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The process at a glance

Permit required The “gravel” rule Legal and insurance Layout sketch

A public works permit

Is mandatory. No permit 

fee is charged for 

city-owned roads.

Decorative stone cannot 

be the sole material. It 

must be paired with low 

groundcover plants.

A Restrictive Covenant 

and Liability Insurance 

naming the City are

required.

A simple hand or 

computer-drawn plan 

showing dimensions and

materials to be submitted 

with the application.
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Gravel and plants

Decorative stone is intended for areas where turfgrass 
is not feasible, such as heavy shade or high vehicle traffic 

zones.

100% Coverage: Prohibited with stone alone.
Tree Protection: Plantings are required specifically around 

swale trees.
Aesthetics: Combining stone with greenery ensures 

drainage and beauty.
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Insurance requirements 

Certificate of Liability Insurance (COI)
Residents must provide a certificate from 
their insurance agent listing the City of Coral 
Gables as an "Additional Insured.“

"Holder must read: City of Coral Gables, 
Insurance Compliance, P.O. Box 100085-

CE, Duluth, GA 30096"

Personal liability limit

$300k 
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Approved Material Specification

Material Type Approved Varieties Visual Aspect

Granite 3/8" Sized Crushed Stone Clean, grey professional finish

Oolite Limestone (Fine to Rice Rock) Natural, Florida-native look

Shells Coquina Shells (Small) Coastal, high-drainage aesthetic
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Technical installation standards 

1. Base Layer: Geotextile fabric (min. 6-ounces) must be laid first to prevent weed growth and stone sinking.

2. Thickness: A minimum of 3 inches of compacted stone or shell is required for durability.

3. Tree Protection: Fabric must be cut around visible roots; stone may cover roots carefully.

4. Grading: Installation must follow profile grades to ensure proper street drainage.
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Recommended swale species
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The permit workflow

1. Submit 2. Review 3. Sign-off 4. Record

Apply via EnerGov with 
layout, covenant, and 

COI.

Public Works staff 
review plan for 

safety/drainage.

City Attorney signs 
Covenant; Risk 

Manager approves 
COI.

Document filed with 
Miami-Dade Courts 

(fee applies)

Grading is an important objective of swales to direct proper runoff 
and improve the neighborhood's aesthetic charm.

— Public Works Department
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Swale layout examples
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Swale detail installation



THANK YOU

pwpermits@coralgables.com

(305)460-5025

mailto:pwpermits@coralgables.com
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