
From: Raul Valdes-Fauli
To: Commissioners
Cc: Ramos, Miriam; Luzarraga, Beba
Subject: FW: 1208 Asturiano
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 4:10:11 PM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the
content is safe.

Fyi.

Appellant in the 1208 Asturia case, Ms. Maria V. Cerda lives in a home at 1216 Asturia Avenue which was built in
1923 and is not designated historic. Additionally, Mr. Andres Viglucci, the Miami Herald reporter who has written
extensively on 1208 Asturia and the overall issue of historic preservation, owns and resides at 548 San Lorenzo, a
home built in 1926 which also has not been designated historic.

mailto:rvaldes-fauli@rvf-law.com
mailto:Commissioners1@coralgables.com
mailto:mramos@coralgables.com
mailto:mLuzarraga@coralgables.com


From: Mena, Michael
To: Raul Valdes-Fauli
Cc: Commissioners; Ramos, Miriam; Luzarraga, Beba
Subject: Re: 1208 Asturiano
Date: Tuesday, May 12, 2020 9:16:43 PM

Are they demolishing their homes? 

Michael O. Mena
Commissioner
City of Coral Gables
405 Biltmore Way, 2nd Floor
Coral Gables, Florida 33134
Dir: (305) 460-5326 

On May 12, 2020, at 4:10 PM, Raul Valdes-Fauli <rvaldes-fauli@rvf-law.com>
wrote:

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Fyi.

Appellant in the 1208 Asturia case, Ms. Maria V. Cerda lives in a home at 1216
Asturia Avenue which was built in 1923 and is not designated historic.
Additionally, Mr. Andres Viglucci, the Miami Herald reporter who has written
extensively on 1208 Asturia and the overall issue of historic preservation, owns
and resides at 548 San Lorenzo, a home built in 1926 which also has not been
designated historic.

mailto:mmena@coralgables.com
mailto:rvaldes-fauli@rvf-law.com
mailto:Commissioners1@coralgables.com
mailto:mramos@coralgables.com
mailto:mLuzarraga@coralgables.com


From: Jon Goldman
To: Lago, Vincente
Subject: Asturia House
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 10:59:43 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Vince,

Not that you need another opinion but I wanted to chime in and tell you I for one appreciated
your voting against overturning the Board vote. I am hopeful you and Commissioner Fors will
continue to vote against. As I think I mentioned to you my ranch house in Old Cutler Bay will
turn 50 next year and to this day, after living here for 25 years, I have no idea who the
architect was nor do I care but it would be interesting if I learned after all this time that my
house was going to be designated. As far as I am concerned this house on Asturia needs to be
taken down if that is what the owner wishes. Yesterday there was not one speaker who who
spoke plainly about just looking at this house and using common sense in making the
determination. The amount of time & money the Historic Preservation Department has spent
on this "project",  although should not be a determinant of the final outcome, is beyond
comprehension. It is clear that this whole process needs to be changed.

Regards & Stay Safe,

Jon Goldman

PS Your daughter shares her B Day with my wife Anne.

mailto:jdgold@comcast.net
mailto:VLago@coralgables.com


From: Lago, Vincente
To: Jon Goldman
Subject: Re: Asturia House
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 6:12:00 PM

Thank you! I will continue to hold the line and support the Boards decision.

Best regards,

Vince 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 13, 2020, at 10:59 AM, Jon Goldman <jdgold@comcast.net> wrote:



CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Vince,

Not that you need another opinion but I wanted to chime in and tell you I for one
appreciated your voting against overturning the Board vote. I am hopeful you and
Commissioner Fors will continue to vote against. As I think I mentioned to you
my ranch house in Old Cutler Bay will turn 50 next year and to this day, after
living here for 25 years, I have no idea who the architect was nor do I care but it
would be interesting if I learned after all this time that my house was going to be
designated. As far as I am concerned this house on Asturia needs to be taken
down if that is what the owner wishes. Yesterday there was not one speaker who
who spoke plainly about just looking at this house and using common sense in
making the determination. The amount of time & money the Historic Preservation
Department has spent on this "project",  although should not be a determinant of
the final outcome, is beyond comprehension. It is clear that this whole process
needs to be changed.

