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Introduction

Good afternoon and thank you for the opportunity to address the Historic Preservation Board of Coral 

Gables.

I am here to discuss the application and approval for an historical marker for Marion Manley, a 

pioneering architect whose work played a significant role in shaping Miami’s architectural and cultural 

history. As Miami’s first licensed woman architect, Manley helped define an early form of Tropical 

Modernism—designing buildings that responded thoughtfully to South Florida’s climate, landscape, and 

community needs.

Manley’s contributions were innovative, enduring, and influential. She designed much of the University 

of Miami, in addition to schools, civic buildings, and residences, many of which remain in use today. 

They are a testament to the lasting value of her work.

An historical marker honoring Marion Manley would correct a notable gap in the public record and 

ensure that her contributions are properly recognized as part of Miami’s heritage. This presentation will 

briefly explain why her life and work meet the need for historical designation and why such recognition 

is both appropriate and overdue. We will also include the application for the marker, which will be 

submitted to the State of Florida, and ultimately approved and fabricated by them. 



Sample Historical Marker

https://coralgableswomansclub.org/marker/

https://coralgableswomansclub.org/marker/


Proposed Marker Location  – 1300 Campo Sano

The University of Miami’s first administrative building, built by Marion Manley.

This building is designated as a historical site by the City of Coral Gables.



Historical Markers Application

Florida Department of State

Division of Historical Resources

Bureau of Historic Preservation















Suggested Marker Text

Wording already approved by the University of Miami:

Florida’s second licensed female architect and a pioneer of modern design, Marion Manley helped shape the 

University of Miami’s postwar campus and the architectural identity of South Florida. She was an advocate of 

sustainable architecture long before it was fashionable. A 1917 graduate of the University of Illinois, Manley 

worked in Miami for more than 50 years, designing homes, schools, and civic buildings that blended 

functionality with sensitivity to climate and landscape, many of which still stand today in the City of Coral 

Gables. In the 1940s, she collaborated with Robert Law Weed on the University’s master plan, creating open, 

light-filled buildings that reflected the ideals of modernism adapted for the tropics. These structures include 

the original student union, St. Bede Chapel, the Ring Theater, the first administration building (1300 Campo 

Sano), and four original School of Architecture buildings that were part of a compound built to house the 

returning veterans of World War II. Her leadership and vision advanced the role of women in architecture and 

left a lasting mark on Florida’s environment.



Marion Manley Documentary

Most Welcome Breezes: The Story of Marion Manley

https://youtu.be/5BSjBLa1ElY?si=3N3HTDBVA4ICZajU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BSjBLa1ElY


Thank You!


