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2025 Legislative Overview

Final

) . Funding
Sponsors: Senator Garcia, Representative Busatta
Coral Gables Police Department High Water Rescue Vehicle $250,000
Requested: $250,000 Fully funded
Coral Gables Granada Basin Sanitary Sewer Inflow and Infiltration $500,000
Rehabilitation
Fully funded
Requested: $500,000
Coral Gables ADA Improvement in the Central Business District $310,000
Requested: $310,000 Vetoed
Coral Gables Road Safety Improvements $375,000
Requested: $375,000 Vetoed




WHAT IS THE
LEGISLATIVE AGENDA?

« Annual set of policy and funding priorities
adopted by the City Commission

< Guides the City’s lobbying efforts during the
State legislative session

< Reflects the Commission’s priorities and City’s
best interests



L EGISLATIVE PROCESS

Developed with input from:

*

Department Directors & Assistant Directors
» City Manager & Executive Team

« Lobbying Team

» Coral Gables City Commission

Reflects collective feedback and shared priorities



Policy Priorities Overview

- Preservation of Home Rule & Preemption of Local
Regulations

- Protection of the Environment & Tree Canopy

. Transportation & Mobility

- Housing and Zoning Authority (Live Local Act)

. Public Safety, Stalking Statute, Sovereign Immunity
- Property Tax Relief for Vulnerable Floridians

. Cybersecurity Protection

. Supporting Excellence in Education
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City of Coral Gables
1026 Legislative Priorities

PRESERVATION OF HOME RULE & PREEMPTION OF LOCAL REGULATIONS

* Oppose legizlation that diminishes local govemments' hroad exarciss of home
rule power: pertaining to the health welfare, safety, and quality of life of their
Ccommmities.

*  Oppose legislation that creates procedural burdles to the exercise of home rule
autherity, soch 25 enacting ordinances and conducting charter refarenda.

HOME IMPROVEMENTS & PROPERTY INSURANCE RATES

»  Snpport efforts to decrease homeonmer's and flood insurance rates by expanding
programs e the My Safe Home Florida program and the My Safe Floride
Condominiom Pilot Prozram, and through increased tax hrezks on insurance bills.

»  Support programs that enable homeowners to harden and improva their homes in an

TRANIPORTATION

*  Support fimding programs that priovitize safery for all road users.

»  Support lagislation that praserves local control of transportation planninz and
provides for 2 more equitable ransportation fimding formula betwean mmicipalitias
and countiss, incloding additional dedicated revenue options for mumicipal
transportztion infrastructure and transit projects.

‘Support legislation that allows mumicipalities to receive ransportation infrastructure
finding divectly from the State and Federal goverment and that addresses area-
specific needs, such as waffic congestion.

ZQNING AUTHORITY AND BUILDING DESIGN ELEMENTS

»  Oppose Jegizltion that would preampt a local government's authority to enact
Zoning regulations, including resulating building dexizn elements for one- and
two-family dwellings.

* Preserve the carve-out in Section 1633202, Florida Statutes for cities with
anchitectural revisw boards established before Jamary 1, 2020.

2026 Policy Priorities

DEMOLITION OF HISTORIC HOMES

v Eliminate the presmptions in Saction 533.70, Florida Stahntes that prohilit the ity
from meaningfully reviewing, restricting, or denying demolition permits for hiztoric
Thomes in certain flood zones that are at or below base flood elevation.
LIVELOCAL ACT

v Support collzbarative solutions to eddress the statewide housing crisis; but opposa
amendments to the Live Local Act that further preampt the city’s zoning code,
circumvent its public hearing processes, or mandate development incentives
regarding use, heizht, density, and parking without consideration of compatibility
with i and nai; or the impact on existing
infrastructure and the local populace.

PROTECTION OF THE ENVIRONMENT

v Support legislation that prioritizes the health mnd protection of Biscayne Bay
and ellocates needed fimding for the Bay's conservation.

*  Support fimding programs to implement new sewer facilities and to modernize azimg
infrastructurs.

v Support funding programs for saptic-to-sewer conversion, especially for low-income
Tesidents.

v Support legislation that requires inspections of regidential sepiic tanks and sewer
lines 25 part of real estate transactions.

PROTECTION OF CITY'S TREE CANOPY

v Repeal Section 163.043, Florida Statutes which preempts the city's ability to review
o pravent certain ree pruning and removal on privete property.

v Altematively, suppart lagizlation that requires mors transparent and robust risk
assessmants, penlizes acts of parjury, imposes a mitigation requirement for
non-emergency ramoval, and crestes enceptions for emerzency tree proning
and removal necessitated by storms ar accidents.

SCHOOL BUSES

v Support legislation that imposes stricter sinage and waffic regulations on
private school buzes and vans, and other motorists m their vicinity.

STALEING STATUTE AMENDMENT

v Expand the stalkding prohibitions in Section 784.048, Florida Statutes to ensure
application to thid partes, drones, camarss and other recording devices, and add
additional protections for law enforcement officers.

SOVEREIG IMMUNITY (Lawsuits-guits azaingt the govemment)

»  Oppoze legislation that would incresse the $300,000 par-occurrence limit and'or
eliminzte the $200,000 per-claimant limit contaimed in Section 768.28, F.5.

FEDUNDANT COMMUNICATION INFRASTRUCTURE POLES
»  Amend Section 366.97, Florida Stenutes to raquire antaching entities 1o remave their
pale snackments from redundant poles within 180 days after receipt of notice that
pale iz to be removed and mandzte the elimination of redundant wtility poles by the
pale ovmer.
EXPAND PROPERTY TAX RELIEF FOR VULNERABLE FLORIDIANS

+  Urge Florida Legislsture to expand property tax relief for people with dizabilities,
Alzheimer’s patients, and low-income caregivers,

ELECTRIC BIKE AND MICROMCBILITY SAFETY
+  Support legislation that arants municipalities the sutharity to regulate the safety and
oparation of electric bicycles and similar micro mobility devices.
PROTECTING CYBERSECURITY INFORMATION

#  Cppoze regeal of §119.0725, F.5., which protects zency cybersecurity information
from public disclosure to safeznard azainst cybersacurity threats.

SUPPORTING EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION

+  Support legislation that advances encellnce in education by maintzining adequate
fimding, expanding access to rizorous academic apparmities, and strensthening the
teaching profession, while fostering safe lsaming environments to ensure Flarida
Temains a top destination for businesses and residents to succeed.
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2026 STATE APPROPRIATION
REQUESTS

> Gravity SanitarymSewer Pipe Rehabilitation — $450k request
($900k total)

» Traffic Calming & Safety —$400k reguest
($800k total)

» Downtown Drainage / Flood Mitigation (Phase 2) — $450k request
(900k total)

» Ponce Corridor Waterway Flood Mitigation — $450k request
(900k total)

> Generators for Emergency Response Continuity — $500k request
(1M total)

» Environmental Remediation of Debris Management Site- $900k request
($1.8M total)

Total Appropriation Request: $3.15M




NEXT STEPS

< These priorities guide the City’s 2026
legislative efforts

<« Commission adoption of the legislative
priorities provides a unified platform for
advocacy

« Collaborative lobbying efforts at State and
federal level on legislative priorities



Thank You

State Representative Demi Busatta
Senator lleana Garcia
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