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RON DESANTIS 

GOVERNOR 
1000 N.W. 111 Avenue 

Miami, Florida 33172 
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SECRETARY 

 

www.fdot.gov | www.southflroads.com 

September 26, 2023 

 
Ms. Jennifer Garcia, AICP, CNU-A 
City Planner,  
Planning and Zoning Division 
City of Coral Gables 
427 Biltmore Way, 2nd Floor 
Coral Gables, Florida 33134 
 
 
Subject:  Comments for the City of Coral Gables Comprehensive Plan  

Amendment FDEO #23-01ESR 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Garcia: 

Pursuant to Section 163.3184(3), Florida Statutes (F.S.), in its role as a reviewing 

agency as identified in Section 163.3184(1)(c), F.S., the Florida Department of 

Transportation, District Six, reviewed the proposed text amendments to the City of 

Coral Gables’ Comprehensive Plan.  The proposed amendments modify text within 

the Future Land Use Element to increase maximum building heights for commercial 

land uses and industrial land uses with parks incentives if developed pursuant to the 

Design & Innovation District Regulations. An additional amendment is proposed for 

industrial land uses to be granted an additional 25% floor area ratio for properties 

qualifying as receiving sites for transfer of development rights (TDRs). 

The District reviewed the amendment package per Chapter 163 Florida Statutes 

and found the proposed text amendment would not adversely impact transportation 

resources and facilities of state importance.   

 

Thank you for coordinating on the review of these proposed amendments with 

FDOT.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me by email at 

shereen.yeefong@dot.state.fl.us or at 305-470-5393. 
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Sincerely, 

 

Shereen Yee Fong 

Transportation Planner IV  

 

 

Cc: Daniel Iglesias, P.E., Florida Department of Transportation, District 6 
 Dat Huynh, P.E., Florida Department of Transportation, District 6  

Kenneth Jeffries, Florida Department of Transportation, District 6  
Barbara Powell, Florida Department of Commerce 
Isabel Cosio Carballo, South Florida Regional Planning Council  
Kathe Lerch, South Florida Regional Planning Council 
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Ron DeSantis GOVERNOR 
J. Alex Kelly SECRETARY

       Caldwell Building | 107 E. Madison Street Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 850.245.7105 | www.FloridaJobs.org | Twitter: @FLACommerce 

An equal opportunity employer/program. Auxiliary aids and service are available 
upon request to individuals with disabilities. All voice telephone numbers on this 
document may be reached by persons using TTY/TTD equipment via the Florida 
Relay Service at 711. 

August 31, 2023 

RESPONSE VIA EMAIL ONLY 

Ms. Jennifer Garcia, AICP, CNU-AD   
Assistant Director of Development Services 
City of Coral Gables 
P.O. Box 141549 
Coral Gables, Florida 33114-1549 

RE: FLUE Design and Innovation District Regulation 

Dear Mr. Trias, PhD, AIA, AICP LEED AP: 

Thank you for submitting Coral Gables’ proposed comprehensive plan amendment for our review 
pursuant to the Expedited State Review process.  The reference number for this amendment 
package is 23-01ESR.  

The proposed submission package will be reviewed pursuant to Section 163.3184(3), Florida 
Statutes.  Once the review is underway, you may be asked to provide additional supporting 
documentation by the review team to ensure a thorough review.  You will receive the Department’s 
Comment Letter no later than September 29, 2023. 

If you have any questions please contact Donna Harris, Plan Processor at (850) 717-8491 or 
Yazmin Valdez, Regional Planning Administrator, who will be overseeing the review of the 
amendments, at (850)717-8524. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Powell, Deputy Bureau Chief 
Bureau of Community Planning and Growth 

BP/dh 

cc: External Agencies

http://www.floridajobs.org/
http://www.twitter/


  
 
The City of Coral Gables 
 
 

Planning & Zoning Division 
427 BILTMORE WAY, 2ND FLOOR 
CORAL GABLES,  FLORIDA   33134 

P.O. BOX 141549  CORAL GABLES, FLORIDA  33114-1549 ·  PHONE: (305) 460-5211 ·  FAX (305) 460-5327 ·  EMAIL: PLANNING@CORALGABLES.COM 

 
 
August 28, 2023 
 

Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, Bureau of Comprehensive Planning  
Plan Processing Administrator, Attention: Ray Eubanks 
Caldwell Building 
107 East Madison – MSC 160 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-4120 
Attention: Ray Eubanks 
 
 
Dear Mr. Eubanks: 

Please be advised that the City of Coral Gables Local Planning Agency (Planning & Zoning Board) held a duly advertised 
public hearing for amendments to the City’s Comprehensive Plan on July 12, 2023 for the below proposed amendments. 
The Future Land Use element amendments received a recommendation for denial (3-2) from the Local Planning Agency 
on July 12, 2023. Per Section 14-102.3. of the City’s Zoning Code, the failure to obtain 4 affirmative votes to amend the 
Comprehensive Plan shall be deemed a recommendation of denial of such amendment. 

On August 22, 2023, the Local Governing Body (City Commission) also held a duly advertised public hearing and 
approved (3-2) the attached proposed amendments. This letter constitutes transmittal of all relevant documentation by 
the City to the Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) for review under the expedited state review process.  

The proposed ordinance (agenda item E.6.) is attached along with a copy of the City Commission agenda and meeting 
minutes showing Commission action. (See Attachment 1) 

The proposed amendments revise the Future Land Use Element of the City of Coral Gables Comprehensive Plan 
pursuant to Zoning Code Article 14, “Process,” Section 14-213, “Comprehensive Plan Text and Map Amendments,” to 
provide additional building height up to one hundred and thirty-seven feet and six inches with parks incentives if 
developed pursuant to the Design & Innovation District Regulations. The proposed amendments also clarify the Design 
& Innovation District as a Transfer of Development Rights Receiving Area.  

We have included agenda memos and staff reports for your review (See Attachment 2), noting that in the Planning & 
Zoning Board Staff report, the specific Comprehensive Plan Review and Analysis are located on pages 2-4. Public notice 
documentation is also provided.  

We appreciate the continued assistance and cooperation of the Florida DEO in the development and refinement of the 
City of Coral Gables Comprehensive Plan as we continue to address changing economic development goals and needs. 
Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please feel free to contact me at 305-460-5214. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Jennifer Garcia, AICP, CNU-A 
City Planner, Planning and Zoning Division 
City of Coral Gables 
Tel: 305-460-5214 
jgarcia4@coralgables.com 
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