a cause, these 

non-for-profits, all the entrant tickets and all the raffle tickets. Pause for a Cause is an 

event that will host a multitude of non-for-profit organizations and volunteers that will 

come together to raise money for important causes within our community. It’s a one 

day event from 6 to 10 p.m. What I was asking for, if my Commission will support it, 

just to waive the fees in relation to this event for that one day, which I think would be 

very beneficial due to the simple fact that there are so many philanthropic organizations 
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that are going to benefit from that evenings event. Food for thought, speak with the 

City Manager, if we are all in line, I think it’s a worthy cause to support.

Mayor Cason: And we do that from time to time.

Commissioner Lago: I’m just leaving it up to - if you’d like to have a conversation with 

the City Manager and you agree, maybe we can support them with just alleviating the 

fee waiver.

Mayor Cason: How much are the fees, do you have any idea?

Commissioner Lago: That I do not know. I apologize. And I’m sorry, one more last 

thing, I apologize. I will be bringing forth, I’m working on a Styrofoam ordinance and a 

plastic bag ordinance. We are not the first City to do this, we are chasing a few other 

cities, but I just want to make you all aware that there are ordinances that already exist 

that basically eliminate not only the public sector use, but the private sector use of 

Styrofoam, which take over 100 years to decompose. I think that we should push in 

the direction, I’m asking staff to obtain a little bit more information in regards to what 

the financial impact of that would be to see if we can hopefully proffer a Styrofoam and 

a plastic bag ordinance for the City.

Mayor Cason: Commissioner Keon.

Commissioner Keon: I would like to have us talk about bring back this item, I-2 that 

we talked about with the placement of the solid waste assessment on the roll, on the 

tax rolls. In talking with the City Attorney, I think part of what the discussion with the 

county was that going forward after this, and I think we have talked about it is, placing 

our garbage fees on the tax roll going forward and I know that we give a reduction or 

something to residents if they pay it early or whatever, which we can still do, they can 

pay it early and it wouldn’t go on the tax rolls, but that we would like to be able to give 

him the authority to proffer this in settling this issue so that we can get this on the tax 

roll in time for now.

Mayor Cason: I can support that because if you pay in advance like you do now you 

get a reduction, so you don’t have to go on the tax roll if you’ve already paid in 

advance, and it alleviates us from having to go collect that.
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Commissioner Keon: Right. 

Commissioner Lago: Can I just ask one question from the City Manager, maybe 

someone on this Commission can provide that information. Why have we always had 

the garbage fee and the tax separately?- is there a reason behind that?

City Manager Swanson-Rivenbark: I’m going to ask Diana Gomez to come up.

Commissioner Lago: And are we the only municipality in the county that, again, I 

preface my statement, I’m not holding you to it, if you can get me the information I’d 

appreciate it. I haven’t heard of any other municipality that has that structure.

Ms. Gomez: So I’m not sure how many other cities have it separate. I know for 

instance, City of Miami does have it as a special assessment on their Tax Bill. I can get 

the information as to what other cities how they do it. I believe the reason that we have 

never put it on the Tax Bill in the past was because we do offer a discounted fee for 

those who pay earlier?- so do you charge everybody the lesser fee?- do you charge 

everybody the higher fee?- do you do a mixed fee in between somewhere?- and so we 

never kind of got past that. I know it came up one time before I was here and that was 

what I got as the reasons why they never moved forward with it. However, in thinking 

about it, you could request that the fees, you could shift the schedule to allow that the 

early payments happen before the deadlines and then you can - because you have to 

get the tax roll to the Property Appraiser on September 15th so as long as you have 

enough time to get the information.

Commissioner Lago: But if you do all that intricate property taxes…

Mayor Cason: It gets paid.

Commissioner Lago: It gets paid, number one. When you get your property tax bill it’s 

in November, correct?

Ms. Gomez: November 1st.

Commissioner Lago: November 1st - you are offered options which have a reduction 

in regards to the amount you are going to pay. If you pay on November 1st…

Ms. Gomez: Right - 4 percent if you pay in the month of November; 3 percent in 

December; 2 percent in January and 1 percent in February.

Page 26City of Coral Gables



September 22, 2015City Commission Meeting Minutes

Commissioner Lago: And the biggest issue too is, don’t forget your taxes are, you can 

deduct your taxes, so you have a larger portion…

Ms. Gomez: I’m not sure if this special assessment…

Commissioner Lago: If you own, again, if you own.

Ms. Gomez: Right.

