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Agenda Item F-5 [Start: 2:15 p.m.] 

A Resolution of the City Commission directing that City Staff develop and 

implement an annual Veterans Day Event to honor military veterans of the United 

States Armed Forces. (Sponsored by Commissioner Lara) 

 

Mayor Lago: Good afternoon, we’re back. We are going to start off with item F-5. Commissioner 

Lara your item. 

Commissioner Lara: Thank you, Mayor. Every year on Veterans Day our nation pauses to honor 

the men and women who have worn the uniform of the United States of America. Those who have 

defended our freedom, protected our values and safeguarded our way of life. Here in Coral Gables, 

we proudly displayed flags in front of City Hall as a symbol of that gratitude, but I believe it’s 

time that we do more. This year we gathered to dedicate Staff Seargent Carl Philip at Veterans 

Memorial Park, honoring a hometown hero who gave his life in service to our country. That 

ceremony was deeply meaningful, not only for this young man’s family and friends, but for our 
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entire community. It reminded us of the courage, the sacrifice and sense of duty that defines all 

who serve. With that in mind, I would like to propose that the City of Coral Gables establish an 

annual Veterans Day Ceremony, a standing tradition that brings our community together every 

November to pay tribute to those who have served and continue to serve in the armed forces. I 

recommend that our staff work closely with the American Legion Post 98, and other local veterans’ 

organizations to develop a meaningful program beginning next year, in honor as well of our 

nation’s 250th birthday. And a program that would honor service will preserve memory and 

strengthen the bond between our city and those who have defended it. Brining this resolution on 

this day is particularly poignant because the Commission just returned from a memorial service 

for one of our fallen officers, Officer Devin Jaramillo, who was Deputy Sherriff, as well as a 

former Coral Gables Police Officer was shot and killed in the line of duty on November 7, 2025. 

So, I believe it is profoundly important that we recognize those who serve to protect us while we 

sleep, they stay at the guard, and they choose a life of service, one that is to be honored every day. 

As President Ronald Regan once said, freedom is never more than one generation away from 

extinction, we didn’t pass it on to our children in the bloodstream, it must be fought for, protected 

and handed on for them to do the same. Establishing an annual Veterans Day Event will ensure 

that in Coral Gables, we never take that freedom for granted and that we always remember the 

heroes who made it possible. And I humbly ask for the support of my colleagues on the dais in this 

resolution. 

Vice Mayor Anderson: Well, if you move it, I’ll second. 

Mayor Lago: Move it. 

Commissioner Lara: I move it. 

Vice Mayor Anderson: Second. 

Mayor Lago: So, with that said, I think it’s a wonderful idea. I know that we have some of our 

hometown heroes here that would love to speak. I wasn’t there this weekend in regard to the 

celebration for Veterans Day. I know the Enis family very well. I proposed the name change. That 

family’s sacrifice is everything that’s right with this country, and like we said, we are also going 

to start adding now American Flags to the parks, that’s something that I proposed at the last 

Commission meeting and this is just in line with another great opportunity to continue to highlight 

why this is the most exceptional country in the world and while we have to pay a huge debt of 

gratitude to anyone who serves in one form or another. Another thing that I’d like to mention 

before we pass it off to my colleagues or have the public comment is, I’d like for this gentleman 

when he comes up, talk a little bit about the American Legion and what the American Legion is 

doing. I’ve had that opportunity to visit and I’ve had friends of mine who got involved with the 

American Legion, one of the signatures windows, Javier Avila. I want him to speak a little bit 
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about that, that’s a donation. They changed all the windows in that facility, and it looks amazing, 

its never looked better. This gentleman has been working very hard on behalf of that entity to bring 

it to new heights. That’s the least that we can do. But even people, for example, like the owner of 

Signature Windows, who’s never served constantly tells me that I’ve got to do my small part, I’ve 

got to give back. So, I think we’re giving back and doing our small part. So, if my colleagues have 

anything further to do, say, we’ll open it up after to public comment. 

Commissioner Fernandez: Commissioner, I think this is a phenomenal idea. I commend you for it. 

I’ve always realized what other municipalities do, it kind of has fallen, Coral Gables has just not 

done something on this important day. I think Miami Lakes is one of the ones that does it as big 

as anybody else. They have a parade, and they actually have banners that they make, and they 

display throughout the city with photos of current active members who live within the city limits 

and veterans who live in the city. So, I think this is an incredible idea and I’m happy to support it. 

Commissioner Lara: Well, thank you. I just want to comment though. I would be remiss in not 

saying that for a few years Merrick House has put on, as it did recently, a celebration of Veterans 

Day as well, Veterans Day, a day to celebrate those that have served and continue to serve in the 

armed forces. But the purpose of the resolution is to make it an annual citywide recognized event, 

but I applaud the Merrick House and the volunteers with that group for what they have done to 

keep that spirit and that sentiment alive, because I know that although we haven’t had this before, 

I know that the patriotism and the support of the residents of Coral Gables for the men and women 

that serve in the armed forces has always been alive and well, we’re just doing our small part.  

Vice Mayor Anderson: Through the Mayor. 

Mayor Lago: Madam Vice Mayor. 

Vice Mayor Anderson: The dedication of Enis Park was remarkably beautiful and it was the 

sentiment of everybody that was present that we need to do something more every year, and the 

question is, how should we do it. I applaud your actions for bringing it forward today. It was very 

timely. Thank you. 

Mayor Lago: Mr. Clerk, do we have any public comment. 

City Clerk Urquia: Yes, Mr. Mayor, Wilfredo Jauregui. 

Mayor Lago: Sir, thank you for being here with us and more importantly, thank you for your 

service. 

Mr. Jauregui: Thank you for the support. Good afternoon, Mayor, Commissioners and neighbors. 

My name is Wilfredo Jauregui, proud Coral Gables resident and United States Marine. I’m here to 

support Commissioner Lara’s request because Coral Gables should have a formal Veterans Day 
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recognition. We already honor our fallen on Memorial Day and that tribute means a lot, but 

Veterans Day is different. It’s about honoring the men and women who came home and continue 

serving this community every day.  This city has a long history of veterans who defended our 

nation and helped build Coral Gables. They are our neighbors, our business owners, our coaches, 

our mentors. They carry the weight overseas and they carry it here at home. Recognition matters, 

not only for applause but because it tells veterans and their families, your service matters to your 

city. It also teaches our kids that courage, sacrifice and service are values that Coral Gables stands 

for.  We’re not asking for anything complicated, just a moment each year where the city pauses to 

say to our veterans, we see you, we thank you, and we honor you. As a Marine, I didn’t serve to 

be thanked, but when your own city recognizes your service, it hits differently. It reminds you of 

why you fought and why you chose to call this place home. I respectfully ask you support this 

initiative and make Veterans Day recognition part of our Coral Gables tradition and thank you and 

____.  

Mayor Lago: Thank you very much. 

Commissioner Lara: Thank you. 

Mayor Lago: Mr. Clerk, we have anything further. 

City Clerk Urquia: That’s it, Mr. Mayor. 

Mayor Lago: We have a motion and a second. 

Commissioner Lara: Yes 

Vice Mayor Anderson:  Yes 

Commissioner Castro: Yes 

Commissioner Fernandez: Yes 

Mayor Lago: Yes 

(Vote: 5-0) 

Mayor Lago: Thank you very much. Thank you for being here. Thank you, Commissioner Lara 

for bringing this long overdue and I appreciate your commitment to the United States of America. 

 


