CORAL GABLES’ GRANADA GOLF COURSE RAIN SHELTERS
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636 Alcazar Avenue
Coral Gables

FL 33134
305-608-0940
Pat_alex@bellsouth.net

January 19, 2025.

The accompanying pages describe the current deplorable state of the rain shelters
on the city owned Granada Golf Course and include excerpts from two recent
magazine articles calling for their restoration.

As the city prepares for its Centennial celebrations, it would be appropriate if the
city commissioners could unite in voting to restore the rain shelters in time for the
April anniversary festivities.

If public funding is a problem, the city could perhaps encourage private donations
to complete the project in return for naming rights.

To commemorate City Father, George Merrick’s, achievement in constructing the
Biltmore Hotel in ten months, exactly 100 years ago (March 1925 — January 1926),
the city should ensure that the permitting process for this project be speeded-up to
guarantee completion in time for the Centennial anniversary in April 2025.

Patrick Alexander: author, ‘Coral Gables: The First Hundred Years’

Dr. Karelia Martinez Carbonell: President Historic Preservation Association
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GRANADA GOLF COURSE RAIN SHELTERS

Operating continuously as a golf course
since January 1923, Granada is more than
just a golf course — it is the Village Green
and the very soul of Coral Gables.

Rain or shine, Summer or Winter, there are
always Gables residents out on the greens
playing golf. Not only is it the oldest
operating golf course in Florida, it is also
one of the most accessible and most popular.
It is popular not just with golfers; it is
popular with the residents whose beautifully
maintained houses face the greenways, it is

Hole Number 5

4

4

popular with L)./
around

Hole Number 3

— -

along North

rac cl.is;ts who drive
and South

Greenway, with young mothers with baby-
strollers, with bare-chested joggers and
with elderly couple out walking the dog.

For the past 80 years, golfers and joggers
have been able to shelter from the rain in
the simple but beautifully designed
wooden rain-shelters. Not only did the

shelters keep residents dry during a
downpour but it also kept them safe during a
thunderstorm. Each shelter was equipped
with a lightning conductor on the roof.

But a few years ago, the City decided to
demolish four of them and allow the
remaining five to deteriorate beyond repair.
Now when it rains, there is nowhere to
shelter and during a thunderstorm, nowhere
to hide except beneath a tree.
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¥ Not only are there no longer any shelters
to protect the golfers and residents, but
now there are just ugly holes and stubs
where they once stood. As the City
approaches its Centennial, these serve as
a harsh rebuke to the civic indifference
which has allowed these reminders of
Merrick’s  vison to visibly and
shamefully decay.

-

These shelters would not be difficult or
expensive to restore. Starting from
Hole Number 7 scratch the wood involved would cost no
more than $750 per shelter and perhaps

three days of labor.

The shelter at hole number 6 1s in fairly good
condition — possibly because this is where
Parks & Rec workers often eat their lunch.
Why can all the other shelters not also be
restored and maintained like this?

With the re-opening of “Burger Bob’s’; with
the upcoming Centennial next April, and
with the Coral Gables having been recently 5
des.cribed by Bloom.berg as being the Hole Number8
nation’s most expensive and sought-after '
city — surely the City Commissioners could for once agree to restore the shelters in
time for the celebration.

What would it take? There would be no
shortage of golfers, joggers and neighbors
willing to sign a petition requesting the City
spend the relatively small amount of money
_ needed to restore or rebuild these shelters. We
do not need a new design; we do not need
anything ‘modern’. The existing designs are
beautiful in their unpretentious simplicity and
their efficiency.
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Article in Gables Living Magazine, October 2024 by Dr. Karelia Martinez Carbonell
President Historic Preservation Association.

INTEREST

HANGING ON TO LIFE ON 'I"II A
IS NOT JUST ABOUT NOS'.

