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C i t y  o f  C o r a l  G a b l e s
P l a n n i n g  a n d  Z o n i n g  S t a f f  R e p o r t

Applicant:  City of Coral Gables 

Application:  Zoning Code Text Amendment: Board of Architects Membership 

Public Hearing: Planning and Zoning Board 

Date & Time: January 12, 2022; 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. 

Location: City Commission Chambers, City Hall, 
405 Biltmore Way, Coral Gables, Florida 33134 

1. APPLICATION REQUEST

The City of Coral Gables has initiated a request for a Zoning Code Text Amendment as follows: 

An Ordinance of the City Commission of Coral Gables, Florida providing for a text amendment to the 
City of Coral Gables Official Zoning Code by amending Article 14, “Process,” Section 14-103.2, 
“Membership; Terms; Vacancies; Removal,” to allow a certain percentage of the Board of Architects 
members to not be residents or have their principal place of business in the City of Coral Gables; 
providing for severability, repealer codification, and an effective date. 

2. APPLICATION SUMMARY

The City is proposing a Zoning Code text amendment to increase the options of architects to serve on the 
Board of Architects by allowing some board members to live or have their principal place of business 
outside of the City of Coral Gables. Currently all members of the Board of Architects are required to be 
residents or have a Coral Gables-based business. The proposed text amendment is now only requiring 5 of 
the board members to have this qualification.  

3. REVIEW TIMELINE / PUBLIC NOTICE

City Review Timeline 

The submitted applications have undergone the following City reviews: 

REVIEW COMMITTEES AND BOARDS DATE 

Planning and Zoning Board 01.12.22 
City Commission – 1st Reading TBD 
City Commission – 2nd Reading  TBD 
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The following has been completed to solicit input and provide notice of the Application: 
PUBLIC NOTICE DATE 

Legal advertisement  12.30.21 
Posted agenda and Staff report on City web page/City Hall 01.07.22 

 
 

4. FINDINGS OF FACT 

The request is a Text Amendment to Section 14-103.2 “Membership; Terms; Vacancies; Removal” in 
Article 14 “Process.” The proposed changes are provided below in strikethrough / underline format.   
 
Section 14-103.2. Membership; Terms; Vacancies; Removal. 
    

A. Membership. 
1. The Board of Architects shall be composed of at least seven (7) members who serve as 

either regular or alternate members, depending on their designation at appointment. 
2. The City Manager, subject to the approval of the City Commission, shall appoint all regular 

and alternate members of the Board of Architects, considering the following qualifications: 
a. Each member shall have been a registered architect or landscape architect 

responsible for the design and construction of projects within the City of Coral 
Gables during the last five (5) years and shall have a minimum of ten (10) years 
experience in their profession. 

b. Each member No less than five (5) of the members shall either be a resident or have 
their principal place of business in the City of Coral Gables. 

 
Zoning Code Section 14-212.5 provides review standards for Zoning Code text amendments:  
 

Standard Staff Evaluation 

a. Promotes the public health, safety, and 
welfare.  

The intent of the proposed amendment is to promote a greater pool 
of architects to serve on the Board of Architects which will lessen 
the burden of commitment of the resident architects.   

b. Does not permit uses the 
Comprehensive Plan prohibits in the 
area affected by the text amendment.    

The proposed amendment does not affect any uses permitted in the 
Comprehensive Plan.  

c. Does not allow densities or intensities 
in excess of the densities and 
intensities which are permitted by the 
future land use categories of the 
affected property.  

The proposed text amendment does not affect the densities nor 
intensities any land uses.  

d. Will not cause a decline in the level of 
service for public infrastructure which 
is the subject of a concurrency 
requirement to a level of service which 
is less than the minimum requirements 
of the Comprehensive Plan. 

The proposed text amendment will not affect the level of service for 
public infrastructure.  
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