Regards & Stay Safe,

Jon Goldman

PS Your daughter shares her B Day with my wife Anne.

mailto:VLago@coralgables.com
mailto:jdgold@comcast.net


From: Bill Bonn
To: Lago, Vincente
Subject: 1308 Asturia
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2020 11:23:54 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi, Vince:

I urge you to vote on May 26th to designate the above property as HISTORIC. 

Thank you. 

Bill Bonn 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:williamabonn@hotmail.com
mailto:VLago@coralgables.com


From: Lago, Vincente
To: Bill Bonn
Subject: Re: 1308 Asturia
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2020 12:23:03 PM

Bill,

Thank you for your email. I would like to receive your guidance and also explain my
reasoning with you. Please advise on when you are available on Monday.

Stay safe and send my best to Ruben!

Vince Lago 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 16, 2020, at 11:23 AM, Bill Bonn <williamabonn@hotmail.com> wrote:



CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi, Vince:

I urge you to vote on May 26th to designate the above property as HISTORIC. 

Thank you. 

Bill Bonn 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:VLago@coralgables.com
mailto:williamabonn@hotmail.com


From: Bill Bonn
To: Lago, Vincente
Subject: Re: 1308 Asturia
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2020 1:10:14 PM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Thanks, Vince!  I have been in self-quarantine since late February under orders from my
oncologist at Mass General Hospital. I can chat with you on the phone on Monday afternoon. 
 How does, say, 2:00 PM sound?

Hope you and your family are doing well!

Bill

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message --------
From: "Lago, Vincente" <vlago@coralgables.com>
Date: 5/16/20 12:23 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Bill Bonn <williamabonn@hotmail.com>
Subject: Re: 1308 Asturia

Bill,

Thank you for your email. I would like to receive your guidance and also explain my
reasoning with you. Please advise on when you are available on Monday.

Stay safe and send my best to Ruben!

Vince Lago 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 16, 2020, at 11:23 AM, Bill Bonn <williamabonn@hotmail.com> wrote:



CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi, Vince:

mailto:williamabonn@hotmail.com
mailto:VLago@coralgables.com


From: Lago, Vincente
To: Bill Bonn
Subject: Re: 1308 Asturia
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2020 4:05:51 PM

That works! Stay safe.

Vince

Sent from my iPhone

On May 16, 2020, at 1:10 PM, Bill Bonn <williamabonn@hotmail.com> wrote:



CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Thanks, Vince!  I have been in self-quarantine since late February under orders
from my oncologist at Mass General Hospital. I can chat with you on the phone
on Monday afternoon.   How does, say, 2:00 PM sound?

Hope you and your family are doing well!

Bill

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

-------- Original message --------
From: "Lago, Vincente" <vlago@coralgables.com>
Date: 5/16/20 12:23 PM (GMT-05:00)
To: Bill Bonn <williamabonn@hotmail.com>
Subject: Re: 1308 Asturia

Bill,

Thank you for your email. I would like to receive your guidance and also explain
my reasoning with you. Please advise on when you are available on Monday.

Stay safe and send my best to Ruben!

Vince Lago 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:VLago@coralgables.com
mailto:williamabonn@hotmail.com


On May 16, 2020, at 11:23 AM, Bill Bonn
<williamabonn@hotmail.com> wrote:



CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is
safe.

Hi, Vince:

I urge you to vote on May 26th to designate the above property as
HISTORIC. 

Thank you. 

Bill Bonn 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone



From: Jon Goldman
To: Jorge Fors
Subject: Fwd: Asturia House
Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 11:01:27 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Jorge,

Not that you need another opinion but I wanted to chime in and tell you I for one appreciated
your voting against overturning the Board vote. I am hopeful you and Commissioner Lago
will continue to vote against. As I think I mentioned to you my ranch house in Old Cutler Bay
will turn 50 next year and to this day, after living here for 25 years, I have no idea who the
architect was nor do I care but it would be interesting if I learned after all this time that my
house was going to be designated. As far as I am concerned this house on Asturia needs to be
taken down if that is what the owner wishes. Yesterday there was not one speaker who who
spoke plainly about just looking at this house and using common sense in making the
determination. The amount of time & money the Historic Preservation Department has spent
on this "project",  although should not be a determinant of the final outcome, is beyond
comprehension. It is clear that this whole process needs to be changed.

