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City of Coral Gables
CITY COMMISSION MEETING
September &, 2009

ITEM TITLE:

Board of Adjustment Application No. 8701-Z

Nelson De Leon, Architect/Applicant has filed an appeal to the Coral Gables City

Commission from a decision of the Board of Adjustment at its regular meeting August 3,
2009, wherein it denied an application for variances for the property located at 475 S.
| Dixie Highway pursuant to Ordinance No. 2007-01, as amended and known as the
' “Zoning Code.” (Board of Adjustment Vote: 5-0) ;

SUMMARY OF APPEAL:

The AppIicant is appealing the Board of Adjﬁstment decision in regard”"[(') the proposed
signage for the existing commercial building.

1. Grant a variance to allow the tenant “Starbucks Coffee” to have two (2) signs vs. only |
one (1) sign permitted per street level, per street right-of-way frontage as stipulated by |
| Section 5-1904 of the Coral Gables, “Zoning Code.”

2. Grant a variance to allow the tenant “Starbucks Coffee” to have a cabinet sign vs.
cabinet signs are prohibited as stipulated by Section 5-1902 (D) (4) of the Coral Gables
“Zoning Code.”

| The Applicant requested variances to install an additional sign for the tenant “Starbucks :
| Coffee” on the northeast elevation of the building.

The current “Zoning Code™ is specific in allowing only one (1) tenant sign per street
right-of-way frontage. The building has an existing sign on South Dixie Highway.

Staff determined that neither the building, nor the lot, is unusual in shape. There are
numerous businesses on South Dixie Highway with similar conditions which have only |
onec sign on the building per street right-of-way frontage. Staff cannot find an
unneccssary hardship to recommend approval for the additional sign on the side of the :
| building.

Additionally, there are no parameters to review the proposed sign as to its length, area,
height of lettering etc. The proposed sign structure consists of a frame and face
containing all the text and/or logo symbols within a single enclosed cabinet area. Cabinet
signs are specifically prohibited as a sign type in the Coral Gables “Zoning Code.”




| The granting of these variances would confer on the Applicant, a special privilege which |
is denied by the Coral Gables “Zoning Code” to other lands, buildings or structures
within the same zoning district. Staff recommends DENIAL of items no. 1 and 2 of the
Applicant’s proposal.
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