Commissioner Lago: I’ve heard that from several residents.

Commissioner Keon:…go into the tax rate and that’s apparently what they…

Ms. Gomez: No. It’s a separate special assessment on the bottom of the Tax Bill just 

like the Fire Fee is now. So Property Taxes are one separate number and then the Fire 

Fee.

City Attorney Leen: One point. What the County said in the discussion was, they’ve 

been proposing that we just reassess this next year, OK, and I told them I didn’t see 

the Commission doing that. I didn’t see us agreeing to that, I think we’d have to 

proceed with our lawsuit. So then the discussion, which there is no authority for it at 

this moment, but which I’m asking you to grant us authority if you think it’s in the best 

interest of the City, which is to do a broader settlement where we agree to place this 

on the Tax Bill next year, but for this year they agree to put this assessment on the Tax 

Bill and we hold them harmless for any claim that they receive that they’ve done that. 

We are the party placing the item on the Bill; they are just a ministerial officer. So in 

offering that to them, we are really not offering anything more than the law would 

require anyway, because we are the ones who are responsible for the assessment that 

we approved.

Mayor Cason: I think it’s a great way to move this thing forward and we don’t have to 

that way go after year after year liens and all this sort of stuff.

City Attorney Leen: One other issue, Section 54-185 of the Code, although it doesn’t 

have to be done immediately, would need to be amended to reflect what the Finance 

Director is saying. So what we would do is, we would change the date by which 

someone would have to pay to get the discount to an earlier date, such as August 1st, 

for example, I remember, it could be a different date. But what I would ask you to do 
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is give us authority, if we are going to do this, to agree to do that and then to come to 

you for ratification in an emergency ordinance, if any ordinance change and that could 

be after the fact. We could still agree to the settlement and then it would be…

Mayor Cason: Do we need a resolution on this or just…?

City Attorney Leen: Yes. It would be better to have a motion.

Mayor Cason: Commissioner Keon would you like to make the motion?

Commissioner Keon: I’d like to make the motion to give authority to the City Attorney 

for the conversation we just had.

Mayor Cason: OK. We have a second?

Commissioner Lago: I’ll second the motion.

Mayor Cason: Commissioner Lago seconds. City Clerk

Commissioner Lago: Yes

Vice Mayor Quesada: Yes

Commissioner Slesnick: Yes

Commissioner Keon: Yes

Mayor Cason: Yes

(Vote: 5-0)

Mayor Cason: Any other items?

City Attorney Leen: I have two. 

Mayor Cason: Let me say one thing first. On the 29th of this month at 10 o’clock here, 

we are going to have Hal Oneness, who I think is the head of the Geology Department 

at the University of Miami, who some of us have heard before talking about the sea 

level rise that’s coming our way one of these days, and it will be televised and 

probably be an hour with some questions and answers for the audience, and it will be 

available for Coral Gables TV. In that regard I would recommend that you all, if you 

have a chance this is a really interesting book that the County asked me to take a look 

at. I read it; it’s one of the best summaries. It’s called High Tide on Main Street, Rising 

Sea Level and the Coming Coastal Crisis. It’s a good book.

Vice Mayor Quesada: You sent us a chapter, did you not?
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Mayor Cason: Just a piece of it.

Commissioner Lago: An excerpt.

Mayor Cason: It’s a good book to read.

Vice Mayor Quesada: Can we make a request of Dr. Oneness, he’s great. I’ve had a 

chance to speak to him quite a few times. I think one of the first exhibits that the 

Museum had, Commissioner Slesnick, he presented, which was great. Whoever is 

going to be communicating with him from the City before he comes to present to us, 

can we ask him to give us specific recommendations of what we can be doing, 

because he is - so we have something concrete as far as what his thoughts are what we 

can be doing, what we should be doing, because a lot of times its very academic, and 

it’s great, but I would like to hear his perspective on…

Mayor Cason: I’ll ask him to do that.

Commissioner Keon: Cathy, the Manager and I met with FIU the School of Arts and 

Sciences with Dr. Mike Highhouse, who is the Dean of that area. I think they are the 

ones that did the exhibit at the Museum with FIU on the sea level rise, and they do a 

pretty significant program on all of the issues related to it. We met with them a month 

or so ago, and were talking about having a program that we would bring to the 

community on that, particularly with our coastal communities, and one of the things we 

asked for with that is because it’s through the university and their School of 

Government or whatever, is also under that school, is that we would look at public 

policy related to sea level rise also. It would be good if they do it too, but we’ve also 

asked that they would do that so we can look at policies that we may implement or we 

may champion regarding sea level rise in our communities.

