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D-1 [Start: 9:06:26 a.m.]
David Lawrence, Jr., President of The itiative Foundation, on
behalf of the Children’s Trust, urging suppc : guestion on August 26,
2008.

Mayor Slesnick: The ) custom to spend.our first... part of our time today together
about something that is very important to our
is president of the Early Childhood Initiative Foundation,

rust today, to talk about a decision which the citizens

everyone watching this program, former publisher of the Miami
unity servant, and a citizen of Coral Gables, so.

Mayor Slesnick: And 1 think Chip wanted me to add...
Commissioner Withers: And one more thing.
Mr. Lawrence: And a Florida Gator.

LAUGHTER
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Mr. Lawrence: I’m grateful for you taking the time Mr. Mayor and Commissioners; | think this is
really fundamental to the future of this community. In 2002 we passed 2-1 the Children’s Trust;
there are eight counties in Florida that do this — Hillsborough, Pinellas, Broward, Palm Beach,
Miami-Dade, Martin, St. Lucie, and Okeechobee; because five of the counties are very big, it
covers two-thirds of the population of this State. Essentially, voters are asked to raise their taxes,
if they want, a half mil or a mil, in Miami-Dade where we voted to do it a half mil. The median
assessed value homeowner pays fifty-seven dollars and eighty-eight cents ($57.88) a year for
this; because we are a very big place with lots of commercial construction and so forth, it
aggregates a hundred million a year. And you’d say, well that’s a lot oney, and it is, but we
are in a County whose County budget is seven and-a-half billion do .5B) a year, and you
could flitter away a hundred million fairly easily in this communi would be sort of lost in the
vapors, which would be sad and tragic. When we passed it in assed with the “sunset”
hat had a “sunset”, so

folks have had a chance for five plus years to see how it ans; here’s what it
means — its an Independent Special Taxing District; i oard; it has not
had, I think you’ll agree with me, one whip, one nickel being

spent; that’s fairly unusual in our larger com ign on the
basis that we’d do something — some things that wou instance, | am
a full product of public school; graduated from High Sc n this State, and public college in

this State. When | went to school there
of American society. In the last twent
recess, school nurses from lots of the schoc
had a total of nineteen (19) nurses and t r inics for three hundred and
thirty-five (335) publlc schools and the fourt in America. Despite the fact that
al behavioral problems; because of
the Children’s Trust & i ip with the Health Department, School System, by this
August a hundred and i

. It was part of the fundamental
ken away art, gym, music,

of these youths a i SOCi3 ] h. That couldn’t happen without the Children’s

Trust. Second e D (€ ike i in the United States of America occurs about
three o oung people have something to do, or they have something
else to orty-five thousand (45,000) children in this community
to have summer camp. Third example: each year all of the time
one out of i ildren in America in this community is a special needs child; could be

Id be cerebral palsy, it could be a plethora of other challenges.
ng fifteen million dollars ($15M) in this community on this. We
($12M) in higher quality child care. Most child care in America is
storage and warehousing; you wouldn’t want your children or grandchildren in there, why would
you want somebody else’s children or grandchildren in there. So this is practical work, it is also
in my view moral work. On August 26 this will either go on and on and on, way past my life
time and frankly the life time of everyone in this room, or it will simply be gone. We live in a
State now which is in economic turmoil; the minister spoke of this. The challenge next year in
our State is going to be worse than this year. There is an incipient banking crisis that we have
been reading about in the last several days. The County Commission is about to cut two hundred
million dollars ($200M); the School System is having a blood bath over two hundred and eighty-
four million dollars ($284M) in cuts; the State has cut five billion dollars this past year and may

autism, it coulc
The Children’s
are investing twelve
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well cut more next year; it would be just tragic for this community if it were to loose this. This is
August 26™: it is a recipe for a low turnout election, if you know who is running, not a lot of barn
burner races, a few legislators, a little Commission, the Mayor of Miami-Dade County who does
seem to be substantially challenged, and the judicial races, and the Children’s Trust; it’s a recipe
for eight, nine, ten percent of the people coming out. This will either be passed on that day or it
will be simply gone. It’s very hard to get this done; this was first tried in 1988 and good people
whom you know, Janet Reno, the State Attorney and others worked hard to pass it and it failed 2-
1. We passed it in a very different way in 2002. In 2008, it’s either with us passed our life times,
or it is simply gone from this community. The support for this, the Honerary Steering Committee
includes all the usual suspects on the progressive side, you may ar her if its progressive
or not, so don’t get me into a problem here, but it also includes le like lleana Ros-Lehtinen
and Jeb Bush and Marco Rubio. This isn’t a Democrat or thing; this is about the
children of our community. We read in the paper eve immense challenges,

reinstitution of the Children’s Trust money and urgin
by their vote, and I’d entertain a motion from the Com
resolution.

n if we so desire to pass a similar

Commissioner Cabrera: So moved.

Vice Mayor Kerdyk: Second.

Mayor Slesnick: you very much, thank you.

[End: 9:15:29 a.m.]
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