
POLICY FOR NAMING/RENAMING CITY PARKS, OPEN SPACES, AND PUBLIC 

FACILITIES AND ROOMS 

 

 

INTENT OF POLICY 

 

To provideestablish a policyset of standard procedures and guidelines for naming/renaming City 

parks, open spaces, or public facilities, and rooms. 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES 

 

This policy does not apply to naming/renaming of streets. 

 

Staff may temporarily assignNewly acquired or developed park properties, open spaces, or public 

facilities will be assigned a name based on the adjacent street, functional use, geographic feature, 

community name or historic significance for reference and identification purposes. in collaboration 

with the neighboring community through the community input process at the onset of the park 

development process.  

 

The chosen name shall not conflict with similar names in whole or in part. 

 

Every effort shall be made to avoid conflicts with neighboring municipalities, especially where 

streets cross municipal boundaries. 

 

The Coral Gables City Commission shall approve have final approval of all names by Resolution.  

Any request to name/rename in honor of individuals or groups shall be submitted in writing to the 

City Manager’s Office with referral to the appropriate board(s) as necessary with supporting 

explanation or justification.  The Historic Preservation Board shall be consulted with regard to 

historically designated properties. 

 

Generally, a facility will not be named after a person until after their death.  An exception to 

naming/renaming a facility after a living person may only be made with a four/fifth (4/5) vote of 

approval by Commission.  

 

The renaming of parks, open spaces and public facilities will be strongly discouraged. The City 

Commission may choose to rename an existing park if the park name is no longer in line with the 

criteria and guidelines and/or demeans the City in any way. 

 

Where the name of an individual is so used, approval shall be obtained from the individual or the 

next of kin for such naming. 

 

 
 

 



 

CRITERIA/GUIDELINES FOR NAMES HONORING INDIVIDUALS OR GROUPS OR 

EVENTS 

 

1. Where there has been Parks, open spaces or facilities can be named for an individual or 

group who has made a significant contribution to the quality of life, well-being oftowards 

the City of Coral Gables; or 

 

2. To memorialize or otherwise recognize substantial gifts and significant donors, individuals 

designated by donors, or individuals who have made exemplary or meritorious 

contributions to the City of Coral Gables; or 

 

• Where there is a significant historical or cultural connection to the City and has made a 

majorthe property in question.  The contribution to the historicalwill be defined as one or 

cultural preservationmore of the City; orfollowing: 

 

1. Where there is a major contribution towardPark site or facility is donated. 

2. Donation in the amount equal to the fair value of the land. 

1.3.3. Donation in the environmental preservation conservation or enhancement of 

amount of 50% of cost for the City; orWhere there is a major contribution made 

to the acquisition, park development or conveyance of land or building, in 

question and/or contribution toward acquisition and/or development of the 

facility; orproject as determined by the City. 

 

3. Where there is a direct relationship or association that exists between the place or former 

place of residence of the person or group and the facility or park to be named/renamed; or 

 

• Where there is a significant contributionParks, open spaces or facilities can be named for 

an individual or group that has provided significant service to the community or City.  The 

service must be defined by one or more of the following: 

 

1. Exemplary service to the betterment of a specific park, consistentcommunity. 

 

2. Projects or programs that contributed positively to the City.  Detailed 

descriptions of projects and programs must be provided along with at least three 

detailed impact statements from citizens describing how the established 

criteriaprograms or projects positively impacted their lives. 

 

3. An accomplishment, achievement or honor that brings national or international 

prominence to the City.  Detailed explanation of the accomplishment or 

achievement with tangible evidence of the prominence achieved is required. 

 

• A naming will not convey or imply that the individual, individual’s family or group for 

which the park, open space or public facility is named has any additional right to determine  

the development, operations or additional naming of features within the park, open space 

or public facility. 



 

• Nominations will be accepted and standards for the designatedconsidered when a 

nomination is received from a community-based organization in existence for at least three 

years.  Community organizations include but are not limited to:  Advisory Councils, 

Community Foundations, Chambers of Commerce, Rotary Clubs, and Youth Associations.  

