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PRELLEZO RESIDENCE 

 Boa 
Design Intent 

Coral Gables, built following principles of the City Beautiful Movement of the early XX Century, 
is characterized, by a distinctive architecture and integral landscape. The residents and owners recognize 
and value the underlying principles of the design of the City and, above all, the harmony of the built and 
natural environments. While the Mediterranean style was originally derived by looking at Spain and the 
Spanish Caribbean, George Merrick felt compelled to introduce other selected styles to add richness to the 
predominantly Mediterranean texture. The Villages in Colonial American, Italian, French, Dutch-South 
African and Chinese styles complete a diverse yet coherent imagery of the City. 

The Prellezo Residence finds inspiration in the Dutch-South African Village on LeJeune Road 
and San Vicente Street designed by Marion Sims Wieth and built in the 1920’s as part of Merrick’s vision 
for the twenty-period revival-themed villages. The project considered the built history of Dutch South   
African architecture as well dating back to the 17th Century, for planning, composition, massing, 
proportions, and details. Because the site is on a corner and duplex zoning designation, the Dutch building 
traditions of urban and rural garden patterns were useful in understanding how to weave with walled 
gardens and a carefully considered landscape the open spaces and setbacks on Segovia, the side street and 
in between the slightly varied pairing of the two residences. 

The symmetry and cohesiveness of Dutch South Africa architecture stems from a learned 
classical tradition and the building adheres to that discipline. The façade of the duplex and loggias are 
proportioned to the Doric order and the columns, entablatures, moldings are classically derived. On the 
other hand, construction is conventional reinforced concrete, concrete block and painted stucco.  The roof 
shall have a darker grayish/brown flat clay tile on an appropriately sloped roof.  The doors are aluminum 
French doors, and the windows are aluminum double casements & single-hung.  The two drives will be 
finished with a gray cement paver and the pool deck with Coralina stone.   

The building placement and site plan design recognizes and is encouraged by the beauty of the 
landscape setting. The oaks on Segovia, the Banyans on University drive, and the lush grounds of the 
library across Segovia, imbue the property with a rich landscape which influences the development of the 
design of the gardens. The Prellezo Residence looks to find its place amongst the other duplex properties 
on lovely Segovia Street. 
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