Regards & Stay Safe,

Jon Goldman

mailto:jdgold@comcast.net
mailto:jfors@coralgables.com


From: Jorge Fors
To: Jon Goldman
Subject: Re: Asturia House
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2020 12:07:54 PM

Thanks for sharing your view, Jon.  Hope all is well. 

Regards,

JORGE L. FORS, JR.
Commissioner
City of Coral Gables
405 Biltmore Way, 2nd Floor
Coral Gables, Florida 33134
Dir: (305) 460-5222
jfors@coralgables.com

From: Jon Goldman <jdgold@comcast.net>
Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 11:00 AM
To: Jorge Fors <jfors@coralgables.com>
Subject: Fwd: Asturia House
 
CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Jorge,
Not that you need another opinion but I wanted to chime in and tell you I for one appreciated
your voting against overturning the Board vote. I am hopeful you and Commissioner Lago
will continue to vote against. As I think I mentioned to you my ranch house in Old Cutler Bay
will turn 50 next year and to this day, after living here for 25 years, I have no idea who the
architect was nor do I care but it would be interesting if I learned after all this time that my
house was going to be designated. As far as I am concerned this house on Asturia needs to be
taken down if that is what the owner wishes. Yesterday there was not one speaker who who
spoke plainly about just looking at this house and using common sense in making the
determination. The amount of time & money the Historic Preservation Department has spent
on this "project",  although should not be a determinant of the final outcome, is beyond
comprehension. It is clear that this whole process needs to be changed.
Regards & Stay Safe,
Jon Goldman

mailto:jfors@coralgables.com
mailto:jdgold@comcast.net
mailto:jfors@coralgables.com


From: Bill Bonn
To: Jorge Fors
Subject: 1308 Asturia
Date: Saturday, May 16, 2020 11:24:57 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello, Jorge:

I urge you to vote on May 26th to designate the above property as HISTORIC. 

Thank you. 

Bill Bonn 
501 Alhambra Circle 

Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone

mailto:williamabonn@hotmail.com
mailto:jfors@coralgables.com


From: Roberta Neway
To: Keon, Patricia; Mena, Michael
Subject: Thank you!! (Pancoast House)
Date: Monday, May 18, 2020 11:33:09 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Commissioners Keon and Mena,

I hope you and your families are well!!

Thank you for voting 'yes' on the appeal to save the Pancoast House.  

I know it may not be successful, but if we lose our history, we lose everything . .I feel this should be
clearer now than in the past.

Take care, and stay safe!

Sincerely,
Roberta Neway
1236 South Alhambra Circle
Coral Gables, FL 33146

mailto:robertajn@att.net
mailto:PKeon@coralgables.com
mailto:mmena@coralgables.com


From: Raul Valdes-Fauli
To: Mena, Michael
Cc: Commissioners; Ramos, Miriam; Luzarraga, Beba
Subject: Re: 1208 Asturiano
Date: Monday, May 18, 2020 12:14:41 PM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Unknown. 

I am pointing out the hypocrisy of designating other people’s homes but not their own. 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 12, 2020, at 9:16 PM, Mena, Michael <mmena@coralgables.com>
wrote:

 Are they demolishing their homes? 

Michael O. Mena
Commissioner
City of Coral Gables
405 Biltmore Way, 2nd Floor
Coral Gables, Florida 33134
Dir: (305) 460-5326 

On May 12, 2020, at 4:10 PM, Raul Valdes-Fauli <rvaldes-
fauli@rvf-law.com> wrote:

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments
unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Fyi.

Appellant in the 1208 Asturia case, Ms. Maria V. Cerda lives in a
home at 1216 Asturia Avenue which was built in 1923 and is not
designated historic. Additionally, Mr. Andres Viglucci, the Miami
Herald reporter who has written extensively on 1208 Asturia and the
overall issue of historic preservation, owns and resides at 548 San
Lorenzo, a home built in 1926 which also has not been designated
historic.

mailto:rvaldes-fauli@rvf-law.com
mailto:mmena@coralgables.com
mailto:Commissioners1@coralgables.com
mailto:mramos@coralgables.com
mailto:mLuzarraga@coralgables.com


From: Roberta Neway
To: Jorge Fors
Subject: Pancoast House
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 10:42:48 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Commissioner Fors,

I hope you and your family are all safe!! And (if I haven't said so already) - Congratulations re Sofia!!!