E GREEN WAYS
{\LGILA;

IT HAS ECONOMIC VALUE TOO

Atcording o &  study
commissioned by the US
Chamber of Commerce,
American towns that make
historic preservation 3
pricvity om0y an economs
dimdend o the local economy.
Addnonally, hentage touram
has & greater impact on a
local economy with hertage
tourists spending 5% more
than non-heritage fourists.
Smal and local businesses
often show 3 preference
for lk<ating iIn Mestonc
commercial aross. In study
after study, the rate of valkue
ncrease in histonc dstricts
outpecforms the market as
8 whole. The US. Chamber
stody adds, “In cities large
and small, consumers prefer
Iving, shopping, visiting, and
locating  their  businesses
m  histonc  neighborhoods.
That bult history In your
community is not nostalgls -
215 an economic asset”

Hanging ca 0 the
nostalgls on the Coral

Gables greenways has not
coly emctionsl value but
OCOnomat value 1o boot.

The Clud

1t all started with the Coval
Gables Goll and Country
Club and the Granads

Q1 OCtonen 2024

and Moreaw, opened In
Jarmary of 392). Theee
months ister, the clubhouse,
Sesigned by Hampton and
Reimnert, become Cordd
Gables' first public building
The six onginal coral rock
arches st stand todey and
reflect the Coral Gables
Medworranean style that
helped set the tone for the
City's architecture

The Coral Gables Golf
and Country Club quickly
became the epicoenter of
the new commumty and
played an important role n
23 development. Salesmen,
Including Merrick  himsed,
entertainod prospective
buyers there and showed
them home sites from
its distinctive tower, The
Country Club of Corad Gables,
3 2 s known todsy, received
its charter on October 9,
W3S A histonical marker
was erected n 2008 by the
Florda Department of State.

The Course

and Moreaw. Goll was so
popafar in Coral Gables
that the golf prodessional
at Granadds, Charlie Thum
Wik givng lessons -

ot fanfare and media
tion. Granada s the
oldest operating nine-hole
course in Florida.,

The Shelter

For 80 yoars, golfers on
the Granada Golf Course
have taken refuge in the
several 19408 wooden rain
sholters  scattered along
the historic greens. Todsy,
mqu rain  shelters are
being replaced and may
oventually be lost to history,
However, in August 2020,
the Historic  Preservation

Vtage Mot atd consteny of 034 Y N

one of the existing ¢.19
wooden rain shelters ‘
o renovate, rehabiltate, or
feconsiruct as necessary
N Order to move It 10 an
appropriate location  on
the Granada Golf Course.”
Although a good gesture,
the City should consider
restoring and repurposing
8ll the shelters, not just "one
of the existing” rain shelters,
Instead  plans

Neighbors  oppose
change and cli
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—popeT" :
that the golf professional
at Granada, Charlie Thum,
was giving lessons on part
of the course before it was
finished. It opened in 1923
with great fanfare and media
attention. Granada is the
oldest operating nine-hole
course in Florida.

The Shelter

For 80 years, golfers on
the Granada Golf Course
have taken refuge in the
several 1940s wooden rain
shelters scattered along
the historic greens. Today,
these rain shelters are
being replaced and may
eventually be lost to history.
However, in August 2020,
the Historic Preservation
Board unanimously passed
a motion ‘to recommend
that the City of Coral
Gables consider preserving

Vintage Postcard courtesy of KM CARBONELL

one of the existing c.1940
wooden rain shelters and
to renovate, rehabilitate, or
reconstruct as necessary
in order to move it to an
appropriate location on
the Granada Golf Course.”
Although a good gesture,
the City should consider
restoring and repurposing
all the shelters, not just “one
of the existing” rain shelters.
Instead plans  suggest
replacement of the historic
shelters with modern ones.
Neighbors oppose the
change and cling to the
nostalgia. As the Chamber
study supports, not only
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Excerpt from The Village Green in the Coral Gables Magazine, January 2025

A Brief History of Golf in Coral Gables by Patrick Alexander from the Coral Gables Magazine: January 2025

s as well as rain-soaked golfers, hav

been demanding restoration of the origanal
wooden shelters, but 5o far without success.
Ihete is one group of elderly Cuban

etirees who, following the end of their

1O suvor o1 Cheese
When not grambling about the missing rain

shelters, exchanging news about their latest

medical ail
scores, they ‘--m‘-lm about fer Ae
Castro brothers, who stole all their cattle

and horse ranches and expropriated ¢

haciendas and sugar pla

OO “1:'_\' call
themselves “the Titans of Granada.”