 

• Nominations will also be considered when received from an individual, if the nomination 

is accompanied by 100 signatures in support of the nomination.  Only signatures from Coral 

Gables residents 18 years of age or older will qualify for purposes of this petition. The 

signature documentation must include the name, the age (18 years of age or older), full 

address and phone number of each resident. 

 

• A member of the City Commission can supersede this process by presenting a naming 

nomination directly to the City Commission for consideration. All namings must be 

approved by Commission Resolution.  

 

• Nominations will NOT be accepted in the case of any of the following conditions: 

 

1. Nomination duplicates the name or feature of another park classification. 

2. Nomination endorses or advocates for a specific religion or specific religious 

entity. 

3. Nomination has obscene connotations. 

4. Nomination demeans or maliciously portrays any ethnic or racial group. 

5. Nomination is for an individual that has been found guilty of a felony crime. 

6. Nomination endorses or advocates a specific political organization. 

 

 

 

 

 

PROCEDURES FOR NAME/RENAME DESIGNATION 

 

• An The City will provide a Nomination Application Form to the organization or individual, 

the City Commission, or group wishing to submit a submitting the naming request for a 

name/rename in honor of an individual or group or event. The Form must provide a written 

proposal to the City Manager’s Office for referral to the appropriate City board(s) as 

necessary which contains be completed in full and will request the following minimum: 

 

1. Name and information: of nominating group or individual 

 

2. name of the applicant 

3.2. identificationIdentification of the park, open space, facility or property to 

be named/renamed 

proposed 

4.3. Proposed name 



5. a brief biography of the person, persons or group, or account of the historical event, if 

appropriate, including all other data relevant to the commemorative naming/renaming 

6. the association , if any, of the person, persons, group or event, if appropriate, with the park, 

site or facility to be named/renamed 

background 

4. Information on the nominee to include detailed biography, impact 

statements, detailed descriptions of contributions, service and 

accomplishments. 

 

7.5. Background information which detailsincluding letters of testimonials, 

media materials, recommendation letters, and additional data which detail 

the accomplishment and/or supportingsupport the name designation. 

a letter 

8.6. Letter of approval from the individual or /next of kin or organization head 

for using such naming 

 

Proposals must include at least three letters of endorsement supporting the application. 

 

The City Manager’s Office shall distribute the request to the Parks and Recreation Department, 

Historic Preservation Department, Planning Department, Building and Zoning Department, Public 

Works Department, Public Service Department, and Finance Department for their comments and 

information. 

 

7. FollowingSignature petition (if applicable). 

 

• The Nomination Form must be sent to the Community Recreation Director.  The 

Community Recreation Director will then head a nominating committee that will review 

the nomination application.  The Committee will be comprised of the Community 

Recreation Director and Assistant Community Recreation Director and the Director or 

Director’s designee from the following Departments or Divisions:  Landscape Services, 

Planning, and Historic Resources.   

 

• The Committee will review the nomination to determine if the nomination qualifies for 

consideration by meeting the criteria and guidelines.  

 

• If the Committee finds the nomination meets the receipt of comments from the various 

departments,criteria and guidelines, then the nomination application will be forwarded to 

the following Boards for review and recommendation:  Parks and Recreation Advisory 

Board, Landscape Beautification Board and Historic Advisory Board (if applicable).   

 

• Prior to review by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board/Cultural Affairs Board shall 

review the request for a recommendation , the Community Recreation Department will 

notify residents within a 1000-foot radius of the park property of the naming proposal.  The 

residents will be invited to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting at which the 

item is presented and will also be able to provide written statements to be read as part of 

the record during the Board meeting. 



 

• Upon completion of Advisory Board reviews, the nomination will be presented to the City 

Commission.  At least one Advisory Board recommendation to approve the naming is 

required to proceed to City Commission. for final approval.  If all boards recommend to 

not approve the naming, the nomination request will be denied and will not be forwarded 

to the City Commission.   

 

• The City Commission may approve the waiving of any or all conditions or procedures in 

the naming policy. 

 

 

 

 

 

SIGNAGE 

 

• The City will be responsible for coordinating the public presentation of signage to 

acknowledge the name/rename designation.  

 

• The City CommissionManager or designee shall have final approval for the selection and 

location of any signage, including signage  text. 

 

• Signage  shall comply with the “Zoning Code” of Coral Gables. 
 

 