In my opinion, the Pancoast House is historic.  Indeed, if this house is not worthy of historic designation, I
do not know of any building in our city that is worthy of this designation.

Please rethink this one.  I realize there is pressure here as, from what I've read, the family who want to
demolish it have money and influence, but if we lose our history, we lose everything.

Thank you for your time, and stay safe!!

Sincerely,
Roberta Neway
1236 South Alhambra Circle
Coral Gables, FL  33146

mailto:robertajn@att.net
mailto:jfors@coralgables.com


From: Roberta Neway
To: Lago, Vincente
Subject: Pancoast House
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 10:43:51 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Vice Mayor Lago,

I hope you and your family are fine!!

The Pancoast House is historic.  Indeed, if this house is not worthy of historic designation, I do not know
of any building in our city that is worthy of this designation.

Please rethink this one.  I realize there is pressure here as, from what I've read, the family who want to
demolish it have money and influence, but if we lose our history, we lose everything.

Thank you for your time, and stay safe!!

Sincerely,
Roberta Neway
1236 South Alhambra Circle
Coral Gables, FL  33146

mailto:robertajn@att.net
mailto:VLago@coralgables.com


From: Lago, Vincente
To: Roberta Neway
Cc: Granell, Chelsea
Subject: Re: Pancoast House
Date: Tuesday, May 19, 2020 5:03:25 PM

Roberta,

Thank you for email. If you know me by now, no money or influence can result in me voting
one way or another. I have visited this house and done my research, I stand with the Board on
this issue, even though I disagreed with the Boards ruling to NOT designate  La Salle,
Ridgewood Residence and the two story structure a few months ago that escapes my memory.

I always appreciate your guidance and I look forward to our future discussions.

Stay safe!

Vince 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 19, 2020, at 10:43 AM, Roberta Neway <robertajn@att.net> wrote:



CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Vice Mayor Lago,

I hope you and your family are fine!!

The Pancoast House is historic.  Indeed, if this house is not worthy of historic designation, I
do not know of any building in our city that is worthy of this designation.

Please rethink this one.  I realize there is pressure here as, from what I've read, the family
who want to demolish it have money and influence, but if we lose our history, we lose
everything.

Thank you for your time, and stay safe!!

Sincerely,
Roberta Neway
1236 South Alhambra Circle
Coral Gables, FL  33146

mailto:VLago@coralgables.com
mailto:robertajn@att.net
mailto:cgranell@coralgables.com


From: Roberta Neway
To: Lago, Vincente
Subject: Re: Pancoast House
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 9:39:33 AM

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Vice Mayor Lago,

Yes, I know you won't be influenced.  I just don't see how this house cannot be considered historic as it is
from an era before the ranch style was popular and it was designed by Pancoast.

I also despair whenever a 'friendly' (eyes on the street) home is demolished and replaced by a residence
that makes walking less safe and less pleasant.  Albeit, this may not be the case here, and it has nothing
to do with whether or not the house qualifies as historic.

I do respect your opinion although I don't agree with it.

Thanks for your prompt response, and stay safe!!

Roberta

On Tuesday, May 19, 2020, 5:03:29 PM EDT, Lago, Vincente <vlago@coralgables.com> wrote:

Roberta,

Thank you for email. If you know me by now, no money or influence can result in me voting one way or
another. I have visited this house and done my research, I stand with the Board on this issue, even
though I disagreed with the Boards ruling to NOT designate  La Salle, Ridgewood Residence and the two
story structure a few months ago that escapes my memory.

I always appreciate your guidance and I look forward to our future discussions.

Stay safe!

Vince 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 19, 2020, at 10:43 AM, Roberta Neway <robertajn@att.net> wrote:



CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Vice Mayor Lago,

I hope you and your family are fine!!

mailto:robertajn@att.net
mailto:VLago@coralgables.com


The Pancoast House is historic.  Indeed, if this house is not worthy of historic designation, I
do not know of any building in our city that is worthy of this designation.

Please rethink this one.  I realize there is pressure here as, from what I've read, the family
who want to demolish it have money and influence, but if we lose our history, we lose
everything.

Thank you for your time, and stay safe!!

