CITYOF CORAL GABLES

-MEMORANDUM-

TO: ASSISTANT CHIEF MICHAEL MILLER DATE: MAY 21,2015
AWARDS SELECTION COMMITTEE

FROM: A/MAJOR BRIAN LAWRENCEW/ SUBJECT:
SPECIALIZED ENFORCEMENT DIVISION  OFFICER OF THE MONTH

It is my pleasure and honor to nominate SERGEANT ALEX ESCOBAR and OFFICER
DANIEL SOTOLONGO for the distinguished Officer of the Month award for May 2015. This

nomination is based on their successful efforts regarding a Traffic Homicide that occurred in
Coral Gables (case 15-002330).

In the early morning hours of Thursday, March 26, 2015, members of the Crash Investigations
Unit/Traffic Homicide Investigators were summoned to the intersection of Bird Road and
Granada Boulevard. A victim was pronounced deceased and was at final rest in the intersection.
It was up to the Traffic Homicide Investigators, namely Sergeant Alex Escobar and Officer
Daniel Sotolongo to investigate the death and identify an offender.

The two investigators immediately began to examine the scene and gather information as per
their training and experience. Through their exemplary efforts, they were able to determine that
the victim was riding his bicycle west bound on Bird Road and was struck by a vehicle that was
also traveling west bound on Bird Road. The vehicle had left the scene of the crash so it was
unknown who the driver was. The investigators examined all the evidence on the scene
including broken auto parts and roadway gouge marks as well as other evidence. They were able
to locate the victim’s bicycle approximately 2100 feet away from the initial scene.

The investigators worked tirelessly throughout the next 26 hours with no rest. Their efforts paid
off. They were able to develop the minimal leads from the scene and witness statement. They
located the suspect vehicle in the backyard of a residence in Miami-Dade County. They secured
warrants for the possession and entry of the vehicle. They located and notified the victim’s next
of kin. Furthermore, Sergeant Escobar and Officer Sotolongo engaged in a professional liaison
with all of the other agencies that were involved with this case. This includes the State
Attorney’s Office, Medical Examiner’s Office, Miami-Dade Police Traffic Homicide and Crime
Scene Units, and the Coral Gables Police Justice Advocate Program. The investigation intensely

continued for the next four weeks until Friday, April 24, 2015 when the offender was formally
charged for his crimes.

In conclusion, I would like to thank the committee for their time and consideration in this matter.
Attached is a copy of the Arrest Form for further review. It is my opinion that Sergeant Escobar



and Officer Sotolongo are truly deserving of the award and should be recognized for their
professional investigative actions, hard work, and dedication to this difficult case.

REVIEWED BY: DATE

; ; Je = 2 fo
‘Michael Miller ’
Assistant Chief of Police
Awards Selection Committee
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located at the rear of his residence approximately 12 hours after the crash.
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