




August 6, 2021 

City of Coral Gables - Board of Architects 
405 Biltmore Way, 3rd Floor 
Coral Gables, FL 33134 

 

LETTER OF INTENT 

 

RE:  Anderson Residence: New Single-Family House  
3809 Anderson Road, Coral Gables Florida 33134 
 
Project Number: 02000760 
Permit Number: AB21068669 

 

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE 

The house is conceived in a contemporary vernacular style.  The main building can be 
simply described as a one-story box and a floating roof.  These two elements are then 
molded into the shape as seen.  The second, smaller building is treated in the same 
fashion.  The roof structure floats via a series of clerestory windows.  It is finished with a 
concrete tile reminiscent of slate roofing, and wood tongue and groove ceiling. 

The solid elements of the house are stucco with varying finishes which help maintain a 
horizontal split between the two floors.  A breeze block volume at the front of the house 
creates a strong focal point to the front façade.  The wood of the ceiling is reintroduced at 
the garage and front door. 

The living spaces generally are intended to flow onto the exterior through pocket doors as 
weather allows.  

BUILDING DISPOSITION 

The shape and location of the lot influences greatly the massing volume for this project.  
The main building stands parallel to the front setback similarly to ranch houses in the area.  
The neighboring house to the north is a two-story structure.  The south house, and the ones 
across the street, are single story.   Our intervention includes a single-story volume 
composed of the garage, office, and entry portico.  The second floor is on the front setback 
further and forcibly lowered for the house to fit smoothly into the neighborhood. 

Three oak trees located on the property directly shaped the layout and character of the 
building.  These trees led us to create the courtyard south of the kitchen and to segregate 
the master suite as designed. 

BUILDING VOLUMETRIC 

The house is composed of 2 masses that are interconnected by a bridge.  The main 
building houses the living area, studio, and parking garage on the ground floor and 2 
bedrooms rooms on the second floor.  The second volume houses a master suite across 
the bridge and a partially segregated entertainment room and guest suite. 

 

 

7288 NW  1ST Court 

Miami, Florida 33150 

 

              305|350-2993 

  rcarrion@dna-arc.com 

  www.dna-arc.com 

 

AR 91744 

 

http://www.desarch.net/


In order to create a strong sense of horizontality, the roof of the second floor is lowered and 
detached from the first-floor volume.  Two benefits that are created from this move are that 
the living area feels closer to height and a half rather than double height and the bedrooms 
feel akin to attic rooms.  The bathrooms at the bedrooms require increased height are 
therefore treated as dormer style volumes. 

The second volume is separated from the first through a connection at the second floor 
only.  The bridge connector is lined with bookshelves and glazing to treat it an event rather 
than a means of circulation.  This separation helps to visually divide the downstairs 
courtyard and pool areas.  The courtyard holds 3 existing oak trees.  The space itself 
merges into the kitchen through a pocket sliding door allowing for the in/out.  The pool side, 
similarly, flows into both the living room and entertainment room to create the 
interconnectivity. 

Past the bridge we reach the master suite which is treated similarly to the main volume 
including the floating roof.  A spiral stair connects from the master suite down to the 
entertainment room below. 

 

 


	Boad of Architect Review Application_Anderson Residence_062421
	08-26-2021 Application and Letter