During the summer months, the

course is alive with the excited

outs and
voices of school children receiving golt
lessons, and during the winter months,
we hear obsoure French obscenities as the
“snowbirds” from Quebec slice their shots

into the trees

It s the trees that truly make Granada
unique. While the whole course is encircled
by some of the oldest and most splendid
homes that Merrick's team ever assembled,
flanked by lush landscaping, swaying palm
trees, and manicured lawns, it is the trees
down the middle of the course itself that are
O unr--l_:‘MnM\ magmbicent The first four
holes of the course are dominated by giant
Poincianas that glow with a fierce scarlet
light when in bloom, but the bac k five holes
are dominared by a line of giant Banyan
trees which, over the decades, have grown
together to form a living arboreal cathedral,
the stze of two city bloc '-,\_ within which a

sacred stillness reigns

Not only is this the final home of the

ervant \..Tl ball, it is also the home of \'u.{m'n

red foxes, descenciants of the ones that Mer

\'||\||‘4,'r.-|,:-,v‘\ It's where neighbors become TOP: LIKE A VILLAGE GREEN, GRANADA GOUF  rick redeased as part of the Bilimore tox hunts

triends and where tnends meet up and COURSE LIES AT THE MEART OF THECITY o 1L 190 More importantly, this is also the

exchange news W THE Jaf EOBRICK MEX home of the endangered | ]u'n‘h Bonneted
WALKING A GRANADAS BANYAN TRIES o 3 :

For several decades, Burger Bob's Diner
on the G
Gables residents gathered t
the “Best Chili in Town.” Sad wing
COVID and Bob's subsequent retirement

the diner remained closed for two years

Bat. Although its body is only three inches in

ranada course was where all real }‘:J y

gossip and eat

mnng the we .vku:g da¥y nada's

%, i1 wingspan exceeds two feet. Sadly,

cal cross sectio

Tlars represent a Granada Golf Course is the only p!.v. e on the

sables’ residents, male and female, young

anet, other than Zoo Miami, where these

uuqu,u:n “I-'!Hv.'_lllln\ cty v‘1~|'-!--\r-'~ Jusive cre s are kpown to still s

Unfortunately, voung and old, residents Granada is more than just a golf course;

its recent grand re-opening undes ne  and city employees alike are all exposed to W

) ity natural beauty, its OTIVIngG greens,
hifully ¢ |.,|!n|ny',; and professional

1 the '-|1!/‘,;v' green, more

ol The Birdie Bistro and the managen sudden Flonda dowy pours, with nowhere to

of the much-loved Rita Tv NNYVSOn An er shelter r\nrlll beneath the trees, which is not

' glnnl idea in a thunderstorm. The beauriful

beautiful tamily han the heart of the city. Granada

Itisalso a piace where people p 19405 rain shelters, complete with
I

ning Go!
roxds, which once otfered protection from C

\Course re

1 Gables

presents the very soul of

golf. From sunrise till sunset, seven da

the elements ar each of the nine holes, were

week, even during the hot humid days

mid-summes, they are out there in pursi torn down a few years ago amidst vague talk

R s

2 N
tory 13 excerpled from the newly f

Corul Gables: The First Hundred Yea
Puatrick Alexander

of that elusive littke white ball. Although

Historic Preservation

f Granada’s neigh

of “modemizing.”

there is a preponderance of retirees able to Board, to say nothin

98
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il peal length, its w
vand cat  regulans VF Ron of Granada Ge
lowing sidents, male and female, y . planet, other
ement, Oid, including many city employces. elusive crean
vars until Untortunately, young and old, residents Granac
he name 4 and city employees alike are all exposed to its nan
ement sudden Florida downpours, with nowhere to a5 lightt

ind heg

shelter except beneath the trees, which is not g
a good idea in a thunderstorm. The beautiful  eyven

1% 1

play 19405 rain shelters, complete with lightning  Golf @ours
days rods, which once offered protection from Corall3abk
ays of the elements at each of the nine holes, were

prarsuit torn down a few years ago amidst vague talk  Z3igory is
wough of “modemizing.” The Historic Preservation  “(/ Gabl

Board, to say nothing of Granada’s neigh Krick Alex

e Coral Gables Magazine: January 2025

pors as well as rain-soaked golfers, have
been demanding restoration of the original
wooden shelters, but so tar without success,
Thete is one group of eldetly Cuban
s who, following the end of the

ons
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