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TQ amend tltle 23 United States Cod tu reduce the ameunt
“of Federal h}ghway ﬁmdmg avaﬁable to Stdtes that do-
‘not enact a law pmhlbztmg an mdmﬂual from ‘writing,

S sem:lmg, or reaéhng text messages whﬂe operating a

:motor vehlcle. RS

Be it enaated by the Smate aml Hmzse of Representa-

tives of the United States of fimmca in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TI'I‘LE

This Act mziy be cited as the “Avoiding Life-Endan-
gering and Reckless Texting by Drivers Act of 2009” or
the “ALERT Drivers Act”,




(5) &eeo&mg ,.‘_v Yark Tlmcs, more

thcm 110 000, 0@6,00 text mes%ages were sent in

the United States durmg the month of December
2008 alone, a tenﬁ)ld :;t;crease in just 3 yea‘r,s;

(6) texting and portable email are valuable to
consumers, b@inésses,j and private individuals

throughout the Unitéd States, but those services also
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e‘a’eate an ml‘emg :

- "whﬂe operatmir motor Vehlﬁl&S* i

found that 20 pe em;
| Staf;es send text 1

 risk that w
: pared t{) the !
o temng,

(7) a 2008 stud-y by Natlonmde Insura,nm

(10) another study by {ihe Unwerslty of Utah

found that coﬁecre st‘ude ublng a driving simulator
were 8 times more hkely to hava A aceident while
texting; | ' |

(11) after a serious accident occurred on the
Boston publie trolley system in May 2009, the trol-
ley operator was found to have been texting at the
time of the aceident;

(12) the problem of texting while driving has

been recognized across the United States;

*S 1538 IS

' drivers in _the Tlmi‘zed:'j



