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Public Comment

Mayor Lago: Nine o’clock. Alright. Welcome back. We’ll try to address two final issues, Public
Comment and the Consent Agenda before we break to attend the funeral and we’ll be departing
from the city probably around 9:15. Mr. Clerk.

City Clerk Urquia: Mr. Mayor, I have one speaker for Public Comment at this time, Mrs. Maria
Cruz.

Mrs. Cruz: Good morning. It is Mrs. Maria Cruz. It is indeed a very somber day today. I’m sure
that some of you will not be surprised to hear what I have to say today. It saddens me that officers
have to die for some of our elected officials to choose to honor them. It took one of you to speak
up before the decision was made to do so. Let me remind those of you that continue to object to
granting COLA to our retired First Responders, those of you who today speak so highly about the
fallen officers, but do not show your respect and concern at contract negotiation time that actions
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speak louder than words. Some of you may be aware of my involvement with the Kiwanis Club
of Miami Beach, our club owners, police officers from various police departments. It is very
common that we recognize officers that began their careers in this city, in our city. When asked
why, they always talk about the difference in salaries, what they perceive as lack of respect from
some of our elected officials. It makes me very sad, very sad. As we know, Officer Jaramillo was
one of them. He had a very, very good career in front of him in this city and he chose to go, and
I’'m going to tell you, I have friends, I have spoken to his family, and the issue was as a young
officer, the future, the future, other places pay higher salaries, other places have better benefits,
and I know that we always say and I’'m one of them that say, but our city is safer and they say, yes,
but when I have to worry about my family, money comes into play. And also, the fact that when I
retire, they have a difficult time giving us a fair COLA. That is a black eye in our city and I’'m
sorry that I have to bring it up a day like today, but you need to think about it when you talk about
how we love the police and it’s all fake. Some people are hypocrites. Thank you very much.

City Clerk Urquia: That’s it, Mr. Mayor.

Mayor Lago: Before we move unto Consent Agenda. I want to adamantly apologize to the
Jaramillo family for the grotesque statement by Ms. Maria Cruz. To use today to talk about pot-
shots and take shots at a Commission, it’s not only embarrassing, but it’s not representative of
what this city is about. Let me remind everyone, our last negotiation with the union, it was a unified
vote in favor of the contract negotiations. We do not have to get along, but there is no need to use
even something as somber as today as an opportunity to take shots at me, at the Commission, or
anybody here, at the end of the day.
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