Commissioner Slesnick: Are you looking about including other communities around us?

Commissioner Keon: Yes. We would invite anybody who wants to come.

Commissioner Lago: I’m going to ask the City Manager to extend the invitation to 

other elected officials.

Commissioner Keon: Yes, but FIU was very happy to do it for us.

Commissioner Slesnick: And if we could publicize it a lot.

Page 29City of Coral Gables



September 22, 2015City Commission Meeting Minutes

Commissioner Keon: We will. I think Naomi is working on it - Naomi is working on it 

to schedule it and we could hold it in a couple of different places, and if we held it in 

the coastal communities and then hold it maybe at the Youth Center or someplace 

close, in closer.

Commissioner Slesnick: Someplace with a lot of parking.

Commissioner Keon: Yes, where people can really look at it and we can look at the 

implications. And some of the things we were talking about, particularly in the coastal 

communities during storms or whatever, is sea level rise, is like the placement of 

transformers and all of these different things that FPL puts out that gets flooded and 

then knock out electricity to the whole area because they are too low and they are not 

waterproof…

Mayor Cason: This will be on the scientific evidence and what’s happening and what 

can be - something done about it, and then I’ll be going to New Hampshire for this 

rising tides with 35 Mayors.

Commissioner Keon: When is it?

Mayor Cason: That’s something like the 23rd of October in New Hampshire, 25 

coastal Mayors and I’ll come back and report on it. They are going to have the head 

of NASA there, the head of FEMA, quite a few, head of the Navy preparation for sea 

level rise, and then we can go into the specifics and what’s possible.

Commissioner Keon: Right. Right. And so we were talking about planning something 

maybe for November, I think was the timeframe. We were looking at when people 

would be back, so we’ll have a full complement of our community and some of this 

other stuff too.

Commissioner Lago: Can we make sure we publicize and also like what Commissioner 

Slesnick was mentioning, invite local elected officials. Just invite them, if they come 

they come, if they don’t at least we offered the ability to come for the event, for the 

symposium not this Friday, but the following.

Vice Mayor Quesada: I recommend reaching out to Cathy; I’m drawing a blank right 

now, County Commissioner…
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Commissioner Lago: Sosa.

Vice Mayor Quesada: No.

Commissioner Lago: Suarez.

Vice Mayor Quesada: Former County Commissioner…

Commissioner Slesnick: Sorenson, Katy Sorenson.

Vice Mayor Quesada: Yes - with the Good Government Initiative that she teaches 

newly elected officials different aspects, but she’s got a great reach to elected officials, 

and maybe one call to her really is a call to about 60-70-80 local elected officials, so 

maybe just one call to her. I have no problem reaching out to her and letting her know.

Mayor Cason: OK. Sounds good.

City Attorney Leen: Mr. Mayor, I would request an Executive Session in the case of 

Merrick Partners LTD and VAP Development Group LLC v. the City of Coral 

Gables, Case No. 15-020048-CA-25 that will be at a later time that we’ll set. I’ll also 

wanted to inform you that our outside counsel on this case will be Adolfo Jimenez, his 

firm was able to resolve the issue they had, so they will be representing us in this case.

Mayor Cason: Anything else?- if not meeting adjourned.

City Clerk Item No. 36

RESOLUTION NO. 2015-232

15-4521Non 

Agenda

A Resolution of the City Commission of Coral Gables, Florida authorizing the City 

Attorney to do a broader settlement agreement with Miami-Dade County in order to place 

the overdue Solid Waste Fees on the Tax Bill.

A motion was made by Commissioner Keon, seconded by Commissioner Lago, 

that this matter be adopted by Resolution Number 2015-232. The motion passed 

by the following vote.

Yeas : Commissioner Lago,  Vice Mayor Quesada,  Commissioner Slesnick,  

Commissioner Keon and Mayor Cason

5 - 

City Clerk Item No. 37
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ADJOURNMENT

[Note for the Record:  There being no further business on the Regular City 

Commission Meeting Agenda. The Commission of the City of Coral Gables adjourned 

its meeting at 4:00 p.m.  The next regular meeting of the City Commission has been 

scheduled for October 13, 2015, beginning 9 a.m.]

JIM CASON

MAYOR

ATTEST:

WALTER J. FOEMAN

CITY CLERK

Page 32City of Coral Gables


