CITYOFCORALGABLES

-MEMORANDUM -
TO: MAJOR JENNIE HOFF DATE: May 8, 2022
ASC CHAIRPERSON
FROM: SERGEANT VELIER ZACCHEOE, SUBJECT:
UNIFORM PATROL DIVISION OFFICER OF THE MONTH
APRIL 2022

[ would like to respectfully nominate Officer Christopher Challenger, for Officer of the Month of
April 2022.

Traditionally, the City of Coral Gables Police Department’s Officer of the Month is awarded
based on apprehending criminals or solving cases. However, police work has evolved greatly,
and Community Policing plays a vital role in police work today.

On April 13, 2022, Officer Challenger was dispatched to a residential alarm. When he arrived at
the residence, he met the homeowner, Mr. John Tomberlin, who is 90 years old. Officer
Challenger engaged in a conversation with Mr. Tomberlin and discovered he is a retired City of
Miami Police Officer. Mr. Tomberline distinguishly served with the City of Miami Police
Department from 1956-1990. Mr. Tomberlin invited Officer Challenger inside his home where
they continued their conversation and he proudly showed Officer Challenger his shadow box on
the wall that had City of Miami Police badges and patches.

Through their conversation, Officer Challenger discovered that it would be Mr. Tomberlin’s 91*
birthday the following week. Officer Challenger promised him that he come back to celebrate
his birthday.

Throughout the week, Officer Challenger researched Mr. Tomberlin’s career and was able to
locate multiple newspaper articles. Some of the articles discovered dated back to 1959 and
continued throughout Mr. Tomberlin’s illustrious career. Officer Challenger took all the articles
and carefully pieced them together to create an impressive montage of Mr. Tomberlin’s 34 year
career. In addition to the framed photos, Officer Challenger also used images of Mr.
Tomberlin’s original City of Miami Police ID and printed it on an aluminum tumbler to present
to Mr. Tomberlin on his birthday.

During this short period of time, Officer Challenger advised me, PIO Sergeant Escobar and City
of Miami Police to coordinate a large gathering of officers to celebrate this special occasion.
Although everyone was onboard, the large gathering did not come to fruition due to
circumstances beyond his control, he was still able to assemble an intimate gathering of Coral
Gables Police and City of Miami Police, all on their own time.



Mr. Tomberlin, his daughter and granddaughter were elated to have the police officers present on his
birthday. He was overcome with emotion to have the police comradery once again. Officer Challenger
took a routine alarm call and turned it into to a positive police experience with a fellow police officer and
a long time City of Coral Gables resident. Officer Challenger always represents the City of Coral Gables
with compassion and professionalism. Therefore, he should be commended for his actions, by being
awarded with the Officer of the Month of April 2022.
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Top Police

By AL FINKFLSTEIN
Werald Bapir Welter

The Miami{ Police Dapari-
ment's commities for handing
out biere mednls had to find a
new hero before 1t could give
out hravery
awards  Satur-
day

The commit-
tre  disowered
that the desiz-
nated hero had
Isft the polige
foree 1o enter
. private business
®i 8o Police-
man Herbert €
HADDAD  Keil — because
he isn’t on the force — doesn't
get his Gold Medal of Valor,
the department’s highest award
for bravery.

Fortunately for the medal-
naming group, it had a consid.
erable Jist of officers who per-
formed outstandingly in 1958,

Hurriedly, fellow afficers
agreed the distinguished seny -
icea anard should gleam from
the trophy room af Pollceman
First Class Rolnnd €. Wirth.

A 2Raearcld Air Faree vet.
eran atil a four-year msn on
the foree, Wirth was named
for saving the lide of Poliocman
Paoy C Hussietonn

I separale cars the tun ol
ficers chased and captured an
armed mental hospulal escapes
in a spectacular race through
downtoun Miami streets Dee
29, 1958,

As Wirth rlosed la on the
gunman with his car, the de-
ranged patient encked hiv gun
at Mussleten whe approached
from the oppasite direction.
Wirth distracted the man's
witeption by sounding hia si-
ren, then pumped four bullets
Into him as he torned tn fire

' on the oflicer,

The werded patient was
Tater re.comrritred tothe Stare
Mental Hospital

For hus part in the capture,
Hussleton wi'l recene a Siver
Meidal of Merst

Althrgh sobd-be winrer,
Kl wort e dormally hapor.
pd. nlticers at 1he staten sbidl
talk «f the 2vearaold eofs

foray ity a Cocohng Grave
drusstre gun battle Sept. T
L

Hr, 100, shot a bamdit amb
saved the lifs of fellow Offl-
cér John C. Tomberlin,

Tomberlin - anl  Palireman
First Clags Neil M Garfield
\\hu also pn-f-'- r-aml m the

