City of Coral Gables City Commission Meeting
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June 26, 2008
City Commission Chambers
405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, FL

City Commission

Mayor Donald D. Slesnick, 11

Vice Mayor William H. Kerdyk, Jr.
Commissioner Maria Anderson
Commissioner Rafael “Ralph” Cabrera, Jr.
Commissioner Wayne “Chip” Withers

City Staff
City Manager, David Brown

City Attorney, Elizabeth Hernandez
City Clerk, Walter J. Foeman
City Clerk Staff, Billy Urquia

F-2 [Start: 11:37:55 a.m.]

Mayor Slesnick: F-2.
we have had two me

In me years agc .
his e-mail; and I’ll read it very briefly; he says: “I would like to be considered
for the Trial Boe , requested by Margaret Pass. | am a twenty-two (22) year
veteran retired PO with ten years of homicide and robbery investigational
experience. | formed ah Robbery Unit in 1986, and have been involved in thousands of
investigations and trials ¢ the years. | am a twelve year Coral Gables resident and current
business owner. | owe noallegiance or have no ties to City government”; and | happen to concur
with that commentary because I’ve never seen him involved in any part of our government; and
he thanks us for considering him. So I’d like to go ahead; | had our staff support person make
copies of the statement | just read you, and I’d like him to be considered as a potential member
of the Trial Board. What | would like to do now though is I’d like to get some information,
because when this whole Trial Board thing started, | began to try to find suitable nominees, any
nominee to consider this tumultuous job, because I think it will turn out to be one; and the
gentleman that | brought forward is Mr. Soto, and Mr. Soto if you seen his resume was the
former Chief of Staff to Mayor Alex Penellas and the Chairman of the transitional government
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between Mayor Penellas and Mayor Alvarez. He’s an attorney, went to George Washington, he
is a relatively new resident of the City of Coral Gables, I’m very excited that he is willing to get
involved in his local government, so he’s my nominee, but 1I’m just curious how did the other
two names come about?

City Manager Brown: Commissioner Anderson suggested Enrique Lopez, so | got his resume
and floated it to everybody, and then I suggested Nan Markowitz, she had called me earlier in the
year and said 1’d like to get involved in a Board, if you have one; | called her up and asked her if
she’d be interested, so | floated her resume, and then you gave me the third one.

Commissioner Cabrera: Yes, and now we have a fourth one.
and we already talked about this so this is no surprise to you

, my issue with this is,
ue is that I first of all respect

or one of the initial members of the Citywide Traffi : opez has served our
City well in many capacities; not only was he o ard, but he’s also
been very diligent in his attendance to all of im make very
strong presentations on the budget each and every t writing us
some very, very thoughtful and helpful feedback on ity. But | have
you. | believe that they have a
lieve that the Trial Board, the
ills, and may question some

relationship with you, a personal relatio
trial itself will have aspects that will que

integrity, but I just personally can’ em 3 e thoughtful debate on this issue

because | don’t wan ni g against either Ms. Markowitz or
Mr. Lopez, as | said befo esteem. Any comments or thoughts?

Mayor Slesn d of relationship. The two people that have
been ele Pass over the years on a professional level; |

Commissioner : derstand, but I’'m speaking as Mr. Brown’s supervisor, I’m not
speaking in genera r; |1 think Mr. Pardo and Mr. Greenberg had associations,
business associations \ s. Pass and Mr. Brown for that matter, but you know, my bone of
contention is much more than that. You know, at the end of the day | want to give Ms. Pass
every opportunity, and I.think she deserves it; everyone deserves a fair trial, and again I’m not
insinuating that she wouldn’t get a fair trial from these people, but it leaves too much of a
concern in my mind.

Mayor Slesnick: Let’s say it both ways Ralph, 1 won’t disagree with what you just said, but let’s
say the City deserves a fair trial.

Commissioner Cabrera: | agree. | think both sides deserve a fair trial, I’m not saying that they
don’t.
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Mayor Slesnick: And | agree with Ms. Anderson’s comment in the paper today that | too was
hoping to see the Trial Board go away, that would not have affected this Trial Board, but | don’t
see this as a productive exercise in the first place.

Commissioner Cabrera: It may not be, but we are stuck with it. You know what the saddest
commentary | can make today outside of what I’ve already said, is the fact that five people
couldn’t come up with five names; we had to receive a name from the Manager’s office and we
got another name today from the gentleman that seems to be genuinely interested in serving on
the Trial Board.

Commissioner Anderson: | don’t know about that, | gave an

Commissioner Anderson: | did give a name.