Sincerely,
Roberta Neway
1236 South Alhambra Circle
Coral Gables, FL  33146



From: Lago, Vincente
To: Roberta Neway
Cc: Granell, Chelsea
Bcc: jcdiazpadron@gmail.com
Subject: Re: Pancoast House
Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2020 10:39:42 AM

Thank you, I always appreciate your insight and guidance. Let us hope that this opening of
restaurants goes smoothly and that everyone is considerate and follows CDC guidelines.

Stay safe my friend!

Vince 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 20, 2020, at 9:39 AM, Roberta Neway <robertajn@att.net> wrote:



CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Vice Mayor Lago,

Yes, I know you won't be influenced.  I just don't see how this house cannot be considered
historic as it is from an era before the ranch style was popular and it was designed by
Pancoast.

I also despair whenever a 'friendly' (eyes on the street) home is demolished and replaced
by a residence that makes walking less safe and less pleasant.  Albeit, this may not be the
case here, and it has nothing to do with whether or not the house qualifies as historic.

I do respect your opinion although I don't agree with it.

Thanks for your prompt response, and stay safe!!

Roberta

On Tuesday, May 19, 2020, 5:03:29 PM EDT, Lago, Vincente <vlago@coralgables.com>
wrote:

Roberta,

Thank you for email. If you know me by now, no money or influence can result in me voting
one way or another. I have visited this house and done my research, I stand with the Board
on this issue, even though I disagreed with the Boards ruling to NOT designate  La Salle,
Ridgewood Residence and the two story structure a few months ago that escapes my
memory.

I always appreciate your guidance and I look forward to our future discussions.

mailto:VLago@coralgables.com
mailto:robertajn@att.net
mailto:cgranell@coralgables.com
mailto:jcdiazpadron@gmail.com


Stay safe!

Vince 

Sent from my iPhone

On May 19, 2020, at 10:43 AM, Roberta Neway <robertajn@att.net> wrote:



CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless
you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Vice Mayor Lago,

I hope you and your family are fine!!

The Pancoast House is historic.  Indeed, if this house is not worthy of historic
designation, I do not know of any building in our city that is worthy of this
designation.

Please rethink this one.  I realize there is pressure here as, from what I've
read, the family who want to demolish it have money and influence, but if we
lose our history, we lose everything.

Thank you for your time, and stay safe!!

Sincerely,
Roberta Neway
1236 South Alhambra Circle
Coral Gables, FL  33146



From: Paul Savage
To: Lago, Vincente; Jorge Fors; Keon, Patricia; Mena, Michael
Cc: City Clerk; Ramos, Miriam
Subject: Appeal of Historic Preservation Board; 1208 Asturia Avenue; Item F-1; Case No. 20-1325
Date: Friday, May 22, 2020 4:20:58 PM
Attachments: Letter.to.City.Commissioners.Appellant.Savage.Case.20.1325.Asturia.HPB.pdf

CAUTION: External email. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Dear City Commissioners,
 
I am writing on behalf of Maria V. Cerda, the Appellant, to submit the attached
correspondence for your consideration in advance of the upcoming hearing on this
Item.
 
Thank you very much,
 
Paul Savage
 
Cell 786-280-7814
 
 
 
Paul C. Savage, Esq.
RASCO KLOCK PEREZ NIETO
Partner
Board Certified in City, County and Local Government Law
 
2555 Ponce de Leon Blvd., Suite 600
Coral Gables, FL 33134
Tel:    (305) 476-7100
Dir:    (305) 476-7092
Fax:   (305) 675-4689
Email: psavage@rascoklock.com
 

Website |
CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail is covered by the Electronic Communications Privacy Act, 18
U.S.C. § 2510-2521 and may contain information that is confidential and/or legally privileged.  The
contents of this e-mail message and any attachments are intended solely for the party or parties
addressed and named in this message.  If you are not the intended recipient of this message, or if this
message has been addressed to you in error, please immediately alert the sender by reply e-mail and
then delete this message and its attachments.  Do not deliver, distribute, or copy this message and or any
attachments if you are not the intended recipient.  Although this e-mail and any attachments are believed
to be free of any virus or other defect that might affect any computer system into which it is received and
opened, it is the responsibility of the recipient to ensure that it is virus-free, and no responsibility is
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accepted by Rasco Klock Perez & Nieto, P.L. for damage arising in any way from its use.
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