John Tomberlin, Happy 91st Birthday from the Coral Gables Police Department

BONNER

roULIOT

SHEPHERD NASH

Officer Keil

o « « Jirst choice for award

Officer Wirth
v+ he got gold medal

ALLGOOD  HUSSLETON

CLARK

TOMBERLIN

holdup melee at the Tropical flaw in what would have been
Pharmacy, 3199 Grave Ave, & routine car-plunging-in-the-
will recere Silver Medals of water repnrt, and salved one

Merit.

The awards will he [aemally
presented May 1. Winners are
selected annually f[rom  the
city's 618-man foree by the
Fraterral Order of Polier, M
ami Ladice 20

Other Sibver Medals of Merit
will go ta:

DETECTIVE WILLIAM U.
BONNFR frr saving a skin-
diver aftrr his axvgen supply
cut out under water,

DETECTIVE M. T. REN-
DALL — for diving Into the
Tamiami Canal and faving a
woman driver whose rar had
plunged inta the water after
swerving ta avmd a enllision
on the read.

POLICEMAN FIRST CLASS
GEORGE 8. CLARK far
calm and eouragecus conduct
m single-handedly  arresting
four burglars at the scens of
a rohbery.

POLICEMAN FIRST CLASS
GLENN V. LIVELY — for
chasing and cornering an armed
21-year-ald love-crazed youth.

POLICEMAN JAMES A
HADDAD — for apphyving im-
mediate  artficial  rospiration
on A Flvear-nid woman, hear
death from taxic poisnning

Bronze Medals of Service will
be awarded to:

DETECTIVE CHARLFSR M.
SHEPHERD — wha rpotted a

Hero Is Second Choice

* gunpoint [ive armed bandits.
some of whom later were found
to be carrying narcotics,
POLICEMAN FIRST CLASS
REITH HARDIN — for hia
patient undercover Investiga-
tions which broke up one of
South Florida's most notorious
car parts-stealing gangs.
POLICEMAN FIRST CLASS
GORDON POULIOT — for ar-

LIVELY

ping at a supermarket.

PATROLMAN CLEAOPHAS
ALLGOOD —
peries of grocery thefts by a
“tip” he obtained through his
{friendship with neighborhood
| businessmen.

‘= WANTED =

M you have any of He
followlag doeted DIMES
we will pay yeu & premiam.

GARFIELD KENDALL

1916D
1942 OVER 41
of Miamis most bizarre mur- -
der-for-insurance cases. m?wsv w- Stdul"!'gz“

SGT, JESSE L. NASH — for

_ 2512 BISC. BLVD,
odt-racing and apprehending at

M 7.1200

Movas Invellds Raslly—Witheat Back-Brooklng Liitlagl

HOYER PATIENT LIFTER

MOVES ANY PATIENT FROM BED TO CHAIR
— OR INTO A CAR - EASILY — SAFELY!

© Hydrauvlic hfters that
are absslutely SAFE

® ELIMINATES ALL
LIFTING on the part
of the nurse

@ ADAPTABLE —= makes
it sasy fo move any
invalid or bed patient
from bed to chair, and
back again — even
into and out of & car,

IMMIDIATE
DELIVERY

LOW RENTAL
NO INVESTMENT

14 MIAMI IN FY. LAUBERDALL
CALL CALL
Pleze 14541 JAsksen 41536

CHAIR RENTAL & SALES, inc.

resting a child molester with |
a 27-year record whom he first |
suspected while oft duty, shop- |

for “breaking” a |



City told to pay cop for hazards of street, range

By ARNOLD MARKOWITZ
Herald Staf] Writer

A Miami policeman, walking & down-
town beat for 25 years, is ealitled to
workmen’s compensation benelits  for
breathing and hearing problems caused by
engine exhaust fumes, horn toots and the
bang, bang, bang of the pistol range, a state
appeals courl ruled Tuesday.

Now the city must pick up a 20 percent
share of the 1ab for occasional medical
examinations and treatments that officer
John Tomberlin has becn paving for; a
group insurance plan 1akes care of the rest.

The decision does not make Tomberlin, a
policeman for 30 of his 55 years, a rich man,
Neither is he a sick man; according 10 his

lawyer the wear and tear on his ears and
lungs are not bad enough to silence the
steps he still plants daily on the cily streets.