Commissioner Cabrera: I’m not saying you didn’t;
people, you are one of five.

Commissioner Anderson: Thank you for

Vice Mayor Kerdyk: You know I got to sa
well. Nan Markowitz, | have
know Enrique Lopez;
I’m going to have a o0sing on which ones I’d like to proceed with. I think it’s a

. | know Javier Soto very
ith the PDP, and of course |

d then once you come down, just procedurally, once have your
to which will serve a two year term and which will serve a one
Wo provisions that apply to the Trial Board for your perusal and we
s of the two members. Thank you.

year term. | handed out
need to designate the term

Commissioner Anderson: I’ll nominate Enrique Lopez for a...
Mayor Slesnick: They are all nominated.

Commissioner Anderson: They are all nominated.
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Mayor Slesnick: They are all nominated unless there is objection to that. We just go down the
line and we’ll vote, cast them the two that you wish to, and we’ll do it in alphabetical order too.
Now some has to tell me what the alphabetic order is. You’ve got Leon, Lopez...

City Manager Brown: You’ve got Leon, Lopez, Markowitz, Soto.

Mayor Slesnick: So it will be...we’ll vote on Leon, we’ll vote on Lopez, we’ll vote on
Markowitz, and then Soto. On nominee Bob Leon, Ms. Anderson.

Commissioner Cabrera: Yes.
Mayor Slesnick: Mr. Kerdyk
Vice Mayor Kerdyk: No response.
Mayor Slesnick: Mr. Withers.
Commissioner Withes: No.

Mayor Slesnick: I will no
Anderson.

e vote there. Mr. Lopez — Ms.

Mayor Slesnick: Mr. Wi

Commissioner Withers: Yes.
Mayor Slesnick: Yes too. Ms. Markowitz — Ms. Anderson.
Commissioner Anderson: Yes.

Mayor Slesnick: Mr. Cabrera.
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Commissioner Cabrera: No.

Mayor Slesnick: Mr. Kerdyk.

Vice Mayor Kerdyk: No comment, no.
Mayor Slesnick: Mr. Withers.
Commissioner Withers: Yes.

Commissioner Cabrera: What was your vote Mr. Kerdyk.

Vice Mayor Kerdyk: No.

City Attorney Hernandez: What was it, I’m sorry?
Commissioner Cabrera: | couldn’t hear it.
Mayor Slesnick: I’m voting yes. Mr. Soto — Commissio
Commissioner Anderson: No.
Mayor Slesnick: Mr. Cabrera.
Commissioner Cabrera;

Mayor Slesnick: Mr. Ke

Commissioner Withers: ove that Mr. Lopez serves the three year term...
City Attorney Hernandez: Two year.

Commissioner Withers: ... Two year term and one year term for Ms. Markowitz.
Mayor Slesnick: Is there a second to that.

Commissioner Anderson: Second.
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Mayor Slesnick: Any discussion? Mr. Clerk.

Commissioner Cabrera: Yes
Vice Mayor Kerdyk: Yes
Commissioner Withers: Yes
Commissioner Anderson: Yes
Mayor Slesnick: Yes

(Vote 5-0)
Mayor Slesnick: And let me offer this for what its worth, but 1 d like to see us refer Mr.
Leon and Mr. Soto to the other four members as people that w ieve-would be well suited to

be the fifth person. It’s up to them.

Commissioner Cabrera: I’'ll just refer them, | don’t th&k i uld be, I don’t think it
would be genuine to say that we recommend them.

Mayor Slesnick: OK, I’m not pushing; I just id_step up and
volunteer themselves.

Commissioner Cabrera: Sure. Sure.

Mayor Slesnick: Let me say this, Mr. Soto is 3 ppreciate very much and
I think he’d be great.

Commissioner Cabrera;

Mayor Slesnick: I thi
City, but its....the publi
oversight of this person.

ial is not in the chain of command and had nothing to do with the
Mr. Clerk are you “copasetic” with that?

City Clerk Foeman: Yes, no problem Mr. Mayor, | am willing to serve.

Mayor Slesnick: And by the way, that’s a good time to mention the fact that Walter’s office is
really.... he is missing Susan now for a long time, and now we are asking him to do something
else, he has produced so much good work. David, we really need to work with Walter on getting
him some additional help, | mean, we do, we just do. We need some at least at the present time
some temporary.
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City Manager Brown: I’ll certainly work with Walter; 1’ve never said no to him, whatever he
needs he usually gets. I’ll get with him.

[End: 11:48:48 a.m.]
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