












CORAL GABLES HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, September 18, 2014 
Continued 
 
 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE DETERMINATION:  
 
Historical Significance Determination of 312 Sarto Avenue, legally described as Lots 15, 16, 17, and 18, Block 9, Coral 
Gables Coconut Grove Section Part One, according to the Plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 14, at Page 25, of the 
Public Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida.  
 
Advising that the owner of 312 Sarto was present, Ms. Spain described the history of the property, designed by Architect 
Upton Ewing. She said staff had not made a determination on the property and requested Board review. As photographs of 
the property were displayed, Ms. Spain said if staff or the Board deemed the property historically significant, a demolition 
would be blocked. The owners were requesting demolition of the entire structure.  
 
Mr. Torre opened the public hearing, and invited members of the audience to speak. 
 
Ms. Pollack, 250 Sarto Avenue: Ms. Pollack said the Craft section was losing its character, citing the fact that 235 Sarto 
was demolished and a contemporary structure was built. She expressed concern about the loss of green space and lot 
splitting that was occurring in the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Shay (son), 6975 S.W. 79th Street, who owns the property with his father, stated that the house is quite small, and said 
anyone who purchased it would want to significantly change the home. He relayed that the house was on the market for 
sale; however, potential purchasers wanted to know what they might be allowed to do with the property. 
 
Ms. Spain expressed appreciation to the owner for bringing the matter to the Board, and reiterated that if the Board 
deemed the house not significant, staff would allow it to be demolished; if significant, staff would prepare a designation 
report and bring the matter back to the Board for consideration of historic designation.  
 
Mr. Shay (father), 13635 Deering Bay, said he originally purchased the house for his daughter, who later moved, after 
which he rented the house. He said the building had fallen in disrepair, wasn’t worthy of historic designation and didn’t 
appeal to potential buyers without resolution of historic issues. He added they had a contract on the property, but lost the 
buyer after the buyer learned of the necessity of having the historical significance review by the Board. 
 
 Mr. Parsley made a motion that the property located at 312 Sarto Avenue does not warrant consideration as a 

historic property. Mr. Newell seconded the motion. 
 
 Roll Call: Ayes: Mr. Parsley, Mr. Silva, Mr. Newell. Nays: Ms. Thomson, Ms. MacIntyre, Ms. Pruitt, Ms. 

Guerrero, Mr. Torre.  
 
 Mr. Newell made a motion to deem the house at 312 Sarto Avenue historically significant. Mr. Parsley seconded 

the motion. 
 
 Roll Call: Ayes: Ms. Thomson, Ms. MacIntyre, Ms. Pruitt, Ms. Guerrero, Mr. Torre. Nays: Mr. Silva, Mr. Newell, 

Mr. Parsley. 
 
Ms. Spain said staff will prepare a designation report and bring the property back to the Board for review. She will also 
send the historic designation report to the applicants and Ms. Rua (Realtor, 50 Alhambra Circle). 
 
Mr. Torre invited additional audience comment. 
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