“This is Officer Friendly. He loves being
downtown,” said lawyer Peter S. Schwe-
dock. “He has no ambition to be anything
but a street patrolman, greeting people.
He's just & nice man who enjoys people and
heing downtown.

"“The money is basically bubkes {(an
insignificant amount), probably a couple of
thousand in medical bills. The importance
isn't In the amount. [t's the protection he'll
have medically.”

Tomberlin cited doctors’ reports of a
progressive high-frequency hearing loss
caused mainly by praclice on the shooting
range, nnd shortness of breath blamed on

above-narmal air poliution from downtewn
traffic. Tracing those conditions back past
the 1970s, his 1984 workmen's compensa-
tion clalm asked for payment of related
past, present and future medical expenses.

The city refused. Tombertin appeated to
a deputy commissioner of workmen's
compensation, who agreed last Augus? that
his problems are job-related.

Because he had not submitted his
personal docters’ mames [or advance ap-
proval, the city did not have to pay carlier
bills but would have Lo pay {uture ones, it
was decided, The city's appeal of that ruling
was turned down by the First District Courl
of Appeal, which holds statewide jurlsdic-
tton in workmen’s compensation appeals.

No decision has been made about another
appeal to the Florida Supreme Court.

“Greatly simplificd, the law in Florida
says that te claim an occupational disease
you must show you've suffered a hazard
greater than the pencral populace in kind
and degree,” said Assistant City Attorney
Rafael Suarez-Rivas, who werked on the
case.

"“The city's position was that a policeman
standing on the strect has no greater
impairment than an olfice worker or a
sanitation worker, or anyone else on the
street in an urban area. We didn't leel that
watking the streets was an occupational
hazatd. Our point is that hundreds of people
walk the strects downtown.”
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Leg Severed,
Victim Dies

In Surgery

By EDNA BUCHANAN
Herald Statf Writer

I don’t think I'm going to make
it, officer.” the old man said.

“You CAN make it! Just relax.”
1he young policeman said, kneeling
on the blood-soaked sidewalk, as
downtown shoppers froze in hor-
Tor.

‘The old man was right. He died
in surgery two hours later, in spite
of the policeman’s efforts and {ast
work.

THE LEG of the S8l-vear-old
man, standing in the sun on the
sidewalk in front of Jefferson’s de-
partment  store, 1500 Biscavne
Bivd., was scvered when a nine-
year-old Plvmouth struck another
car, mounted the curb and pinned
him against a metal pole.

The driver, Peter Alacantara, 82,
said the brakes failed. Police said
they seemed to he in working
order. Alacantara sat dazed in his
car.

Officer John Tomberlin, on a
routine off-duty job directing traf-
fic a1 the Omnt Complex a haif
block away, heard the crash. He
ran o the victim.

“One leg was almost completely
gone.”  Officer  Tomberlin  said,
“There was blood all over.”

“I NEED a belt!” Tomberhin
shouted.

**Here! Take mine,” & man in the
crowd said.

Tomberlin tightened 4 tourniguet
around the old man’s thigh, stop-
ping the massive hleceding. Fire De-
partment  paramedics rushed  the
victim to Jackson Memorial Hospi-
tal where surgeons fatled to save
him.

The name of the dead man., who
tived in Miami Beach. is being
withheld until his family can he
notified,

Officer Steve Smigelski charged
Alcantara, of 1350 NE Miami
Courl, with careless driving result-
ing in an accident.
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John Tomberlin, Happy 91st Birthday
£.2 from the Coral Gables Police Department

City told to pay cop for hazards of street, range

By ARNOLD MARKOWITZ
Herakf Staff Writer

A Miami policeman, walking a down-
town beat for 25 years, is entitled 10
waorkmen's compensation  henefits for
breathing and hearing problems caused by
engine exhaust fumes, horn 1oots and the
bang, bang, bang of the pistol range, a stale
appeals courl ruled Tuesday

Now the city must pick up a 20 percent
share of the tab for occasional medical
examinalions and treatments that officer
John Tomberiin has been paying for; a
group insurance plan takes care of the rest,

The decision does not make Tomberlin, o
policeman for 10 of his 55 years, a rich man,
Meither is he a sick maun, according to his

Dhe Miami Herald

Frida), Octeber 16, 1939

lawyer the wear and tear on his ears and
lungs are nol bad enough to silence the
steps he still pants daily on the cily streets,

“This is Officer Friendly. He loves being
downtown,” said lawyer Peter S, Schwe.
dock “He has no ambition to be anything
bul & street patrolman, greeling people
He's just a nice man who enjoys people and
heing downlown

“The money is basically bubkes (an
Inslgnificant amount), probably a couple of
thousand in medical bills The importance
isn‘t in the amount. It's the protection he'll
have medically.”

