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CONE OF SILENCE 

Request for Proposals (RFP) No. 2024-046 

NOTICE TO ALL BIDDERS AND PROPOSERS 

Definition: 

Cone of silence is defined to mean a prohibition on: 

Any communication regarding a particular Request for Proposals (RFP), Request for Qualifications (RFQ), 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) or any other advertised solicitation between a potential offeror, vendor, service provider, 
bidder, lobbyist, or consultant and city department heads, their staff, selection committee or evaluation committee 
members. 

Any communication regarding a particular request for proposals (RFP), request for qualifications (RFQ), invitation 
for bids (IFB) or any other advertised solicitation between the city commissioners and city department heads, the 
city departments' staff, selection committee or evaluation committee members. 

Imposition: 

A cone of silence shall be imposed upon each Request for Proposals (RFP), Request for Qualifications (RFQ), 
Invitation for Bids (IFB) and any other solicitation when advertised.  

Termination: 

The cone of silence shall terminate at: 

(1)  the time of the City Manager's approval of the award, or
(2) the time of the City Manager's written recommendation to the City Commission is received by the City

Clerk, or
(3) at such time that bids or proposals are rejected by the City Commission or the City Manager.

Violations: 

Violation of the cone of silence by a particular bidder or offeror shall render any award to said person voidable by 
the city commission. 

A violation of this section by a particular bidder, offeror, lobbyist or consultant shall subject such person or persons 
to potential debarment pursuant to the provisions of this chapter.  
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