
 

 

 

City of Coral Gables 
CITY COMMISSION MEETING 

February 5, 2013 

 
 

ITEM TITLE: 

Historic Preservation Board meeting of December 20, 2012. 

 

SUMMARY OF MEETING: 

1. PERSONAL APPEARANCE: 
 

 Cynthia Birdsill, Economic Sustainability Director presented proposed amendments to the Art in Public 

 Places Ordinance. 

 

 A motion was made and seconded to recommend approval of the proposed revisions of the Art in 

 Public Places Ordinance, as presented, to the City Commission.  (Ayes: 9, Nays: 0) 

 

2. LOCAL HISTORIC DESIGNATION: 

 

 CASE FILE LHD 2012-08:  Consideration of the local historic designation of the property at 5309 

 Alhambra Circle, legally described as Lots 34 and 35, Block 79, Coral Gables Riviera Section Part 5, 

 according to the plat thereof, recorded in Plat Book 20, Page 38, of the Public Records of Miami-Dade 

 County, Florida. 

 

 A motion was made and seconded to approve local historic designation of the property at 5309 

 Alhambra Circle as presented.  (Ayes: 9, Nays: 0) 

 

3. SPECIAL CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS: 

 

 CASE FILE COA (SP) 2012-018:  An application for the issuance of a Special Certificate of 

 Appropriateness for the property at 2 Casuarina Concourse, a local historic landmark, legally described as Lot 

 32, Block A, Gables Estates No. 2, according to the Plat thereof, recorded in Plat Book 60, Page 37, of the 

 Public Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida.  The applicant requested approval for the demolition of the 

 residence.  The applicant claimed economic hardship. 

 

 A motion was made and seconded to adopt Staff’s findings and report, and to find that the Applicant 

 has not demonstrated that the denial of Special Certificate of Appropriateness for demolition of the 

 property would cause an exceptional financial burden such that it would amount to a taking of 

 property without just compensation under the standard outlined by the U.S. Supreme Court in Penn 

 Central Transp. Corp. v. New York City.  (Ayes 6, Nays: 1, Absent: 2) 

 

 A motion was made and seconded to find that the Applicant has not met the required criteria outlined 

 in Section 3-1107 (D) of the Coral Gables Zoning Code for issuance of a Special Certificate of 

 Appropriateness for demolition.  (Ayes: 6, Nays 1, Absent: 2) 

 

CASE FILE COA (SP) 2012-016 (Continued):  An application for the issuance of a Special Certificate of 

Appropriateness for the property at 180 Aragon Avenue, “The Colonnade,” a local historic landmark.  A 

lengthy legal description is on file in the Historical Resources Department.  The applicant requested design 

approval for interior and exterior alterations to the portion of the building that is not part of the original 

structure.  This item was approved at the Historic Preservation Board meeting of October 18, 2012 requiring 



 

the applicant to return for review of proposed materials and colors. 

 

A motion was made and seconded to approve the proposed materials and colors for the property at 180 

Aragon Avenue as presented. (Ayes: 6, Nays: 0, Absent: 3) 
 

4. DISCUSSION ITEMS:   
 

a.  Renovations of historic properties and alterations related to the new Building Code 

b.  Protection of interior historic fabric 

c.  Salvage of usable building materials. 

 

ATTACHMENT(S): 

1. Minutes of Historic Preservation Board meeting of December 20, 2012 


