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Leaders,

Good afternoon!
Please find attached a letter of support for extending the Outdoor Temporary Dining Permit Program

in the City of Coral Gables.
We request (and recommend) extending this temporary opportunity for our restaurants until May

31, 2022 — the official start of summer.

Thank you for your consideration of this request.

We would also respectfully ask that the attached letter of support from our Chamber of Commerce
be read into the record on Tuesday, December 7™ when item G-7 is heard during public hearing.

Thank you.
Mark
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CORAL GABLES

CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

December 3, 2021

City of Coral Gables
405 Biltmore Way
Coral Gables, FL 33134

Mayor, Vice Mayor and Commissioners:

Thank you for the opportunity to share our thoughts about Item G-7 on this week’s City
Commission agenda.

As discussed, our Coral Gables Chamber is pleased to support today’s Commission Item G-7,
on behalf of our membership and leadership, extending the temporary outdoor dining option
until May 31, 2022.

After meeting with our Chamber member restaurants and other stakeholders this past week, we
heartily believe that the enhanced outdoor dining options have contributed greatly to the
economic revitalization of our diverse and dynamic restaurant community.

Additionally, we further understand from our myriad partners throughout the Gables that many
were able to stay open, and ultimately in business, thanks to the City’s flexibility and support
during the past 20+ months.

We believe now is not the time to back-away from this highly successful program — a tangible
asset that has paid dividends to the local restaurant community, as well as retailers served and
supported by these good partners.

By extending this program another five months, we also have the unique opportunity to mitigate
the rise of additional COVID-related variants, manage the potential “winter surge” and provide
more options for dining to both the local and visitor communities.

The weather is ideal for outdoor seating and dining from January — May with milder
temperatures and dry, less humid weather; the chance to be proactive for a recovering sector of
our business community is heartwarming. After nearly two years of heartbreak, these
incentives set the restaurants up for further recovery and further success.

On behalf of our leadership and members, we truly appreciate your support of G-7.

Thank you, once again, for your consideration of this request and extension of the temporary
outdoor dining until May 31, 2022.

Sincerely, ‘

Mark Al Trowbridge
Presiderit & CEO
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