Tomberlln cited doctors’ reports of a
progressive  high-frequency hearing loss
caused mainly by practice on the shonting
range, and shoriness of breath blamed on

‘By ARTHUR JOHNSEY
fersd Staf) Welder

When the burden of tralhec

: o

above-normal air pollution from downtown
traffic. Tracing those conditions back past
the 1970s, his 1981 workmen's compensa-
tion claim asked for payment of related
past, present and fulure med/cal expenses,

The city refused Tomberlin appealed 10
a deputy commissioner of workmen's
compensation, who agreed last August that
his problems ace pob-related

Because he had noL submitted  his
personal doctors’ names for odvance ap-
proval, the ¢ty did not have to pay earlier
bills but wou'ld have to pay {uture ones. it
was declded. The city’s appeal of that ruling
was turned down by the Flrst District Court
of Appeal, which holds statewide jurisdic-
tion in workmen's compensatinn appeals.

No decision has been made about another
appeal to the Florida Supreme Court

“Greatly simplified, the law in Florida
says that to claim an occupational disease
you must show you've suffered a hazard
greater than the general populace in kind
and degree,” said Assistant City Attorney
Ralael Suarez-Rivas, who worked on the
case.

“The cily"s position was that a policeman
standing on the street has no greater
impairment than an offlice worker or &
sanitation worker, or anyone else on the
streel in an urban area. We didn't feet that
walking the streets was an accupational
hazard. Our point is that hundreds of people
walk the streets downtown.™

The Miami Herald / International Edition
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Coupkds o1 ¥ fataiities falls on Dade Coun-,
S | ty's conscience — or ls Hfted,
,'.'-\.i“. even briefly — residents are
""’“:l-q £0ing 10 know it.

Flags flown from police mo-
toreyele  units  throughout
Dade wilt flagh the signal.

On days when there are no
fntalities, the flags flying ifrom
the resr of police motoreycles
will be green.

\When a fatality has ocour-
red i within the last 24 hours,
the flags will be changed to

black.
L]

The Dade County Cltizens
Safety Council, which arrang-
ed the program, said the e~
foreycle unlis will sppear with
the tage beginning Monday

J.. 1. Jackeon, safety couneil
flirector, said the program will
continue for the remainder of
this year “as & public educa-
tional effort.”

The eouncil sald fatalities
now are 20 per cent below the
level of Iast year in Dade. The
tahulntion shows 89 accidental
tratlic [atalities as compared
with™ 119 for the same time
last year,

AL DIAZ ! Mlami Meraid Stafd
Miami police officer John Tomberlin stands watch over the
closed Haitian consulate office in downtown Miami.

R

John Tomberlin
« « . displays new flags

Green Flag

Che Aliami Hevald

Saturday, February 5, 1977

—Herald Btaff Phote.

Leg Severed,
Victim Dies

In Surgery

By EDNA BUCHANAN
Herald S1ail Writer

I don't think I'm going lo make
it, officer.” the old man said.

“You CAN make it! Just refax,”
the young policeman said, kneeling
on the blood-soaked sidewalk, as
downtown shoppers froze in hor-
Tor.

The old man was right. He died
in surgery two hours later, in spite
of the policeman’s efforts and fast
waork.

THE LEG of the El.vear-old
man, standing in the sun on the
sidewalk in front of Jefferson's de-
partment  store,  [50 Biscavne
Blvd., was severed when a nine-
Year-old Plymouth struck another
car, mounted the curb and pinned
him against a metal pole.

The driver, Peter Alacantara, 82,
said the brakes failed. Police suid
they seemed to be in working
order. Alacaniara sal dazed in his
Lar.

Officer John Tomberlin, on a
routing off-duty job directing traf-
fi: at the Omni Complex & half
block away, heard the crash, He
ran to the victim.

“One leg wis almuost completely
pone.”  Officer Tomberlin__said,
“There was blood all over.”

"I NEED a bel!”
shouted.,

“Here! Take mine,” a man in the
crowd said.

Tomberlin tightened a tourniquet
around the old man's thigh. stop-
ping the massive bleeding. Fire be-
partment paramedics rushed the
victim to Jackson Memorial Hospi-
tal where surgeons failed 10 save
him.

‘Tomberlin
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