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/
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• I.

WRITrENSTATEMENT ON ITEM F-12

M name is Daniel Ravicher and I have lived in Coral Gables for over a decade with my wife

and son. One of the things we love most about our city is the proud history of professional leadership

provided by the Mayors, Vice Mayors, Commissioners, and Managers. The city is safe, clean, and

growing at a reasonable pace. Disputes arise, of course, but they have in the past been handled with

professionalism and respect so that productive relationships can be maintained despite differences.

• Recently, however, I have been dismayed at a dramatic and unexpected rise in animosity and,

shall I say, pointless drama, among the leadership of the city that is causing us grave concern. Our

nation is built on the governing principle of checks and balances. No one person should be capable

or, or permitted to, enforce their will on the others. I never would have thought that the City Beautiful

would turn into a tabloid town. It’s unsettling and the citizens of the city deserve better.

The most recent unnecessary distraction to remove the City Manager, who has served the city

quite wellfor quite sometime, seems rushed and personal.. The propaganda materials distributed in

advance of today’s hearing to support the motion allege insubordination but did not explain what the

underlying dispute involved. The City Manager is an educated, experienced person with expertise

that shouLd be welcomed on issues affecting the city, not ignored and told to just follow orders.

I am concerned that the Commission has taken a wrong turn recently leading it to erode the

trust that it has built over decades of faithful service to residents. The City Manager should not be

removed absent unanimous agreement by the Commission. To do otherwise serves to only further

fracture those who have given their time and lives to serve, rather than bring everyone together for

the good of the city.

I hate to consider the alternative, but one must always be prepared for the worst while hoping

for the best. Thus, the petition I have been told will. be started to remove all of the current

Commissions if the City Manager is removed is one that I will unfortunately have to support.

Thank you.

Daniel Ravicher
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